
WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday February 3, 2019    10:00am  

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC: The Crestview Ringers play “O Lamb of God” a song 
which connects Advent and Palm Sunday.  Here are some thoughts: 
 
A. Jeremiah 33 in verse 15 says, “In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land.” God’s promise to send a Savior, the Savior who 
came as a baby at Christmas, Jesus Christ, that promise connects with the 
first stanza of this song where Twila Paris wrote, “Your only Son, no sin to 
hide,/But You have sent Him, from Your side.” Indeed, God promises to 
send His righteous Son, His holy, sinless Son, and that’s the gift He sent on 
Christmas Day. 

B. As the song says, Jesus left His heavenly throne “to walk up this guilty 
sod/and to become the Lamb of God.” That’s what is happening in this 
Gospel reading from Luke 19. Verse 36 talks about Jesus entering 
Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, coming among the people on this guilty 
earth, this sinful planet. Perhaps this is a good time to mention that the 
Palm Sunday Gospel is the traditional reading for the First Sunday of 
Advent. The Palm Sunday Gospel shows Jesus entering Jerusalem on a 
donkey while people wave palm branches; it’s the Sunday before He is 
crucified. We can see His humility as the King of all Creation rode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey. And Advent is about preparing to celebrate that 
same humility, how Christ humbled Himself and was born as a child on 
Christmas. That’s the amazing part of Christmas and Palm Sunday: Jesus is 
a humble King—no one would even think He is a King—and yet, through 
faith, we celebrate Him as the Savior of the world. 

C. As Jesus rides into Jerusalem, the crowds shout, “Blessed is the King who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
They celebrated Jesus with those wonderful words that compare to the 
refrain of “Lamb of God”: “O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,/I love the 
holy Lamb of God.” Those are words of praise, words that come from faith 
seeing that Jesus is truly the Son of God. 

D. The refrain continues, “O wash me in His precious blood,/My Jesus Christ, 
the Lamb of God”; it’s a celebration of what the Son of God does for us. He 
forgives us, takes away our sin, and does just what this reading from 1 
Thessalonians 3 verse 13 says: “So that he may establish your hearts 
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints.” We have been washed in the blood of Jesus; we 
have been made blameless in God’s eyes. 



 
 

E. Knowing that we’ve been forgiven, stanza 2 of “Lamb of God” reminds us of 
what Christ had to go through in order to forgive us. “Your Gift of Love they 
crucified,/They laughed and scorned him as he died.” Jesus died after being 
mocked, threatened, beaten, and falsely accused of crimes. Even in the 
middle of the celebration as He entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, some 
of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples.’” 
In other words, “Jesus, make your disciples stop celebrating you as King, 
because you’re not a king.” They didn’t believe in Him, and they made His 
life difficult, and they killed Him. Jesus went through all of that, so that our 
sins could be forgiven. 

F. Here’s another reminder that humility is the connection between Palm 
Sunday and Advent. The song calls Jesus “the humble King,” and indeed, 
while Luke says, “Throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it,” 
while it looks like the disciples were giving Jesus a royal treatment, really, it 
was a borrowed donkey with some ratty cloaks for a saddle. And from 
there, He rode on to die; they “sacrificed the Lamb of God.” 

G. Another connection shows that a couple of the other verses from Jeremiah 
line up with stanza 3. God says, “Behold, the days are coming, declares the 
Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell 
securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: 'The Lord is our 
righteousness.'” Judah and Jerusalem were lost, but God saved them from 
their sin and their rebellion. Twila Paris writes that same promise into her 
lyrics: “I was so lost, I should have died,/But You have brought me to Your 
side.” 
 
In these verses from Jeremiah, God promises to save His people. In another 
passage in Jeremiah, God makes the same promise, saying that He will 
come as the Shepherd of His people. God did this through Jesus, and the 
song makes a fine connection with that image: “To be led by your staff and 
rod, And to be called a lamb of God,” helping us to see that while Jesus is 
the Lamb of God, we are also His lambs and He is our Shepherd. 

 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Psalm 68:1-6  May God arise, may his 
enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him.  May you blow them away like 
smoke- as wax melts before the fire,  may the wicked perish before God. But may the 
righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful.  Sing to 
God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds;  rejoice before 
him—his name is the LORD.  A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in 



his holy dwelling.   God sets the lonely in families,[c] he leads out the prisoners with 
singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 
 
David begins by praying that God will show his awesome power to the wicked by 
“blowing them away”.  Then he moves almost immediately to praise, urging his 
followers to honor and extol the Lord for his tender care.  He is the Father of the 
fatherless, the Defender of widows, the Caring One who sets the lonely in families, 
the Deliverer of prisoners.  Some of us know what it feels like to be fatherless, some 
have been in prison and others “imprison” themselves behind bars of isolation and 
remoteness, even with family around.  Bottom line is our heavenly Father can meet 
every one of our needs and so many more, if we let him, for he si our source of 
consummate security, shelter, and safety.  He is our Father, our Defender, our 
Provider, our Redeemer!   
 

Verse 1 
Hear the holy roar of God resound, watch the waters part before us now 
Come and see what He has done for us, tell the world of His great love, 

Pre-Chorus 
Our God is the God who saves; our God is the God who saves 

Chorus 
Let God arise, let God arise,  Our God reigns now and forever 

He reigns now and forever 
Verse 2 

His enemies will run for sure, and the church will stand, she will endure 
He holds the keys of life, our Lord, death has no strength, no final word 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  This call to worship ends in these words from I Peter 
3:15…but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet 
do it with gentleness and respect. 
 
Leader:  Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.   
People:  O Lord, may my heart overflow with worship, may my conversation 
be a feast of life.   
Leader:  May Christ be the bread and your Spirit, the wine, may praise be the fruit 
and grace the salt, may love be the table and wisdom the candle.   
People:  May I always be prepared to feed anyone who hungers for the 
hope that I have in Christ.  
 
SONG OF PRAISE  Sometimes we can lose sight of the greatness and the awe 
and fear that we should have of God. We’ll think of God as our “daddy” and we 
become so familiar that sometimes we lose the sense of the awe and wonder of the 
greatness of God. Also, when we think of the greatness of God, we can lose sight of 



the personal side of God. Therein lies the mystery and beauty of the greatness of our 
God. He is both big and small to us. No sky can contain Him, and no matter how big 
and grand He is, there’s nothing that can separate me from the love of God. This song 
does a beautiful job of reminding us that God is great enough to be in control of every 
situation of our life, but small enough to be involved in the smallness of our life. No 
matter how big He is, God has personal, individual and crafted love for each one of 
us. 
 

 Verse 1: 
Give me eyes to see more of who You are.  May what I behold still my 

anxious heart. 
Take what I have known and break it all apart cause you my God are 

greater still. 
Chorus: 

No sky contains no doubt re-strains all You are the greatness of our God. 
I spend my life to know and I'm far from close to all You are 

The greatness of our God 
Verse 2: 

Give me grace to see beyond this moment here 
To believe that there is nothing left to fear 

That You alone are high above it all you my God are greater still 
Chorus: 
Bridge: 

And there is nothing that can ever separate us 
There is nothing that can ever separate us from Your love 

No life, no death, of this I am convinced you my God are greater still 
Chorus 2: 

And no words can say nor song convey all you are, the greatness of our God 
I spend my life to know and I'm far from close to all You are 

The greatness of our God. 
 
CONFESSION  This song sung as a call to confession  brings to mind several 
scriptures:   
 
• “Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
 
• “Seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God” 
(Colossians 3:1). 
 
• “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28). 
 



• “Therefore don’t be anxious, saying, ‘What will we eat?’, ‘What will we drink?’ or, 
‘With what will we be clothed?’ … But seek first God’s Kingdom, and his 
righteousness; and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:31, 33). 

 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face; 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of his glory and grace. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Today’s words of assurance are from 2 Corinthians 
5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  The old has gone, 
the new is here!  You might enjoy reading the entire chapter of 2 Corinthians to get 
more context.  
 
Leader: Rejoice and be glad! Our God is full of mercy, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love.  
People:  Through Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. In Christ we are a new 
creation. The old has gone, the new is here! 
SCRIPTURE Read Colossians 4: 2-5.  Have you ever grown tired of praying for 
something or someone?  Paul says:  Keep at it.  Persistence demonstrates our faith 
that God answers our prayers.  Faith shouldn’t die if the answers don’t come 
immediately, for the delay may be God’s way of working his will in your life.  When 
you feel weary in your prayers, know that God is present, always listening, always 
acting---maybe not in ways you had hoped, but in ways he knows are best.  
 
OFFERING MUSIC:  Psalm 46:10 reads:  Be Still and Know I am God.  Instead 
of interpreting “be still” as a gentle suggestion, the meaning in this psalm lends itself 
more to: “cease striving” or “stop” and more specifically in this context “stop fighting,” 
which is directed toward the enemies of the people of God. The people of God should 
interpret the command for themselves to read more like: ‘snap out of it,’ ‘wake up,’ 
‘stop fearing’—acknowledge who your God is—be in awe!  This correlates to today’s 
scripture from Colossians 4: 2-5 which tells us to:  Don’t be weary in prayer; keep at 
it; watch for God’s answers; remember to be thankful when they come; and don’t 
forget to pray for (Paul) those who are preaching the Good News of Christ!  
 

Hide me now underneath your wings; cover me within your mighty hand.  
When the oceans rise and thunders roar; I will soar with you above the 
storm.  Father, you are King over the flood; I will be still and know you 
are God.  Find rest, my soul, in Christ alone; know his pow’r in quietness 
and trust.  When the oceans rise and thunders roar; I will soar with you 
above the storm.  Father, you are King over the flood; I will be still, and 
know you are God.  Jesus, I am resting, resting in the joy of what you 
are; I am finding out the greatness of your loving heart.  Simply trusting 
you, Lord Jesus, I behold you as you are, and your love, so pure, so 



changeless, satisfies my heart.  When the oceans rise and thunders roar; I 
will soar with you above the storm.  Father, you are King over the flood; I 
will be still, and know you are God.  Father, you are King over the 
flood; I will be still, and know you are God. 

CLOSING HYMN  We leave with this song for action!  As we sing this we are 
surrendering our hands, feet, heart to God for his use this week.  We are asking the 
Holy Spirit to move across the land and in our hearts, empowering us to be Christ’s 
servants.   
 

Verse 1 
Take our hands, Move our feet, Break our hearts 

With the things that make Your heart break (repeat vs. 1 from here) 
With the things that make Your heart break 

 
Chorus 

Let us be Your hands, Let us be Your feet 
Let us be the love that longs for those in need (repeat) 

 
Verse 2 

Spirit move, Across the land, We invite You 
To move on the earth by Your sovereign hand (repeat vs. 2 from here) 

Come and move on earth by Your sovereign hand 
(Chorus x 2) 

(Instrumental Chorus) 
(end) We will be Your hands, We will be Your feet 

We will be the love that longs for those in need 
 
 

See You in Worship This Sunday 
 

 

 


