
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11 
Sunday October 7, 2018  
 
Check out the Crestview Web-Site to view this week’s WORSHIP 
PREPARATION NOTES for 11AM Worship SUNDAY October 7, 2018.   If 
you take just a few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum 
through the song melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of 
God to interact with you in a more powerful way!   
 
SCRIPTURE.  Read Luke 18:9-14. The people who lived near 
Jerusalem often went to the Temple to pray.  The Temple was the 
center of their worship.  The Pharisee did not go to the Temple to 
pray to God but to announce to all within earshot how good he was.  
The tax collector went recognizing his sin and begging for mercy.  
Self-righteousness is dangerous.  It leads to pride, causes a person to 
despise others, and prevent him or her from learning anything from 
God.  The tax collector’s prayer should be our prayer because we all 
need God’s mercy every day.   
 
PREPARATION  
As you read today’s scripture, here are eight ways the Lords speaks to 
us today:  
 
1. Through His Word in general. 
2 Timothy 3:16 says that all Scripture is “God-breathed.” God is 
whispering, and sometimes shouting, all through His Word, giving us 
instructions and principles for life.  
2.  Through His Son, Jesus Christ 
“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by His Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom he made the universe” Hebrews 1:1-2.  Through the words of 
Jesus in Scripture, we can “hear” God’s heart and God’s voice–and 
know what God is truly like.  
3. Through Nature and God’s Creation 



“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities–his eternal 
power and divine nature–have been clearly seen, being understood 
from what has been made, so that men are without excuse ” Romans 
1:20. Through the intricate details and magnificent beauty of all that 
God has made, we can “hear” His voice.  
4. Through Other Believers 
God may use a friend, a teacher, a parent, or a preacher to convey His 
message of truth to us. Their words may come as a warning, a 
blessing, or as a prophetic truth about our lives. Whether we choose to 
hear it or ignore it, depends on us. Do their words line up with 
Scripture? Will God confirm or affirm that truth in us? “The wisdom 
that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial, and 
sincere” (James 3:17). 
5. Through Music 
In 2 Chronicles 20, King Jehoshaphat faced a huge army of enemies 
who could have easily destroyed His people, but he did a strange 
thing. With a declaration that his eyes were on God, he sent in a choir 
of praise singers: “Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD 
and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at 
the head of the army, saying: ‘Give thanks to the LORD, for his love 
endures forever’” (2 Chronicles 20:21.  God “spoke” clearly. He 
released His power, and Jehoshaphat’s army defeated their enemies! 
6.  Through Circumstances 
God is a Holy God, and often uses circumstances to get our attention. 
But He will usually confirm it in other ways.  One of the first things I 
usually ask God when circumstances change is: “God, is there 
something you want to teach me through this?”  
7.  Through His Spirit 
We are made in the image of God, and when we confess Jesus and 
follow Him as our Lord and Savior, His Spirit comes to live in us (John 
14:17, 1 Corinthians 3:16). God’s Spirit speaks to us through our 
conscience, helping to make the right decision. When we’re tempted, 
that same Spirit warns and nudges us to do the right thing. 
 
 



8.  Through Prayer 
God often speaks to us through His Spirit, through prayer. We may not 
know how to pray, but God’s Word tells us His spirit makes 
intercession for us (Romans 8:26-27). 
Often through a combination of fasting and prayer, our minds become 
clearer and our hearts are more sensitive to God. We may not hear 
God’s literal voice, but His Spirit confirms a certain direction or answer 
for us. As the distractions fade, we can sense His leading in a new 
way. Sometimes while praying, God’s Spirit will remind us of a 
Scripture or a truth in His Word that we can directly apply to the 
situation. 
 
ADORATION:  As God speaks to us, we begin to praise, thank and 
adore him, for he alone is worthy.  Here is a scripture which speaks to 
this: 1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand 
of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you.  Here’s a prayer 
before worship:  Lord, how can I be humble without your grace?  I 
cannot.  For humility without grace is just pride in disguise.  In your 
grace, O Lord, grant me the gift of humility.  And in return accept all of 
my anxieties into your caring hands, so I will be free to worship you 
today with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, in Spirit and Truth!  
 
PREPARATION:  Paul teaches the Ephesians to put on the armor of 
God.  This both protects and prepares us to be witnesses and workers 
for the Lord’s purpose.  Read Ephesians 6:10-11  Be strong in the Lord 
and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can 
take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  God’s armor includes six 
pieces:  The belt of truth (warriors with absolute integrity); the 
breastplate of righteousness (people must see our good works);  
sandals of peace (though soldiers, we are called to be peacemakers); 
shield of faith (for extinguishing all of Satan’s doubts and fears); 
helmet of salvation (one of Satan’s chief attacks is the mind); sword of 
the Spirit—the Word of God (our only offensive weapon).  In addition 
to wearing armor, the Christians soldier is to face every occasion with 
prayer and to remember the fellow saints in prayer.  Ultimately we 
must realize the battle is not ours but God’s.  He knows the battle 
plan.  Our responsibility is only to be active and obedient in the small 



duty wherever he has placed us on the battlefield.  We must realize 
that anything we accomplish is through God as creator, sustainer, and 
provider.  Our accomplishments are humbly serving him.    
 
CONFESSING SIN BEFORE COMMUNION (Read 1 Corinthians 
11).  There are times with our best intentions we create plans in our 
own power and then ask the Lord to follow our direction and bless 
them.  The pattern should be to seek the Lord in worship and allow 
him to reveal himself to us, then we respond.  When we get caught in 
this trap, we have the opportunity to come before the Lord in 
confession: 
Lord, you remind us through your word, our worship and prayers are 
not what you desire if we attempt to use them to bend you our way. 
May we come to you in humility and repentance, asking for 
forgiveness of our sin, and ready to encounter you in love and turn 
your way.  Accept us as your sons and daughters, together with Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, forever.  

   
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Read I John 1:9 If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness.  A prayer:  An honest confession is all 
you ask—an acknowledgement of the truth---truth that you, God 
already know; truth that I have to admit.  There is nothing I can 
do to earn your forgiveness.  I can only surrender to it.  Christ 
died for sinners while we were sinners.  The price has already 
been paid.  Here I am, Lord, a sinner in need of a Savior.  Purify 
me with the blood of Jesus.  In your faithfulness and justice, 
please forgive me and make me clean.  
 

If you repent and believe in God’s redeeming mercy, your sins 
are forgiven.  Trust in God’s promises and begin anew your 
life with God and all people in the name of Jesus Christ. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God!  

 
SONGS: 
10,000 REASONS: This is a song of praise from Psalm 103:  Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, worship his Holy Name.  Sing like 



never before, O my soul, I’ll worship your Holy Name!   
 
OUR GOD IS GREATER:  This song reminds us we are worshipping 
the ONLY GOD:  Our God is greater, Our God is stronger, God You are 
higher than any other.  Our God is healer, Awesome in power, Our 
God, our God.   
 
AT THE CROSS:  This song reminds us of God’s grace and mercy: At 
the cross, at the cross, I surrender my life I’m in awe of You; I’m in 
awe of You.  Where Your love ran red, and my sins washed white, I 
owe all to You, I owe all to You, Jesus.   
 
NOT TO US:  This songs helps us to offers our prayers less like the 
Pharisee and more like the tax collector:  Not to us, but to Your name 
be the glory.   
 

See You Sunday in Worship! 
 


