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Crestview Presbyterian Church is called to be a 
community of faith that seeks and welcomes all to share in 

the transforming love of God, where, empowered by 
God’s Spirit, we grow into mature followers of Jesus 

Christ through worship, education, fellowship, service and 
prayer. 
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Senior Pastor 
       January, 2010 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
 Twelve months ago, we were stumbling along in some uncertainty about the financial 
implications that had burst upon us a few months earlier.  Church leadership had met a few weeks earlier 
to address pending financial implications, and made some significant cuts in our church budget.  The 
theme for our annual meeting was that of “Wagon Train,” as we acknowledged that we were on a journey 
fraught with both danger and opportunity.  We honored folks with bandanas who had served us well in 
the year just past, and would provide leadership in the year upcoming. 
 
 2009 proved that God indeed is our Trail Boss, and he has led us into some really exciting 
adventures.  Our fire-engine red Pentecost celebration was made all the more memorable with a 
congregational picture.  Our VBS gathering saw an increase over the year earlier- which has been an 
increase over the year before that!  Our teens embarked on a “Summer of Service,” including a trip to 
Louisville, and I was blessed by your warmly wonderful acknowledgement of my 30 years of ordained 
ministry.  Choir practice began with a bang, and the choir loft has been filling up with eager faces and 
strong voices; combined with our new Praise Band worship leader- our worship is stronger than ever.  
Who can forget our weekend long celebration on the last Sunday of September- a 5k run/walk, a festival 
at the church and thousands of cans donated toward local food pantries?  Not only were we able to give 
away over $10,000 to four local groups- our building fund campaign generated more than $750,000 of 
three-year pledges to help reduce our building debt… a real Adventure of Faith!  The 2009 version of 
Night in Bethlehem saw even more people than the year before, and suggests that we might be on the 
verge of a community tradition!  We watched closely all year long- and year end financials told the story 
of God’s blessing, even in tough times: we hit our year-end financial goal, which was a modest increase 
in our cash position heading into 2010!  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow…, including a most 
adventuresome 2009! 
 
 2010 holds what I believe to be some exciting potential.  The choir continues to grow stronger, 
the youth group is excited to be heading toward Laos, there’s a new infusion of energy into our children’s 
ministry (still our church priority), our Deacons are slowly building a strong network of caring among us, 
and several new adult groups are in the oven and about ready to emerge.  Our facility is relatively healthy, 
Victory Village is nearly done and we’re working to strengthen our financial position- still precarious, but 
we’re digging in and trusting the Lord, because the people of Crestview continue to be so very generous! 
 
 Perhaps most important of all is our growing missional awareness.  We’re re-shaping our mission 
ministry, and sharpening our focus.  To mix metaphors- even as we drill down into discovering what we 
believe God has called us to, the net is growing.  We’re trying to inspire and set people free to respond as 
the spirit leads them to make a difference in the world around us.  We’re deepening our relationship with 
both Adena and Shawnee Elementary schools, investigating a new multi-church partnership for helping 
people in need, and working to fund our mission incubator… collecting funds meant to help church 
members engage in “micro-missions” around our region.  A new group is studying and shaping our 
mission ministry, building on Crestview’s mission heritage- and our vision is a Great Commission 
vision… global in scope, as it has been laid out by Christ himself. 
 
 And so the Crestview wagon train presses ahead, with Christ himself our trail guide.   We’ve 
come quite a long way in 2009; there are some snow caps ahead, and more adventures await our coming.  
Thanks for your support and encouragement; with you, in Christ, I still believe the best is yet to come! 
 
       

 Alan Landes, Sr. Pastor 
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Worship and Growing 
 
Psalm 95:  Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  Let us 
come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  In 
response to this scripture,  Worship and Arts has many blessings to report for the 2009 program year.   
 
Chancel Choir has welcomed several new members throughout the year with now over 50 persons on the 
roster.  Four of the new members have been choral directors in other churches.  As well, we are delighted 
with the continued commitment of many folk who have sung regularly for over 20 years!  On Sunday 
January 31 we had the largest reported "Sunday Morning Regular Worship Service Choir" attendance 
during Rodney Barbour's four year tenure as Director of Worship and Arts.  Crestview Ringers continues 
to be strong with all ringing positions filled.  Crestview Brass also has enjoyed several new players 
including some very talented high school students.  This was recently evidenced in their strong 
contribution to the recent combined worship service.   
 
Crestview has been blessed with the recent addition of James (JT) Tarter as a Worship Leader for the 
11:00 Worship Service.  His talent and passion for worship has not only strengthened our own musicians 
but also is bringing other talented musicians to Crestview such as drummer Blair Pemberton.  JT is also 
sharing his gifts with the Youth Area as he leads worship with the youth at Tuesday Evening Encounter, 
even going on the youth retreats, trips and other events.  JT has also led the choir and congregation in 
worship at the first service. 
 
Our children are blessed to have marvelous leaders as well.  Bridget Handkins completed two years of 
service before leaving for her studies at Miami University.  Tina Mason helped direct the children during 
November and December and now Sara Smith is leading the Joyful Noise and God's Voices, with Ruth 
Shoemaker accompanying.  Harriet Moseley and Ida Crouse continue to direct the Cherub Choir and we 
are blessed to have all of these folks.   Worship and Arts continues to support the Vacation Bible School 
experience with live music.  For the past three years we have enjoyed a complete band, consisting of 
volunteers from our worship band, and others who offer this gift of song and fun to our children.   
 
The co-operation and integration of Worship and Arts with Education, Youth and all other areas of 
Crestview helps to model the fact that Worship is not an event which happens at 9:30 or 11:00 on Sunday 
morning.  Worship is a way of life.  Worship is how we love and serve God in every action, in every 
place.  Truly at Crestview, "the trumpeters and singers are as one to make a joyful sound to be heard in 
praising Him" and "the young men and women, the old men and children" praise the name of the Lord 
together, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is 

Rodney Barbour, Director of Worship & Arts 
 

 

 

Children and Family Ministries  
 
I keep thinking that things will slow down a bit at Crestview and the Children’s Ministries Team will 
have some time to catch our breath.  Not so!  God chose to move in 2009 just as powerfully as we’d seen 
in recent years, and we continue to be amazed to be part of that movement.  In January, church leaders 
reaffirmed that our church’s priority would be young families with children.  So, with support from all 
ages and groups, we continued this emphasis on and participation by moms and dads and little ones. 
 
Phase 1 of Victory Village, the space for children down the education hallway, is complete.  Folks of all 
ages have put time and energy into creating this streetscape, a place that welcomes little ones, an area they 
recognize as built “just for kids.”  Phase 2 began during the summer and is also nearly finished.  What a 
difference Victory Village has made in the atmosphere in Children’s Ministries! 
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Because of overcrowding in our 2-4 grades, we had to re-structure classes on Sunday mornings, forming a 
new 1st and 2nd grade class and a new 3rd and 4th grade class.  We also restarted Children and Worship, a 
specially designed program for 5s and kindergarteners.  All three of these changes necessitated many 
welcome additions to our teaching staff.  God has faithfully called those we needed to serve, and they 
have joyfully responded. 
 
God had wonderful blessings in store for VBS this year. Jenny Burns and her faithful crew welcomed 
around 150 to Crocodile Doc.  This was more than anticipated, necessitating adding an additional 
kindergarten class and scrambling for staff at the last minute.  Our wonderful staff gently and lovingly 
shared Jesus each day to those whom God had brought. 
 
Another highlight of 2009 was the start of a young families small group in the spring.  This group, 
consisting of families with preschoolers, initially planned to meet on a weekly basis for 6 weeks during 
Lent.  However, after six weeks, they discovered they benefitted so much from the group they wanted to 
continue, so they are still going strong many months later!  We plan to begin more similar groups during 
Lent of 2010. 
 
Children’s Ministries again joined with people from all areas of Crestview to present “A Night in 
Bethlehem” in December.  Over 250 volunteers worked for 2 months to transform our facility into what 
that little town might have been like when Christ was born, and welcomed around 1200 people from our 
community in over two nights.  God’s spirit was palpable as shopkeepers, shepherds, townspeople, 
Roman soldiers, even tax collectors told the story through conversations with our guests.  Special thanks 
to Jenny Burns, Pat Grabarczyk, Mike Mays, Barbi Morgan, Teresa Smith, and their teams for the extra 
special effort they put into this ministry. 
 
We’ve experienced all kinds of other blessings, too—a fabulous Easter egg hunt complete with learning 
all about Ukrainian eggs and their focus on Christ, participation in the Adventure in Faith weekend in 
September, spending all summer on Summer Service Sundays (where children learned about serving by 
serving), enjoying Summer Fun Day with delicious food on the grounds, inflatables, and fun games, 
etc.—but suffice it to say that Crestview’s focus on families with young children continues to energize all 
of us who work with children in 2009.  We’re eagerly watching what God has in store for 2010! 
 

Debbie Handkins, Director of Children & Family Ministries 
 

 

Youth Ministries ��

 
2009 has been an incredible year for the Youth Ministries here at 

Crestview, as we have seen God at work transforming our students into people 
of faith that truly have a heart to go out and serve “the least of these.”  Back in 
the spring over 30 students took part in the 30 Hour Famine in which they fasted 
for 30 hours in order to raise money through World Vision for children around 
the world who are starving to death.  Our students blew the expectations out of 
the water by raising over $8000, which we later found out was one of the 
highest in the nation!   

Over the summer the Junior 
High students took part in the week long 
Summer of Service event put on through Vineyard Community 
Church and during this week God really challenged our students 
to serve those right around them here in Cincinnati, as well as 
them learning to be open and discerning to what God may be 
showing them at any given moment.  Following this the Senior 
High went on a mission trip to Louisville in which a week was 
spent serving the elderly and the homeless, and our students 
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learned that they are called to use their freedom to serve one another in love. 
Our weekly groups have continued at a steady pace, with about 30 Senior High students being 

involved in either Encounter on Tuesday nights or small groups on Sunday nights, and about 20 Junior 
High students being involved in either Factory on Thursday nights or confirmation classes on Sunday 
mornings.  The addition of JT Tarter helping to lead worship at Encounter has been a wonderful 
supplement to this ministry as well.  Also, we were excited to have confirmed the baptism of 9 of our 8th 
graders last spring, which was a huge milestone in the spiritual development of these students. 

 
Jeff Johnson has continued to serve as the Elder for Youth Ministries, 

along with Mimi Schleitweiler as the Junior High Team Leader and Lisa Wood 
as the Senior High Team Leader.  These three, along with all of our 
confirmation teachers, small group leaders, Encounter leaders and trip leaders 
have continued to play a huge role as they sacrifice of their time to invest in the 
lives of our young people.  Ministry to college students has begun to take shape 
as well, under the leadership of Pam Pockras.  Pam has worked on sending care 
packages out to Crestview graduates, organizing holiday get-togethers, and 
visiting students, as well as beginning to focus on the transition from high 
school to college and what we can do to keep our students connected and 
growing with God. 

As 2010 already begins to fly past, we are 
EXTREMEMLY excited about the opportunity that 10 of our 
senior high students, along with 5 college students and 6 adults 
will be taking in going on a service and vision trip to Laos this 
summer.  This trip has the potential to be life-changing for all 
involved, and will hopefully expand the vision of all of us at 
Crestview to look at “the least of these” on a worldwide scale.  
We also plan to attend the Summer of Service again with both 
Senior and Junior High students, as well as numerous other 
retreats, fun outreach events and service opportunities throughout 
the year.  It seems that God has been moving in the lives of our 
students particularly strongly in recent weeks, much of which was 

initiated at our Winter Retreat.  We’re excited to see this momentum continue to lead us into 2010. 
Overall, this is but a mere highlight of all of the meaningful events, trips and activities our 

students have taken part in during this past year, not to mention the countless immeasurable hours spent 
in life-shaping discussions amongst themselves and with leaders.  It is our desire that our students can 
follow Paul’s teachings in 1 Timothy in that they “don’t let anyone look down on you because you are 
young, but set an example for the believers.”  We pray that they can be an example to all of us of lives 
lived seeking to serve Christ and share His love with the world around us, both near and far. 

 
Nick Dyson, Director of Youth Ministries 

 
 

Resource Management Team 
 
Finances:  In a year which has been so difficult financially for so many, Crestview has been 
incredibly blessed.  At the beginning of the year we made some significant cuts to our planned 
operating budget.  Through the year the Lord has provided for us through his people so that we 
ended the year at virtually the exact point for which we had planned.   
 
 We have two portions to our budget:  operations and capital (building.)  In our operating 
budget in 2009 we received $766,039 against expenses of $776,587.   Our building fund received 
$201,391 against mortgage payments of $163,260. 
 
Communications: The new church web site is now running with more than 600 different people 
per month visiting it for an average of more than two times per month.  We are having new 
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people visit who have expressed the fact that they specifically come because of what they saw on 
the website.  Jean Haynes is editor of this site and is always looking for more information from 
all groups in the church about their activities.  Send pictures and articles to her at:  
web@CrestviewChurch.com 
 
 Our database now has a little over 1,300 people in it.  Of these we have nearly 600 e-mail 
addresses which we use to send special e-mail announcements and information to the people of 
Crestview.  If you are not getting these e-mails be sure to give us your e-mail address. 
 
Anticipated 2010 projects:  We will focus on two primary areas.  In the area of providing more 
opportunities for service we hope to find ways to more fully implement our database technology 
both for communication and for enabling people to find ways to serve the Lord.  In the financial 
area we have begun a project to implement the Faithful Steward Endowment Fund which will 
encourage people to take a long-term look at using their resources for the Lord. 
 
 
 
Building & Grounds Team 
 
Painting & Landscaping:  During 2009 the Building & Grounds team was able to continue its 
efforts to upgrade the condition of the facilities.  The entire exterior of the church was repainted 
and several landscaping projects have been completed. 
 
Green Technology:  We were able to take advantage of some significant rebate offers for making 
the building more “green” including the installation of window film in several areas of the 
church to gain better control of our air conditioning costs and the replacement of all old 
florescent fixtures with new ballasts and bulbs.  It is anticipated that the impact on utility costs 
will recover our initial outlay in just over one year.  This project was possible only because of 
the tremendous help given by a large group of men to install the materials. 
 
Families with Young Children:  Victory Village is one of the more obvious building changes that 
has come a long way toward completion this year.  This effort, we believe, has a direct 
contribution toward the church’s priority of reaching young families with children. 
 
Anticipated projects for 2010:  will include the replacement of the oldest carpeting in the south 
facing rooms of the Educational wing along with the carpet in the Middle Sanctuary narthex and 
hallway.  Additional interior painting and improvements are also anticipated. 
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Crestview Presbyterian Church 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 2009 

ASSETS 
Current Assets     
   Cash Accounts     
      First Financial 101,349.34    
      GE Money Market 185,565.66    
      Schwab Savings 146,214.30    
   Total Cash Accounts  433,129.30   
   Trust Funds     
      Presbyterian Trust 17,889.59    
   Total Trust Funds  17,889.59   
   Fixed Assets   451,018.89  
      Land  491,000.00   
      Building  5,080,796.00   
      Furnishings & Equipment  493,270.00   
   Total Fixed Assets   6,065,066.00  
TOTAL ASSETS    6,516,084.89 
LIABILITIES, FUNDS PRINCIPAL & RESIDUAL EQUITY 
LIABILITIES     
      Mortgage  2,266,105.19   
   Total Liabilities   2,266,105.19  
FUNDS     
   Non-Restricted Funds     
      Operating Fund 95,929.18    
   Total Non-Restricted Funds  95,929.18   
   Restricted Funds     
      Missions Fund 1,302.39    
      Building Fund 155,500.02    
      Facilities Replacement Fund 13,357.84    
      Memorial Garden Fund 9,046.20    
      Doerbaum Music Fund 6,660.64    
      Kroger Gift Card 4,983.33    
      Special Mission Fund 121.39    
      Upward Basketball Fund 2,545.35    
      Youth Mission Trip 7,711.90    
      Children’s Village Fund 1,225.17    
      Continuing Ed – Sr. Pastor 2,962.81    
      Continuing Ed  –  General 3,045.70    
      Presbyterian Trust Fund 17,889.59    
      Special Fund 10.00    
      Memorial Fund 495.00    
      Prayer Shawl Ministry Fund 90.54    
      Extraordinary Gift Fund 128,141.84    
   Total Restricted Funds  355,089.71   
   Total Residual Equity  3,798,960.81   
Total Funds Principal & Residual 
Equity 

  4,249,979.70  

TOTAL LIABILITIES, FUNDS PRINCIPAL, & RESIDUAL EQUITY 6,516,084.89 


