
WORSHIP NOTES FOR 8-12-18 
Worship Theme:  God is WISE! 

 
PREPARATION MUSIC 
This text is based on Psalm 23.  Read the entire psalm in your Bible or 
online.   In this Psalm we read that the Lord not only renews our lives 
physically and emotionally, but he also guides us in paths of righteousness.  
We need to trust the authority of Scripture as our rule of faith and 
behavior.  We need to commit ourselves to doing God’s will, whatever it is.  
And we need to walk closely with God so we know him intimately.  If we 
trust him and nurture and cultivate intimacy with him, he makes our paths 
smooth and straight.  If we place God’s authority and our commitment to 
and intimacy with him in proper perspective, he leads us by the hand  
through life and manages our affairs.  It should be a comfort to know that 
the Lord is right in front of us, removing obstacles!  
 

The King of Love my Shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never, I nothing lack 
if I am his, and he is mine forever.  Where streams of living waters flow, my 
ransomed soul he leadeth, and where the verdant pastures grow, with food 
celestial feedeth.  The King of Love my Shepherd is, perverse and foolish oft I 
stray’d, but yet in love he sought me, and on his shoulder gently laid, and 
home rejoicing brought me.  In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with thee, dear 
Lord, beside me, thy rod and staff my comfort still, thy cross before to guide 
me.  And so through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never; Good 
Shepherd, Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise, may I sing thy praise, 
forever, and forever.   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP-SCRIPTURE-SERMON:  GOD IS WISE 
Read Prov. 2:1-6, Prov. 3:5-7.  Wisdom is both a God-given gift and an 
energetic search.  Wisdom’s starting point is God and his revealed Word, 
the “treasure of knowledge and understanding”.  In that sense, it is his gift 
to us.  But he gives it only to those who earnestly seek it.  The pathway to 
wisdom is strenuous.  When we are on it, we discover that true wisdom if 
God’s and that we cannot create it by our own efforts.  But because God’s 
wisdom is hidden from the rebellious and foolish, it takes effort to find it 
and use it.  
 

Leader: Sovereign Lord, you are the Almighty Creator, the Holy 
and Righteous One.  You are the Eternal Father, the Infinite 



Source of all life.  In your presence are truth and wisdom.  
Righteousness and justice surround your throne. 
People:  I worship you, my God and Father, with reverence 
and awe.  Please keep me close to your side so that I may 
hear your voice, learn your ways and live a life that is 
pleasing to you.   

 
SONG OF PRAISE:  This song is inspired by 1 Timothy 1:17  now to the 
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever, AMEN!  In addition to enjoying “friendship with God” 
we also should think magnificently of God.  Magnify his providence; adore 
his power, pray to him frequently and incessantly.  Bear him always in our 
minds, teach our thoughts to reverence him in every place for there is no 
place where his in not.  We should fear, worship, and love God, first and 
last, as we, again, think magnificently of him! 

V1 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

V2 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above 

Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
V3 

To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small, 
in all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish, but naught changeth Thee. 

V4 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
all praise we would render, O help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee. 

CONFESSING SIN    
From Deuteronomy 4:31msg--God, your God, is above all a 
compassionate God. In the end he will not abandon you, he won’t bring 



you to ruin, he won’t forget the covenant with your ancestors which he 
swore to them. 

 
Leader: Merciful God, you made us in your image, with a mind to 
know you, a heart to love you, and a will to serve you.  But our 
knowledge is imperfect, our love inconstant, our obedience 
incomplete.  Day by day, we fail to grow into your likeness. 
People:  In your tender love, forgive us, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.   

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
Read the story of Jesus healing a paralytic in Matthew 9:1-8.  Jesus 
said:  Take heart, my son, your sins are forgiven. He continues talking 
to the scribes:  …which is easier to say, your sins are forgiven or rise 
and walk…the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…  
Each week we have a period of time for corporate/personal confession. 
What do you expect from this time?  Do you prepare for this time 
before you come to worship?  Do you really believe God hears your 
prayers and forgives your sins?  Do you feel cleansed, believing in 
God’s word, and feel the weight of sin lifted off of you.  Do you 
continue in worship as a new person in Christ, with joy and energy as 
your debt has been paid? 
 

Leader: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  To all 
who confess their sins and resolve to lead a new life, he says, 
“Your sins are forgiven…follow me”.  To the one who rules all 
worlds, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever.   
People:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
Glory to God.  

 
CLOSING HYMN 
Proverbs 29:18—where there is no vision, the people perish; but 
he that keeps the law, happy is he!  Vision is a true awareness of 
Christ in all of his fullness and enabling power.  When we allow God to 
have first place in our lives, he becomes our treasure; we care no 
more for the pursuit of riches or “man’s empty praise.”  Leave this 
service today, committed to reading and studying God’s word and for 



God to use this to bring your wisdom in line with his.  God’s wisdom 
and enabling power will help you to accomplish what God has in mind 
for you!   

Vs1 
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light 

Vs2 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,  

High King of heaven, my Treasure thou art.  
Vs3 

High King of Heaven, my victory won 
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s Sun 

Heart of my own heart, whate’er befall 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all 

 
SEE YOU IN WORSHIP SUNDAY!      

 
 


