
WORSHIP NOTES FOR 9-16-18 
 

Worship Theme:  Being Rich! 
 

PREPARATION MUSIC  One of the surest ways to learn about someone 
is to observe how they spend their time—and money! Jesus said: Where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Luke 12:34.  This opening 
choir anthem “Be Thou My Vision” expresses the exuberant faith of one 
whose focus was not money, but God. Riches I heed not, nor man’s 
empty praise: Thou mine inheritance… All those who call themselves 
Christians claim to put God at the top of their priorities. Jesus said: You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.  These 
words become the first—and greatest commandment, when a person puts 
on their ‘marching boots’ and begins to follow Jesus. Paul, the great 
Apostle of the first century, helped to reinforce this single-minded 
commitment to God. When, after surveying past achievements of 
education, religious heritage and social prestige, wrote that he abandoned 
them all for Someone else:  I consider everything a loss when 
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord…Philippians 3:8  Centuries before Paul, the Psalmist took inventory 
of his possessions. He lifted his eyes upward and affirmed his perspective 
on life’s priorities:  Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has 
nothing I desire besides you. Psalm 73:25.  The writer of Be Thou My 
Vision refers to God by many descriptive titles. Some of them are taken 
directly from the Bible while others, not found in Scripture, are consistent 
with Biblical teaching: Vision, Lord, Best thought, Wisdom, Word, 
Great Father, High King, Inheritance, Treasure, Sun, Ruler, Heart 
and others as well. Coming one upon the other, they overwhelm the 
reader—and singer! —with the belief that the hymn writer was consumed 
with one burning conviction: This God alone deserves "first place." Who 
would dare to substitute anything or anyone else! 
 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; Naught be all else to me, save that thou art.  
Thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  
Be thou ev’ry good to my body and soul.  Be thou my shelter and my stronghold.  Be 
thou my dignity, be my delight.  Be thou my peace in the day and by night. Be thou my 



vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art.  Thou my best 
thought by day or by night.  Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP    These lines are from Genesis 1:31; Psalm 65:9, 11-
13, Psalm 104: 14,24; Psalm 107: 8-9 and Jonah 2:9.  As we are called to 
worship, they remind us and help us praise God for his abundant gifts!   
 
Leader: God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. 
People:  You care for the land and water it; you enrich it 
abundantly.  The streams of God are filled with water to provide 
the people with grain, for so you have ordained it. 
Leader:  You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow 
with abundance.  The grasslands of the desert overflow; the hills are 
clothed with gladness. 
People:  The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are 
mantled with grain; they shout for you and sing. 
Leader:  How many are your works O Lord!  In wisdom you made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures.  Let them give thanks to the Lord for his 
unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for all, for he satisfies the thirsty 
and fills the hungry with good things. 
People:  But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you.  
What I have vowed I will make good. Salvation comes from the 
Lord.  
 
SONG OF PRAISE: Here is an overall verse for the hymn FOR THE 
BEAUTY OF THE EARTH:  Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us 
continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that give thanks to His name.  
 
Here are some scriptures for specific lines in the hymn:   
 
Verse 1: 
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 
Psalm 8:1 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the 
earth, who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens! 
 
Lord of all*, to Thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise. 



Psalm 147:7  Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; Sing praises to 
our God on the lyre 
 
Verse 2: For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, 
2 Peter 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, 
beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years like one day. 
 
hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light, 
Luke 12:27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin; but I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory clothed 
himself like one of these. 
Psalm 148:3 Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all stars of 
light! 
 
Verse 3: 
For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, friends on earth, 
and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild, 
2 Thessalonians 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for 
you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly 
enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another 
grows ever greater; 
 
Verse 4: 
For yourself, best gift divine, to the world so freely given, 
Jesus said in John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life." 

 
Here’s the verses we will sing today:  

Vs1 
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth over and around us lies. 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

Vs2 
For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night, 

Hill and vale, and tree, and flower, sun and moon and stars of 
light, 



Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
Vs4 

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and 

mild, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

Vs6 
For thyself, best gift divine, to the world so freely given; 

For that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in 
heaven, 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
CONFESSING SIN  Read today’s scripture (I Timothy 6:17), then enter 
into a time of confession, repentance and pardon as the Spirit leads:  
“Don’t become high and mighty or place all your hope on a gamble for 
riches; instead, fix your hope on God, the One who richly provides 
everything for our enjoyment.” 
Leader: When we are tempted to feel more secure because of an increase 
in income, more at peace when our financial portfolio looks impressive, 
more in control because our debts are decreasing… 
People:  Then forgive us Lord and bring us to our senses.  There is 
nothing and no one but you that can give lasting peace.  We will 
enjoy the things you provide, but only hope in you!   
   
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
Leader:  People of God, do not set your hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 
but rather on the richness of God, who provides us everything for our 
enjoyment.  Be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
People:  Thanks be to God!   

 
SCRIPTURE  Read I Timothy 6:17-19.  Paul taught that the possession of 
riches carries great responsibility.  Those who have money must be 
generous, not arrogant because they have a lot to give.  They must be 
careful not to put their trust in money instead of in the living God for their 
security.  Even if we don’t have material wealth, we can be rich in good 
works toward others.  No matter how poor we are, we have something to 
share with someone.  



FINAL SONG  A tenet of individual happiness is to be engaged continually 
in doing something of value, to be “done with lesser things,” to be totally 
involved in serving “the King of kings.”  As the great commandment 
teaches us to love the Lord with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, so 
this hymn teaches us to “give heart and mind and soul and strength to 
serve the King of kings with the resources we have been entrusted with!  
 

Vs1 
Rise up, you saints of God! Have done with lesser things; 

Give heart and soul and mind and strength to serve the King of 
kings. 

Vs2 
Rise up, you saints of God! His kingdom tarries long; 

Bring in the day of brotherhood and end the night of wrong. 
Vs3 

Rise up, you saints of God! The Church for you doth wait, 
Her strength unequal to her task; rise up, and make her great! 

Vs4 
Lift high the cross of Christ!  Tread where his feet have trod; 

As brothers of the Son of Man, rise up, O men of God. 
 

 
SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY! 


