
WORSHIP NOTES FOR 9-23-18 
 

Worship Theme:  Worship as a Lifestyle 
 

PREPARATION MUSIC  Today’s anthem is based on Psalm 100 (take time to 
read this in your favorite translation).  As you read the Psalm, notice:  the Lord is God—
Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer.  The Lord made us and we belong to him.  Our identity 
is in Him.  We are not a faceless nonentity, floating through the impersonal cosmos, but 
children of God, “the sheep of his pasture”.  The Lord is good.  He wishes us well, not 
evil.  The Lord loves us with an endless love because we are infinitely precious to him.  
His covenant of love extends to our children, and to any grandchildren. This should fill 
us with great joy and a desire to “enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with 
praise.  (a prayer) Lord, help us to shout for joy today, to worship you with gladness, 
and to come before you with joyful songs.   
 
(anthem text): Oh, shout for joy unto the Lord. Worship him with gladness.  Let all the 
earth bring songs of praise; telling of his greatness.  Know that the Lord we praise is 
God.  He is God our Maker; and we are his, a people called sheep within his pasture.  
Oh, enter in his gates with praise; his courts with great thanksgiving, for he is good; his 
love endure morning after morning.  Oh, shout for joy unto the Lord!  See, the way is 
open to live in peace beneath his grace, ev’ry sin forgiven.  For he, who knew no mark 
of sin, took our sin upon him; that we might be the righteousness of the God in 
Heaven.  Oh, enter in his gates with praise; his courts with great thanksgiving, for he is 
good; his love endures morning after morning.  Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow.  Praise Him, all creatures here below.  O praise Him, O praise Him, O praise Him!  
Oh, shout for joy unto the Lord through the hours of darkness, for day by day His 
faithful hand ever stays upon us.  With ev’ry morning rise, we kneel, All our lives we 
offer to be a living sacrifice, wholly to the Savior.  Oh, enter in his gates with praise; his 
courts with great thanksgiving, for he is good, his love endures morning after morning.  
For he is good, his love endures morning after morning.  Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.  Praise him, all creatures here below.  O praise him.  Oh shout for joy!  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP    True worship must be “in spirit,” that is, engaging 
the whole heart. Unless there’s a real passion for God, there is no worship 
in spirit. At the same time, worship must be “in truth,” that is, properly 
informed. Unless we have knowledge of the God we worship, there is no 
worship in truth. Both are necessary for satisfying and God-honoring 
worship. Spirit without truth leads to a shallow, overly emotional 
experience that could be compared to a high. As soon as the emotion is 
over, when the fervor cools, so does the worship. Truth without spirit can 
result in a dry, passionless encounter that can easily lead to a form of 



joyless legalism. The best combination of both aspects of worship results in 
a joyous appreciation of God informed by Scripture. The more we know 
about God, the more we appreciate Him. The more we appreciate, the 
deeper our worship. The deeper our worship, the more God is glorified. 
 

Leader: Lord God, you are seeking people to worship you in spirit 
and in truth.  You are complete, Lord.  No one can add to your 
perfection.  Yet you seek worshipers, not to augment your glory, 
but because it is right for you to be glorified.   
People:  We who have been created to worship you are 
more complete when we fulfill this deepest purpose of our 
lives.   
Leader:  When we worship you in the power of your Spirit and in 
light of your revealed truth, we find our rightful place in life.   
People:  O God, I want to be just what you are looking for-
--someone who worships you in spirit and in truth!  

 
SONG OF PRAISE: This song is based on Psalm 104 (take time to read).  
It focuses on the glory of the Creator revealed in his majesty, his care of 
creation and his rule.  The verses portray God as light.  The skies over the 
earth are envisioned as a tent, his personal dwelling place is attended by 
the elements-winds and flames of fire.  God’s glory is observed in his 
maintenance of creation.  He waters the animals from freshly made 
springs.  He provides grassy meadows for cattle to graze.  He provides 
stately trees as homes for birds…he established the intricacies of the vernal 
equinox and the summer solistice, and marked out the precise pathway of 
the stars.  He allows the sun and moon to rule the days, the nights, and 
the seasons.  The Psalmist bursts into passionate praise, celebrating God’s 
creation.  Humans take the raw materials which God has made and 
fashions them into useful items.  The psalmist is stirred and vows to sing 
praise to the Lord as long as he lives, in a manner pleasing to the Lord.   
 

v1  
O worship the King all-glorious above, 

O gratefully sing his power and his love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

V2  



O tell of his might and sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 

V3  
Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

V4  
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 
CONFESSING SIN  In Matthew 22:37-Jesus tells us the greatest 
commandment is:  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind…and to love your neighbor as yourself 
and all the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.  
What does it mean to love God with your heart?  Your soul? Your mind?  
How are the love of others and the proper love of self connected?  If the 
Holy Spirit prompts you to discover any ways you have failed in these 
commandments this week, we have this time of confession… 
 

Leader: Lord, you have called us to worship you.  As we praise 
you, our own inadequacy reminds us of how we have broken our 
relationship with you.  Because we have sinned against you, even 
our worship fails to be what it could.  People:  We often treat 
worship as a show.  We go through motions, failing to 
recognize that you want to engage us deeply.  Renew us, 
we pray, according to your steadfast love.  Remind us of 
your covenant faithfulness and have mercy on us in the 
name of Jesus Christ.  

 
 
 
 
   



ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Read Hebrews 4:16  Let us then 
approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (a 
prayer):   Jesus, I come before your throne, the throne of judgment 
now transformed to be the throne of grace.  Where once I would justly 
have received condemnation, now I receive forgiveness.  So I draw 
near to you, no longer cowering, but with confidence that I will receive 
mercy and find grace to help me in my time of need.  
 

Leader:  Come and see the glory of the Lord.  Come, behold the 
Lamb.  Come and receive the grace and mercy of the King, 
bowing down before him. 
People:  For he is Lord above the heavens, Lord in all the 
earth.  Lord of all the angels, worthy to be served.  Our 
sins are forgiven.  Glory be to God!   
 

SCRIPTURE  Read John 4:19-24  When this women found that Jesus 
knew all about her private life, she quickly changed the subject.  Many 
time people are uncomfortable talking about their sins or problems and try 
to change the subject.  Asking about the proper place to worship can also 
be a distracting or diversionary question, such as asking to debate which is 
better a choir or a vocal band, and organ or a keyboard, etc.  Such 
conversation is a way to cover up our deepest need---Jesus brought this 
woman back to :  How do I worship, and whose help will I need?  Also, 
the Holy Spirit helps us worship by praying for us, by teaching us the 
words of Christ, and helps us feel loved.   
 
FINAL SONG  Today’s final hymn is a “creed” of sorts—words declaring 
what we believe.  In Mark 1:15 Jesus declared:  The time has come…God’s 
Kingdom is near!  Repent from your sins and act on this glorious news!”  
So it is with us, it’s time to accept God’s gifts to us through Jesus Christ, 
it’s time to grow in hearing and accepting and understand his word to us 
through the scriptures and the Holy Spirit’s prompting, and it’s time to 
worship him with all our hearts, minds, souls and strength in Spirit and 
Truth!    

V1 
We believe in God Almighty, maker of the earth and sky; 
all we see and all that's hidden is his work unceasingly: 



God our Father's loving kindness with us till the day we die 
evermore and evermore. 

V2 
We believe in Christ the Savior, Son of God and Son of Man; 
born of Mary, preaching, healing, crucified, yet risen again: 

he ascended to the Father there in glory long to reign 
evermore and evermore. 

V3 
We believe in God the Spirit, present in our lives today; 

speaking through the prophets' writings, guiding travelers on 
their way: 

to our hearts he brings forgiveness and the hope of endless joy 
evermore and evermore. 

 
SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY! 

 
 
 

 


