
WORSHIP NOTES 
Sunday March 18, 2018  9:30am 

MORNING WORSHIP 
Praying With Lives Wide Open 

 
PREPARATION MUSIC—When we allow God our Shepherd to guide us, we have 
contentment.  When we choose to sin, we are choosing to go our own way and we 
cannot blame God for the environment in which we find ourselves.  Our Shepherd 
knows the “meadow grass” and the “quiet streams” that will restore us.  We will reach 
these places only by following him obediently.  Rebelling against the Shepherd’s leading 
is actually rebelling against our own best interests for the future.   
 

The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing.  He shall feed me in a 
green pasture, and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.  He shall convert 
my soul and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for his Name’s sake, for 
his Name’s sake, for his Name’s sake.  Yea, though I walk thro’ the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For thou are with me: thy rod and thy staff 
comfort me.  Thou shalt prepare a table for me against them that trouble me: 
Thou hast anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.  But thy loving 
kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: And I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord in the house of the Lord forever, forever.   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Romans 8:35-39  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword?  As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
   

Leader:  Lord, even in moments when we feel doubt, despair, that hope has 
departed, your Spirit whispers to our souls, reminding us of who you really 
are. 
People:  Lord, we know that your steadfast love never ceases.   
Leader:  You will never forget us.  You will never forsake us.  Nothing in all 
creation can separate us from your eternal love.  Even in the dark valley of 
death, you are always there.   
People:  Praise be to you, O God, with us, Immanuel!   

 
HYMN  Read Lamentations 3:21-24.  God’s compassion never ends.  Compassion is 
love in action.  God willingly responds with help when we ask.  God’s compassion is 
greater than any sin, and he promises forgiveness.  

1 
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 



Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

Chorus 
“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!” 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me! 

2 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. (repeat chorus) 
3 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (repeat chorus) 

 
Men’s Anthem Read Isaiah 41:13.  For I am the Lord, your God, who takes hold of your 
right hand and says to you, “Do not fear; I will help you.”   
 

Precious Lord, take my hand Lead me on, let me stand I'm tired, I'm weak, I'm 
lone. Through the storm, through the night lead me on to the light.  Take my hand 
precious Lord, lead me home. When my way grows drear, precious Lord linger 
near.  When my light is almost gone hear my cry.  Hear my call hold my hand lest 
I fall take my hand. Precious Lord, lead me home when the darkness appears 
and the night draws near and the day is past and gone.  At the river I stand guide 
my feet, hold my hand take my… 

 
CONFESSION:  God is the source of our love, he loved us enough to sacrifice his son 
for us.  Jesus is our example of what it means to love, everything he did in life and 
death was supremely loving.  The Holy Spirit gives us the power to love.  God’s love 
always involves a choice and an action. And our love should be like his.  When our 
choices and actions are poor, we are blessed to have the opportunity to come confess 
our sin.   
 

Leader:  Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God.  
Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God. 
People:  Jesus Christ, life of the world and of all creation, forgive our 
separation and grant us peace and unity. 
Leader:  The peace that Christ gives is to guide us in the decisions we make, 
for it is to this peace that God has called us together into one body. 
People:  Jesus Christ, life of the world and of all creation, forgive our 
separation and grant us peace and unity. 
Leader:  With his own body he broke down the walls of separation.  By his 
death on the cross Christ destroyed our divisions.   



People:  Jesus Christ, life of the world and of all creation, forgive our 
separation and grant us peace and unity.  (Eph 2:14-22; 4:3-6, Colossians 
3:15; I John 4:7) 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  With Jesus’ victory on the cross, we can come directly into 
God’s presence without fear .  When we are united with Christ as members of his body, 
we join in his work of reconciling God and man.  This is what it means to be a priest of 
the King.   
 

Leader: You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but 
now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy. 
People:  People of God, all of us together have received God’s mercy in 
Christ.  In Christ we are forgiven, redeemed, and made to be a 
community united in faith.  Thanks be to God!  (I Peter 2:9-10) 

 
SCRIPTURE/SERMON  Read Lamentations 3:21-24 and John 17:20-26.  In John 17, 
Jesus prays for future believers and for all who would follow him.  He prayed for unity, 
protection from Satan, and purity.  His great desire for his disciples was that they 
become one powerful witness to the reality of God’s love.  He prayed for unity based on 
the believer’s oneness with him and the Father.  Christians can know unity among 
themselves if they are living in union with God.   
 
CLOSING HYMN  Hebrews 6:10,11.  God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and 
the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help 
them…show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure.   
 

1  
O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; 
be Thou forever near me, my Master and my Friend; 

I shall not fear the battle if Thou art by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt be my guide. 

2  
O let me feel Thee near me, the world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear; 
my foes are ever near me, around me and within; 

but, Jesus, draw Thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin. 
3  

O let me hear Thee speaking in accents clear and still, 
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 
O speak, and make me listen, Thou Guardian of my soul 

 
SEE YOU SUNDAY IN WORSHIP 


