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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday February 10, 2019    9:30am  

 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Lyrics:  We fall down, we lay our crowns at 
the feet of Jesus, the greatness of mercy and love at the feet of Jesus.  And we cry 
holy, holy, holy, and we cry holy, holy, holy, and we cry holy, holy, holy is the Lamb.  
Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore Thee, casting down their golden crowns around 
the glassy sea.  We fall down, we lay our crowns at the feet of Jesus.  O we fall down, 
we lay our crowns at the feet of Jesus.  And we cry holy, holy, holy, and we cry holy, 
holy, holy, and we cry holy, holy, holy is the Lamb.  And we cry holy, holy, holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lamb.   

Response: Revelation 4:10–11 is part of the vision Jesus gave John. In this scene of 
heaven, we see that “the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the 
throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the 
throne and say: ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their 
being.”  Jesus promised various rewards for those who faithfully serve Him on earth 
(Matthew 5:12; 1 Corinthians 3:14; Revelation 22:12). Some of those rewards are 
crowns (James 1:12; 1 Peter 5:4; Revelation 3:11). These may be the crowns that 
John saw the elders lay at the feet of Jesus. In their words of worship, they indicate 
that, despite what they may have done on earth to earn these crowns, only Jesus is 
truly worthy of glory and honor. In the presence of the Lord Jesus Himself, all good 
deeds we have done will pale in comparison. A crown will seem but an insignificant 
gift to present to the One who gave His life for us (Galatians 2:20).  The elders’ 
response is most likely the way we will all respond when we receive our reward from 
Jesus. We will be so overcome with gratitude because of what He has done for us 
that worship will be spontaneous. Regardless of what we endured on earth, a 
priceless crown will seem a paltry offering, but it will be the best gift we can give Him. 
Although the Scriptures do not state it specifically, it is likely that we will all follow the 
example of the twenty-four elders in casting our crowns at Jesus’ feet. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Lamentations 3:19-26) Jeremiah knew about 
God’s faithfulness.  God has promised that punishment would follow 
disobedience, and it did.  But God also promised future restoration and 
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blessing, and Jeremiah knew that God would keep that promise also.  
Trusting in God’s faithfulness day by day makes us confident in his great 
promises for the future.  
 
Leader:  God, in my distress I go round in circles, and my mouth feels 
bitter with bile.   
People:  I can’t get my worries out of my head, my soul seems as 
heavy as lead. 
Leader:  Now is the time for me to focus on you, to have hope and be 
positive. 
People:  For your love is never in debit and your grace knows no 
limit. 
Leader:  Your mercies are new each morning, so wonderful is your 
faithfulness. 
People:  “God is my fortune,” is my song, therefore my hope is 
forever young. 
Leader:  God is good to those who wait patiently, and blesses the soul 
who seeks sincerely. 
People:  There is nothing better than to wait quietly and bask in 
the salvation of God, faithfully. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  Great is Thy Faithfulness has allusions to 
Lamentations 3:22, 23, and the song walks you through a celebration of 
God's faithfulness to us in promise and in providence: 

 
“Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.” 
 
The writer makes the declaration, “Great is Thy faithfulness,” he's 
reminding himself of the constant, unchanging, committed, unfailing 
compassion of God that doesn't shift and change, and is not fickle and 
unreliable, but can be counted on every morning, just like the dew. And 
so his confession of faithfulness has as its backdrop in this case the 
constancy of God.  This is reflected in the second stanza:  
 

“Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
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Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.” 
 
So that the very rising of the sun, the very fact that you look up at night 
and there are the stars — they are a testimony to the constancy of God. 
They’re there morning, noon, and night, and day after day after day, in a 
testimony to His faithfulness. 
 
The third stanza climaxes by focusing our attention on God's redeeming 
work: 

“Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!” 

 
So even as the writer thinks of these manifold blessings of God's 
providence, central to those are pardon for sin and the peace that passes 
understanding that comes from being made right with God; the present 
enjoyment of the nearness of God and the guidance of God; the hope 
that the Lord gives us in salvation; and then, the declaration again: 
 

“Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see: 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided– 
Great is Thy faithfulness, 

Lord, unto me!” 
 
God is faithful to what? Faithful to His word, and faithful to His promise, 
and faithful to His covenant. 
 
 
CONFESSION  Colossians 3:2 Set your minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on earth.  Just like last week’s confession hymn as 
we “turn our eyes on Jesus”, that which bothers us and causes us to sin 
grows strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.  
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Leader:  Comforting Spirit, it is all too easy for us to focus only on the 
negative things in life, instead of celebrating all that you provide that is 
positive and good.  Redirect our wayward hearts, Lord.   
People:  Refocus our wandering minds. Remind us of the hope 
we have in you, for your love and mercies are without end. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  (from 1 John 1:4-7)  Light represents what 
is good, pure, true, holy, and reliable.  To say God is light, means that 
God is perfectly holy and true, and that he alone can guide us out of the 
darkness of sin.  When we identify with God through Jesus Christ, we 
discover that Jesus has paid the penalty for our sins; his blood has 
cleansed us.  Just as he rose from the grave, we rise to a new life of 
fellowship with him.  
 
Leader:  And these things we write, so that our joy may be made 
complete. And this is the message we have heard from Him and 
announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  
People:  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if 
we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 
 
SCRIPTURE  Read Lamentations 3:1-30.  The sermon title is “When the 
Days Seem Long and Dark”.   In Jeremiah’s darkest moment, his hope 
was strengthened with two assurances:  God has been faithful and would 
continue to be faithful, and the captives were alive.  Jeremiah saw both 
God’s judgment and God’s mercy.  In the time of judgment, Jeremiah 
could still cling to God’s mercy just as, in times of prosperity, he had 
warned of his judgment.  Jeremiah saw one ray of hope in all the sin and 
sorrow surrounding him; God’s compassion never ends.  Compassion is 
love in action.  God willingly responds with help when we ask.  Perhaps 
there is some sin in your life that you thought God would not forgive.  
God’s compassion is greater than any sin, and he promises forgiveness.   

OFFERING MUSIC:  It Is Well With My Soul  Psalm 46:1-3 – God is 
our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not 
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we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.  Worry is 
an inappropriate response for God’s children.  Anxiety, mental distress, 
and emotional agitation yield to trust in the unshakeable, immutable, 
omnipotent God of the universe.  He is the Master of all of nature, and 
wants to be the Master of our troubled souls.   

It is well with my soul…When peace like a river attendeth my way, when 
sorrows like sea billows roll;  whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to 
say, “it is well, it is well with my soul.”  It is well…with my soul.  My sin, 
oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; my sin, not in part, but the whole is 
nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
O my soul!  And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, the 
clouds be rolled back as a scroll.  And the trump shall resound and the 
Lord shall descend, even so, it is well with my soul.  It is well, with my 
soul…when peace like a river attendeth my way, it is well.   

CLOSING HYMN  God says, “Be still and know that I am God.”  The 
Psalmist promises, “(The Lord) is with us.  The God of Jacob is our 
refuge” (Psalm 46:11).  Those who believe these words find strength in 
the faith that undergirds them.  As the prophet says elsewhere, “Those 
who wait for (the Lord) will renew their strength. They will mount up with 
wings like eagles. They will run, and not be weary. They will walk, and 
not faint” (Isaiah 40:31). 

Vs 1 
Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In every change, He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: Your best, your heavenly Friend 
Thro’ thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Vs2 
Be still, my soul: Your God will undertake 
To guide the future, as He has the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
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All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

Vs3 
Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 
When we shall be forever with the Lord. 

When disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

 
 

See You in Worship This Sunday 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 


