
WORSHIP NOTES FOR 7-22-18 
Worship Theme:  God is LOVE! 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP-SCRIPTURE-SERMON:  GOD IS LOVE! 
In your Bible, look up and read both 1st John 4:7-12 and 1st Corinthians 13:4-
7.  Love is a choice and an action.  God is the source of our love; he loved 
us enough to sacrifice his son for us.  Jesus is our example of what it means 
to love; everything he did in life and death was supremely loving.  The 
Holy Spirit gives us the power to love.  God’s love always involves a choice 
and an action; and our love should be like his.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, great is your love for the world far 
beyond all comprehension.   
People:  Great is your love, even for us, those who have sinned 
against you, who have lived as your enemies. 
Leader:  Great is your love, so great that you sent your beloved 
Son to die so that we who believe in him might live forever with 
you.  So great is your love, lavished upon us, that we may be 
called your children.   
People:  So great is your love that nothing in all creation can take 
it away from us.  Amazing Love!  How can it be that Thou, my 
God, should die for me?  

                                                                                                                                                                                                             
SONG OF PRAISE:   
This hymn of praise addresses God as the Lord of Love and asks God to 
teach us how to love each other.  We need to remember that he has already 
done this!  We need to read and embrace his teaching found in the 
scriptures and ask the Holy Spirit to quicken knowledge to our hearts, 
minds and actions.  Use this hymn to praise God today for his love.  

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, op’ning to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 



Vs2 
All Thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee. 
Vs3 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,  
Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, Lift us to the joy divine. 

 
CONFESSING SIN    
(a pre-confession prayer—God your love for me is fierce, soaring above 
sentiment.  It is the mightiest force in the universe, whispering, roaring, creating, 
redeeming…and taking delight in me.  Thank you for your Word that offers me this 
simple measure of Godly love:  if I am impatient, if I am unkind, if I do not protect, 
if I delight in another’s trouble, then, I am not loving with your love.  But thank 
you for empowering me to love by your standard---my will washed in submission, 
ever rejoicing in heaven’s best for the sake of others.) 
 
Leader: Lord, you have provided a simple but sobering test of Christian 
spirituality---our love for you can be measured by our love for others.  And 
we have, without exception, failed your test.  Every time we refuse to lend 
a helping hand, to listen to a hurting friend, to curb a critical tongue, we 
refuse to love you or to obey your commandments. 
People:  Lord, forgive our sin, strip away our selfishness, Lord, and help 
us learn to love our neighbors as ourselves, and in doing so to love your 
wholeheartedly.   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
Believers have always had to face hardships in many forms, 
persecution, illness, imprisonment, sin and death.  These could cause 
them to fear that they have been abandoned by Jesus.  But Paul teaches 
that it is impossible to be separated from Christ.  His death for us is 



proof of his unconquerable love.  Nothing can stop his constant 
presence with us.  God tells us how great his love is so that we will feel 
totally secure in him.  If we believe these overwhelming assurances, 
we will not be afraid.   
 

Leader:  I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (from 
Romans 8) 
People:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Glory to 
God.  Amen. 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE:    
Today’s final hymn uses creation imagery to speak of God’s love around 
us; of human love, and for the love God showed to us through the sacrifice 
of His Son Jesus Christ for our sin!  Let us leave praising God for his love 
and for the confidence and courage to share God’s love in the world this 
week where it is needed!   

vs1 
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth over and around us lies; 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

vs4 
For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild; 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

vs6 
For thyself, best Gift Divine, to the world so freely given, 

for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth, and joy in heaven: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 
SEE YOU IN WORSHIP SUNDAY! 


