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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday February 17, 2019    9:30am 

Faith is a personal truthful response to God’s Self-Revelation 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 2 Corinthians 5: 7---We walk by faith, 
not by sight.  Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 
we do not see.  Lord, we know that we do not see things as they really 
are.  True spiritual sight is reserved for the day when we will see as we 
are seen.  Faith is for this world, sight is for the next.  You bless those 
who believe without seeing.  O Lord, give us strength to walk by faith 
until that great Day when we will truly walk by sight.  
 

By faith we see the hand of God in the light of creation’s grand design, in the 
lives of those who prove His faithfulness, who walk by faith and not by sight.  By 
faith, our fathers roamed the earth with the pow-r of His promise in their hearts, 
of a holy city built by God’s own hand, a place where peace and justice reign.  
We will stand as children of the promise; we will fix our eyes on Him, our we, till 
the race is finished and the work is done, we’ll walk by faith and not by sight.  By 
faith this mountain shall be moved, and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail!  For 
we know in Christ all things are possible, for all who call upon His name!  .  We 
will stand as children of the promise; we will fix our eyes on Him, our soul’s 
reward, till the race is finished and the work is done, we’ll walk by faith and not 
by sight.) 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Habakkuk 3:17) O God grant me faith like the 
faith of Habakkuk, who lived by his faith.  Help me to trust you regardless 
of circumstances.  Raise my sights above the troubles of today, life my 
heart above the sorrows of the season and help me to cling to you in the 
midst of the storm.  Even in the face of suffering and loss, I will look to 
you for salvation.  Your joy, O Lord, will be my strength.  
 

Leader:  By faith, O God, I worship You.   
People:  Though my eyes cannot see you, my heart 
believes.  Though my hands cannot touch you, my spirit 
receives your embrace.   
Leader:  In exalting your name, I confess that you are the one 
true God.  In offering myself to you, I trust in your unfailing 
love.  When I cannot fathom your ways, nevertheless I have 
confidence in you.   
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People:  Even in times of suffering, when the “fig tree 
does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines…yet 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my 
Savior.  

 
SONG OF PRAISE  (read Isaiah 43:16-21)  Lord, please open my eyes 
of faith.  Help me to see the new things you are doing.  Help me to let go 
of my past successes as well as my failures.  Please do not allow me to 
lean on my own strength, or to use my weakness as an excuse, but help 
me to be fully dependent on you for this day, this hour, this moment.  
You can make a way through the overwhelming floods, and you can 
make a way through the desolate places as well.  I come to you today, 
Father, and ask you to quench the thirst in my soul.  Give me a drink 
from the spring of living water, and fill my heart with praise.   

1 
How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said, 

to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
2 

"Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed; 
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3 
"When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 

and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 
5 

"The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I'll never, no never, no never forsake." 

 
 
CONFESSION  (read Acts 3:19) God, this day I repent.  I turn away from 
sin and self and turn to you.  Wipe away my sins, refresh my heart with 
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your holiness and prepare me for the coming of Christ.  I wait for your 
promised new heaven and new earth.  I long to be restored and to see 
your creation receive its anticipated glory.  You have always kept your 
word.  Surely, you will be faithful in your own timing to fulfill everything 
you have promised.   
 

Leader:  Almighty God, we are not always people who live by 
faith. We know that we were created in your image, but we treat 
ourselves and each other in ways that do not honor your 
presence within us. 
People:  We know your laws and your commandments, 
but we choose to disobey you and to act in ways that 
harm our neighbors.  
Leader:  We hear your call to reach out to those most in need, 
but instead we turn our backs on them and on you.  
People: Forgive us, O God, and help us day by day to 
become more faithful followers and the people you 
created us to be.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Read Hebrews 11:1. Faith is the confidence 
that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about 
things we cannot see.  Remember (as a child) when your birthday 
approached!  You were excited and anxious.  You knew you would 
certainly receive gifts and special treats, but some things would be a 
surprise.  Birthdays combined assurance and anticipation, and so does 
faith!  Faith is the conviction based on past experience that God’s new 
and fresh surprises will surely be ours.  
 

Leader: What we have hoped for is true. What we cannot see 
has been made known.  
People:  God’s forgiveness is certain and sure. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Thanks be to 
God! 

 
SCRIPTURE  (from Hebrews 11:1-3).  Two words describe our faith:  
confidence and certainty.  These two qualities need a secure beginning 
and ending point.  The beginning point of faith is believing in God’s 
character---he is who he says.  The end point is believing in God’s 



 

4 
 

promises---he will do what he says.  We believe that God will fulfill his 
promises even though we don’t see those promises materializing now---
this is true faith.   (from Romans 5:2-5).  Paul states in I Corinthians 
13:13 faith, hope, and love are at the heart of the Christian life.  Our 
relationship with God begins with faith, which helps us realize that we are 
delivered from our past by Christ’s death.  Hope grows as we learn all 
that God has in mind for us; it gives us the promise of the future.  And 
God’s love fills our lives and gives us the ability to reach out to others. 

OFFERING MUSIC:  (Isaiah 41:10)  “Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I 
will uphold you with My righteous right hand”.  Through faith His strength 
becomes yours, and He reaches out to keep you from falling.  “Bear one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). When 
God has lightened your burdens, He asks you to do the same for others. 
Why not come to Jesus today and allow Him to relieve you of your heavy 
load? 
 

Glory, Glory, hallelujah!  Since I laid my burdens down.  Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Since I laid my burdens down.  I’ve shown courage through the trials, since I 
laid my burdens down.  I’ve shown courage through the trials, since I laid my 
burdens down.  I am hopeful for the future since I laid, my burdens down.  I 
am hopeful for the future since I laid, my burdens down. I am thankful for the 
journey since I laid my burdens down.  I am thankful for the journey since I laid 
my burdens down.  Glory, Glory, hallelujah!  Since I laid my burdens down.  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  Since I laid my burdens down…   

 
CLOSING HYMN  Read Isaiah 41: 8-10  Although God chose the 
Israelites to represent him to the world, they failed and sinned; so God 
punished them and send them into captivity.  Now all believers are God’s 
chosen people and all share the responsibility of representing him to the 
world.  God will one day bring all his faithful people together.  We need 
not fear because God’s presence is with us; God has established a 
relationship with us; and God’s assurance of strength, help, and victory 
over sin and death is certain.  

v1 
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and 

righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ 
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name. 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
v2 

When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging 
grace; 

In every high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
v3 

His oath, his covenant, his blood support me in the whelming 
flood; 

When all around my soul gives way he then is all my hope and 
stay. 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

v4 
When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be 

found, 
Dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the 

throne. 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
 

See You in Worship This Sunday 
 

 
  
 
 


