
WORSHIP NOTES FOR 9-30-18 
 

Worship Theme:  A Gospel Shaped Life-CITY 
 

PREPARATION MUSIC  Today’s anthem is based on three scriptures Psalm 
122:1; Psalm 100:4,5 and Psalm 95:6-7.  Do you drag your heels on Sunday morning or 
look forward to worship services?  Do you expect to meet God there, to experience joy 
and healing, or do you fail to find God in what you perceive as empty “ritual” and 
meaningless form”?  David has an entirely different attitude as he approaches the gates 
of Jerusalem.  His heart is filled with joy and expectancy.  He loves the city and looks 
forward to participating in one of the great festivals of worship there.  Jerusalem is 
teeming with people and activities of all kinds and was an exciting place to visit.  Pray:  
Lord, make your house (city) an exciting place for me to visit.  May our worship 
together become an enriching, exhilarating experience as I offer my gifts of worship to 
the entire body.   
 

I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of the Lord!  
Come and enter his gates, come and offer him praise.  People of God lift your 
voice in the house of the Lord.  I was glad when they said unto me let us go 
into the house of the Lord!  Come and enter his gates, come and offer him 
praise.  People of God lift your voice in the house of the Lord.  Enter his gates 
with thanksgiving and enter his courts with praise, give thanks to him and 
praise his name.  God is good in all his ways.  God’s love endures forever and 
by his love he never shall forsake you.  His faithfulness continues to gall 
generations.  Come, let us bow down in worship; let uys kneel before the 
Lord God, our Maker, for He is our God, and we are the sheep of his pasture, 
the flock under his care.  .  I was glad when they said unto me let us go into 
the house of the Lord!  Come and enter his gates, come and offer him praise.  
People of God lift your voice in the house of the Lord.  .  I was glad when 
they said unto me let us go into the house of the Lord!  Come and enter his 
gates, come and offer him praise.  People of God lift your voice, with spirits 
united, rejoice!  People of God, lift your voice in the house of the Lord.   
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Today’s theme is: Gospel in Life-CITY.  In Jeremiah 
29 we are taught to live a life that is full…pray for your communities, 
keeping God in the center of all that is.  Here are seven daily prayers you 
could use to start your prayers:   
 

Sunday - That the Gospel would be boldly and unashamedly 
proclaimed in our local churches. That our churches would be 
places for the broken, unwanted and hurting. That Christ will be 



offered as the only remedy for the very thing we cannot do, make 
ourselves better or save ourselves. 
Monday - Pray that Romans 8:35-39 would become a reality. 
Pray for yourself, for your family, for your pastors, for your 
church. That our hope would be found in Christ and in Christ alone 
and that his hope would produce Gospel boldness in our lives. 
Tuesday - Pray Matthew 6:10 over your city. Spend this day 
replacing the word “earth” with the name of your city… i.e. “In 
West Chester as it is in heaven”. 
Wednesday - Pray that the Spirit would weed out the sin in your 
life that has kept you from living a life on mission. That He would 
open up opportunities for you to be present and intentional with 
the gospel in your neighborhood. Pray for your neighbors by 
name. 
Thursday - Pray boldly Psalm 33:8 over your city.  The people 
would stand in awe before Him. 
Friday - Pray Habakkuk 3:2 over your city. That the Lord’s love, 
wrath, justice and mercy would be made known in the city. 
Saturday - Pray that the Lord would increase our burden for our 
city. That our love and growth in the Gospel would produce a 
desire to see others saved, and grow in their love and 
understanding of who God is, what He has done and what He is 
doing. 
 
Leader:  A word of encouragement came from prophet to people; 
Live a life that is full – build, plant, eat, love, multiply--Pray for 
your communities, Keep God in the center of all that is. 
People:  We enter into worship today with hope in our 
hearts, for something happens here that reminds us that 
we can live as God desires.  God has made a promise of 
faithfulness to us and we can trust the promise.    

 
SONG OF PRAISE: Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness!  (Lamentations 3:22,23).  One of the lessons the 
children of Israel learned during their wilderness journey was that God’s 
provision of manna for them was on a morning by morning basis.  They 
could not survive on old manna nor could it be stored for future use.  



(Exodus 16:19-21).  Let us live with this spirit of grateful praise as 
expressed in this hymn.   

V1 
Great is Thy faithfulness O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

 
“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!” 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 
“Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me! 

V2 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. (chorus) 
3 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (chorus) 

 
CONFESSING SIN   Read Psalm 126.  A prayer:  Remind me, Lord, of the 
major triumphs you have accomplished in my behalf—my salvation, my 
eternal security, my constant protection—and don’t let my song  lapse into 
a minor mode!  Lord, change the dry, barren riverbeds of my life into 
raging streams in the desert!  What a comfort to know that the Lord can 
take a dried-up unproductive life and drench it with his showers of 
blessings! 

 
Leader: Thank you Lord for the magnificent plans and promises 
you have in store for those who confess their sin and trust in you, 
for those who do not resist your discipline but fully submit to your 
sovereignty.  Lord, when your hand seems heavy against us, in 
your time, in your way, restore our visions and renew our dreams.  
People:  Fill our hearts with laughter and our mouths with 
songs of joy.  Let even those who watch us from a 



distance say, “it is obvious that their God is blessing 
them.”  Breathe new life into our hopes, God of the 
resurrection.  Fill our arms with the priceless treasures we 
thought we had lost forever.   

   
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Read Psalm 116.  God is not so far away 
that you cannot reach him.  He “bends down and listens” to your 
prayers.  This writer’s love for the Lord had grown because he had 
experienced answers to his prayers.  If you are discouraged, 
remember that God is near listening carefully to every prayer and 
answering each prayer in order to give you his best. 
 

Leader: I love the Lord for he heard my voice: he heard my cry 
for mercy.  I love the Lord because he turned his ear to me.  I 
will call on Him as long as I live. 
People:  The Lord is gracious and righteous.  Our God is 
full of compassion.  The Lord protects the simple-hearted.  
He has become my salvation.   
 
 

SCRIPTURE  Read Jeremiah 29:4-14  We are all encouraged by a leader 
who stirs us to move ahead, someone who believes we can do the task he 
has given and who will be with us all the way.  God is that kind of leader.  
He knows the future, and his plans for us are good and full of hope.  As 
long as the God who knows the future provides our agenda and goes with 
us as we fulfill his mission, we can have boundless hope.  This does not 
mean we will be spared pain, suffering or hardship, but that God will see 
us through to a glorious conclusion.  God did not forget his people, even 
though they were captive in Babylon.  He planned to give them a new 
beginning with a new purpose---to turn them into new people.  In times of 
deep trouble, it may seem that God has forgotten you.  But he may be 
preparing you, as he did the people of Judah, for a new beginning with 
God at the center.   
 
FINAL SONG  These words from Psalm 103 plus the words of this hymn 
will help “finalize” the thoughts from today’s teaching.  As a father shows 
compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who 
fear him…but the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to 



everlasting on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children's 
children, to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his 
commandments.  The Lord has established his throne in the heavens,     
and his kingdom rules over all. 

V1 
Children of the heavenly Father safely in His bosom gather 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge ne’er was given 
V2 

God, his own doth tend and nourish in his holy courts they 
flourish 

From all evil things he spares them in his mighty arms he bears 
them 

V3 
Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord, his children sever 

Unto them his grace he showeth and their sorrows all He 
knoweth 

V4 
Though he giveth or he taketh God his children ne’er forsaketh 
His, the loving purpose solely to preserve them, pure and holy 

 
SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY! 

 
 
 
  
 

 


