
WORSHIP NOTES FOR 7-15-18 

Worship Theme:  God is Holy! 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND SERMON:  Today these are from Psalm 99.  
Here’s the text: 

Yahweh is King over all! Everyone trembles in awe before him. 
He rules enthroned between the wings of the cherubim. 
So let the earth shake and quake in wonder before him! 

2 For Yahweh is great and glorious in the midst of his Zion-people. 
He is exalted above all! 

3 Let everyone praise this breathtaking God, for he is holy. 
4 A lover of justice is our mighty King; he is right in all his ways. 

He insists on being fair to all, 
promoting true justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

5 So everyone, exalt the Lord our God 
facedown before his glory-throne, for he is great and holy. 

6 God has his praying priests, 
like Moses, Aaron, and Samuel, who all interceded, 

asking God for help. 
God heard their cries and came to their rescue. 

7 He spoke to them from the pillar of clouds 
and they followed his instructions, 

doing everything he told them. 
8 God, the great forgiver, answered their prayers. 

Yet he would punish them when they went astray. 
9 Keep exalting the Lord our God 

facedown before his glory-throne, for he is great and holy! 
 
Here are some notes:   
>This psalm declares that God rules and that He ultimately is always in control.  
Believers do not look at this world as a place of chance or fate or luck.  

>Even when nothing seems to be good, God is good.  

>Even when resources seem to be drying up, when health is failing and relationships all 
seem to be crumbling there is no panic in heaven.  

>For the believer everything that comes near in our life we can be assured that it is 
already ‘father-filtered.’  



>We who live under that grace should respond with awe and tremble in reverential 
wonder and respect.  

>Even the mighty intelligent, powerful cherubim of heaven recognize: He is high and 
exalted above every created thing including they themselves.  

>When troubles and the storms of life come crashing over the sides of our little lifeboat 
we are to be confident that He is in control and accessible to us through prayer and 
worship.  

>The Apostle Paul told us in 2 Corinthians 4:9 that we might be troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed — perplexed, but not in despair — persecuted but not forsaken — 
cast down, but not destroyed. Or as missionary to China Hudson Taylor wrote in this 
excellent advice: “Let us give up our work, our plans, ourselves, our lives, our loved 
ones, our influence, our all, right into [God’s] hand; and then, when we have given all 
over to Him, there will be nothing left for us to be troubled about.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
SONG OF PRAISE:  Today our song is HOLY HOLY HOLY.  It picks up 
on the idea from Psalm 99, where phrases end in verses 2,5, and 9---for God 
is great and holy.  The hymn itself is based on Revelation 4:2-9-- 2  
 
Instantly I was taken into the spirit realm, and behold—I saw a heavenly throne set in 

place and someone seated upon it.  His appearance was sparkling like crystal and 
glowing like a carnelian gemstone.  Surrounding the throne was a circle of green light, 
like an emerald rainbow. Encircling the great throne were twenty-four thrones with 

elders in glistening white garments seated upon them, each wearing a golden crown of 
victory.  And pulsing from the throne were blinding flashes of lightning, crashes of 

thunder, and voices.  And burning before the throne are seven blazing torches, which 
represent the seven Spirits of God. And in front of the throne there was pavement like a 

crystal sea of glass. 
 

Worship around the Throne 
Around the throne and on each side[q] stood four living creatures, full of eyes in front 

and behind.  The first living creature resembled a lion, the second an ox, the third had a 
human face, and the fourth was like an eagle in flight.  Each of the four living creatures 
had six wings, full of eyes all around and under their wings. They worshiped without 

ceasing, day and night, singing, 
 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty!  The Was, the Is, and the Coming!” 



 
And whenever the living creatures gave glory, honor, and thanks to the One who is 
enthroned and who lives forever and ever,  

v1 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

v2 
Holy, Holy, Holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
v3 

Holy, Holy, Holy! though the darkness hide Thee, 
though the eye of sinful flesh Thy glory may not see, 

only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity. 

v4 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 

 
CONFESSING SIN   We find in Isaiah 6 (read in your Bible) a model order 
for worship.  First we recognize God’s presence in our lives-we see the 
Lord, high and lifted up, we praise him, thank him, adore him, honor him 
for his holiness.  It is only then we can see ourselves as sinners and be 
moved to confess our sin.  Here are words we will use today to do this:  
 

Leader:    Holy God, hear our prayer. Sometimes our lives are a 
mess, because of choices we have made or because of choices 
others have made. Sometimes our lives are great, and we’re kind 
and generous. Sometimes our lives are great and we forget to be 



grateful and humble. We trust that in the jumble of all of this, you 
are present. We trust that you are with us, walking with us when 
we stray, nudging us back to the right path, slowing us down 
when we get ahead of you, and waiting for us when we lag 
behind. 
People: We ask for your forgiveness, and pray that you will stay 
with us throughout the journey. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Today these words come from Hebrews 
10:10, again, they pick up on the theme of “holy”.  Here is another 
prayer to help you worship:  O Lord, here is a mystery indeed.  By 
your holy sacrifice I have been made holy—set apart for you, purified 
from sin, ready for your service.  By your perfect sacrifice I have been 
made perfect.  But how can that be, Lord, when my imperfections are 
still so conspicuous?  Could it be that you can see me, not only, as I am 
today, but also as I will be:  pure, holy, even perfect?  Do you know me 
as a new creation in Christ?  Do you see me dressed, not in my rags of 
self-righteousness, but in the gleaming robes of your righteousness?  
What a mystery?  What a wonder!  What joy!  (BONUS READINGS:  
Isaiah 61:10-I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God.  For he 
has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels.   God’s word is true and he has come with 
an anointing of truth and power.  He binds up our broken hearts and 
delivers us from our sinful bondage.  He comforts us and fills us with 
joy.  He restores our losses and gives us new purpose and hope.  Now, 
we worship and wait with faith for him to come again in power and 
glory! )  

 
Leader:  We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
People:  This is God’s gospel promise: to forgive our sins and 
give us eternal life by grace alone because of Christ’s one 
sacrifice finished on the cross. 



SONG OF RESPONSE:   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
1 John 4:9 --This is how God showed his love among us:  He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live though him.  God allowed us to grasp and 
sense his holiness through his Son Jesus Christ in order that we might 
become holy through him.  In this life we continue to grow in the grace of 
our Lord, looking forward to the day we complete our journey towards 
him!    

Vs1 
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down, 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 
Vs4 

Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 


