
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11 

Sunday March 18, 2018 (Praying with Lives Wide Open).  
These notes are posted to help you take a few minutes to prepare for 
worship through reading the scripture and thinking about the songs!   

SCRIPTURE:  
Lamentations 3:21-24. God’s compassion never ends.  Compassion is love in 
action.  God willingly responds with help when we ask.  Perhaps there is some sin 
in your life that you thought God would not forgive.  God’s compassion is greater 
than any sin, and he promises forgiveness.  
John 17:20-26.  In John 17, Jesus prays for future believers and for all who would 
follow him.  He prayed for unity, protection from Satan, and purity.  His great desire 
for his disciples was that they become one powerful witness to the reality of God’s 
love.  He prayed for unity based on the believer’s oneness with him and the Father.  
Christians can know unity among themselves if they are living in union with God.   
 
SONGS:  
 
Grace is Enough 
 

1. God wrestles with the sinner’s restless heart. 
Who are the sinners? Well, that’s you and me, friend. Until Christ comes 
back to earth or we get heaven, we will be struggling with temptation and 
doing the wrong things. The good news is, God hasn’t written us off 
because of it! Far from it! God is constantly chasing after us with love and 
grace.  “For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its 
power. But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  – 1 Corinthians 15:56-57 
 
2. God keeps His promises. 
God has promised to provide for our needs (Matthew 6:25-34), give us 
hope and comfort in hard times (Psalms 119:49-50), reward us for our 
perseverance in following Him (Hebrews 10:35-36), and so much more. 
When you see your life from God’s perspective, everything starts falling 
into place. Focus on these promises today. 
3. We are covered in God’s love. 
Romans 8:35-39 says there is nothing that can separate us from Christ’s 
love. Did you hear that? NOTHING. God literally sent the only son He has 
to come and die so we could have a life with Him. (That’s what John 3:16 
is all about! Give it a second look.)It’s a truly beautiful love story. When 
you realize these facts, it can change the way you view yourself, life, and 
God for the better. 
 
 



4. God’s grace is enough.  
Next time life throws you a bad curve ball, remind yourself: It’s ok 
because God is still with me and He is my delight. (Psalm 37:4) Things 
probably won’t look at all how you expected, but a life with God will be 
more beautiful than you could have imagined. 
 

Sweetly Broken (here are some thoughts)  
 

"But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by 
His wounds we are healed." Isaiah 53:5 
 
I am lost for words whenever I want to express thanks for what Jesus has 
done for me.  I am sweetly broken...wholly surrendered!  I hope and pray 
that the Lord will find my life/my spirit/my heart a pleasing sacrifice. 
 
"O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth your praise. For you 
do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; you do not delight in burnt 
offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and contrite 
heart--These, O God, you will not despise." Psalm 51:15-17 
 
"Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God."  
 

From the Inside Out 
 

Psalm 16:9 in THE MESSAGE translation reads:  I'm happy from the 
inside out, and from the outside in, I'm firmly formed.  The heading above 
the Psalm reads:  The joys and benefits of a life lived in companionship 
with God.  Happiness is temporary because it is based on external 
circumstances, but JOY is lasting because it is based on God’s presence 
within us.  As you contemplate his daily presence, you will find 
contentment and joy!   

 
God of Wonders 
 

Read these scriptures:   
Ps 19:1-4  The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work 
of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they 
display knowledge. 3 There is no speech or language where their voice is not 
heard. 4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the 
world. 
Ps 119:89 
Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.  The heavens 
give dramatic evidence of God’s existence, his power, his love, his care.  As 
you look at and think upon God’s craftsmanship in nature and the heavens, 



thank him for such magnificent beauty and the truth it reveals about the 
Creator.   
 

 
SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY!  BRING A FRIEND! 


