
WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday January 27, 2019    9:30am  

 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Read Psalm 117-Praise the Lord, all 
you nations; extol him, all you peoples.  For great is his love toward us, 
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.  Praise the Lord.  (a 
musician, Don Wrytzen, writes these words:)  Psalm 117 is a miniature 
invitation to people everywhere.  The purpose is praise; the place is 
wherever God’s people gather.  The reasons for this adulation are:  The 
Lord is to be praised because of his great love and his abiding 
faithfulness.  The Lord is to be worshiped for who he is---for his 
character, for his attributes.  His covenant love is loyal and eternal; it is 
not subject to mood swings and emotional vacillation.  His faithfulness is 
based on truth.  Because the Lord’s Word is true or reliable, he is faithful.  
Loving and faithful!  What an apt description of our Lord!  The psalmist’s 
response is “Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord!” 
 

You are God we are your children formed by love we are your own. You are God 
we are your children, Holy One, your heart our home.   From all that dwell below 
the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise. Let the Redeemer‘s name be sung, through 
every land by everyone.   Eternal are your mercies Lord, eternal attends your 
word.  Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, till sun shall rise and set no 
more.  You are God, we are your children,  formed by love we are your own.  You 
are God,  we are your children, Holy One,  your heart our home.  Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below.   Praise God above 
the heavenly host, Creator Christ and Holy Ghost.   Amen.  Amen.  Amen! Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below.  Praise God 
above the heavenly host, Creator Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen, hallelujah! Amen, 
hallelujah!  You are God we are your children,  Holy One,  Holy One.   Holy One, 
your heart our home,  your heart our home.   Amen!  Amen!   

CALL TO WORSHIP  God works all things out for good if we love him 
and are fitting into his plans (Romans 8:28).  Thank God for the strength 
he is building in you through the difficult experiences of your life.  You 
can be sure that God’s perfect love will see you through. 
 

Leader:  Whatever you do or say, let it be as a representative 
of the Lord Jesus, all the while giving thanks through him to 
God the Father. 



People: We thank God for joy, for laughter, for 
abundant blessings of every kind. 
Leader:  Give thanks to God at all times and for everything! 
People:  We thank God, when we can and as we can, for 
struggles, for solitude, for fears. 
Leader:  Give thanks to God at all times and for everything in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People:  We thank God that, in Christ, our joys as well 
as our pain, our losses as well as our laughter, are in 
God's heart and hands. 

 
 
SONG OF PRAISE (from Psalm 95) Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before him 
with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song… The psalmist 
almost explodes with praise in this stirring enthronement psalm.  He sings 
for joy to the Lord and worships the One who provides security and 
deliverance.   

v1  
Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen! 
loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen! 

Let all, with heart and voice, before His throne rejoice; 
praise is His gracious choice: Alleluia! Amen! 

v2 
Come, lift your hearts on high; Alleluia! Amen! 

let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our Guide and Friend; to us He'll condescend; 

His love shall never end: Alleluia! Amen! 
v3  

Praise yet our Christ again; Alleluia! Amen! 
life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen! 

On heaven's blissful shore His goodness we'll adore, 
singing forevermore, Alleluia! Amen! 

 
CONFESSION  Of course we are going to sin when we do not fill our 
minds and hearts with God’s word, when are eyes are off the Lord and 
our focus is on the “slippery roads” and in our weakness we allow 
ourselves to be seduced by the evils in society.  When we worship, and 



fill our minds and hearts with God’s wisdom, then the transformations 
described in today’s confession begin to occur in our lives.   

 
Leader:  How can we say we want wisdom, when we foolishly 
squander the knowledge we have of your ways?  How can we 
claim to follow you, when we walk the slippery roads of the 
world not caring where they lead us?  How can we desire your 
great and steadfast love, when the simple seductions of our 
society are in full view every day?  
People: Lord, we bring our sin to your Perfect Wisdom. 
In You, our greed turns to gratitude, our pettiness to 
praise, our tantrums to thanksgiving, as hope and joy 
become our blessing through our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  The psalmist (Psalm 116) has experienced 
God’s forgiveness and says:  How can I repay the Lord for all his 
goodness to me?  I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name 
of the Lord.  I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his 
people…you have freed me from my chains…I will sacrifice a thank 
offering to you and call on the name of the Lord.  I will fulfill my vows to 
the Lord in the presence of all his people…  How can we repay the Lord 
for all his goodness to us?  We can pray, praise, and offer our lives as 
living sacrifices.  Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord!”   
 

Leader:  In Christ, God sent redemption for all.  In Christ, God 
feeds our hungry souls.  In Christ, God gives the cup of salvation 
to thirsty people. 
People:  We give thanks to God for everything:  
forgiveness, hope, new life. 

 
SCRIPTURE In Colossians 3:16-24 Paul describes three relationships:  
husbands/wives; parents/children; masters/slaves.  In each case there is 
mutual responsibility to submit and love, to obey and encourage, to work 
hard and be fair.  Also in this passage, Paul explains that Christ 
transcends all divisions between people.  Slaves are told to work hard as 
though their master were Christ himself, but masters should be just and 
fair.   



 
CLOSING HYMN  Psalm 126:3  The Lord has done great things for us, 
and we are filled with joy.  The psalmist is reflecting on the time of 
restoration after the return of Israel from its exile in Babylon.  Happiness 
and exuberance reign supreme.  The Israelites release their pent-up 
feelings in a flood of healing, restorative praise.  We must remember the 
great things God has accomplished for us:  salvation, eternal security and 
constant protection.  As we rejoice over these things, we should have less 
and less time for the minor irritations and frustrations of life.  d 

 
Give Thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.  (repeat) 

And now let the weak say “I am strong”; let the poor say “I am 
rich” 

because of what the Lord has done for us.  (repeat) 
Give thanks! 

 
See You in Worship This Sunday 

 


