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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday March 3, 2019    9:30am 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  We begin today’s worship with a powerful 
arrangement of an older beloved hymn, In the Garden.  The text speaks 
to us:  we are never alone in this life. God is there, calling our names. It 
is when we choose to look past our circumstances and listen to his voice 
is when we can find true comfort.  This doesn’t mean everything that 
happens to us will suddenly make sense. It will only remind us of what 
does: Jesus died, Jesus rose again, and he is coming back for us very 
soon. All we have to do is seek his powerful voice calling out our names. 
“And He walks with me. And He talks with me. And He tells me I am His 
own. And the joy we share as we tarry there, None other has ever 
known…” 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Read Psalm 118:19-24.  The topmost 
stone of each Gothic or Romanesque arch is called the “capstone”-a vital 
piece of architecture that knits the rest of the stones together.  In this 
psalm the “stone” takes on a symbolic meaning. “The stone the builders 
rejected (Jesus Christ, the Messiah) has become the capstone (v.22).  
The builders symbolize the Jewish leaders who not only rejected Him but 
schemed to have Him put to death (Matthew 26:3-5).  Therefore, God 
would invite others into his kingdom (Matthew 21:43).  The psalmist, 
overjoyed with this new development, bursts into song: “This is the day 
the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (v. 24).  Most 
of us try to fill the crowning point of our lives with people or things, but it 
can only be adequately fulfilled by one Person and that is Jesus Christ.  
Things, in time, prove to be worthless.  Relationships are often broken or 
grow routine.  Achievement may seem meaningless.  Only Jesus, our 
Capstone, can hold our lives together and give them eternal significance.   
 

Celebrate the day, celebrate the life.  Celebrate the joy of our faith in Christ.  
Celebrate the day, celebrate the life.  Celebrate the joy of our faith in Christ.  
Remember all the blessings, the blessing of the day.  Be thankful for the very gift 
of breath and life.  Remember all the goodness, and mercies of the Lord and fill 
the morning with the sounds of praise and joy!  Celebrate the day, celebrate the 
life.  Celebrate the joy of our faith in Christ.  Celebrate the day, celebrate the life.  
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Celebrate the joy of our faith in Christ.  We’ll bless your name forever, for great 
are you, Lord. And ev’ry generation will declare your mighty works. We sing of 
your great goodness, your holy righteousness.  Your glory of your Kingdom reigns 
forever, forevermore.  We come to celebrate the day, celebrate the life.  Celebrate 
the joy of our faith in Christ.  Celebrate the day, celebrate the life.  Celebrate the 
joy of our faith in Christ.  Celebrate the joy of our life in Christ! 

CALL TO WORSHIP Read in Mark 1:14-(Jesus cleanses a leper)-“Moved 
with pity (Jesus) stretched out his hand and touched him and said to 
him…Be Clean”.  God, by sending his son Jesus, has touched us, giving 
us the opportunity to be healed.  The Old Testament laws about lepers 
are found in Leviticus 13,14.  When a leper was cured, he/she went to a 
priest to be examined.  Then the leper was to give an offering of thanks 
at the Temple.  While acceptance of Jesus as our Savior and Lord frees us 
from Old Testament Law, it is a good thing for us to join today as a 
congregation and offer our praise and worship to God who lavishes his 
love, healing, grace and mercy on us through his Son Jesus and his Holy 
Spirit.   
 

Leader:  We enter the house of the Lord as people upon whom 
God’s love has been lavished. 
People: God, through Jesus Christ, has healed and 
restored us. 
Leader: We enter this time of worship in gratitude for all God’s 
blessings. 
People: God, through Jesus Christ, reaches out to 
comfort and bless us. 
Leader: O how wondrous is God’s touch in our lives! 
People: How magnificent are God’s blessings and love for 
us. 

He touched me, O, he touched me, 
And O, the joy that floods my soul; 

Something happened, and now I know 
He touched me and made me whole. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE  Hebrews 10:22,23—Let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with 
pure water.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 
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promised is faithful.  Here’s a prayer before worship:  I am so thankful, 
Lord Jesus, that in you and through faith in you, I may approach God the 
Father with freedom and confidence.  You provided the way where there 
was no way.  You opened the curtain and invited me into the Most Holy 
Place to enjoy fellowship with God himself.  Because I am hidden in you I 
am safe in the very presence of God.  And I can come to him with 
permission to speak freely, as a child speaks to her father.  Lord, let me 
never take this privilege for granted or make light of the price that you 
and your Father had to pay to make this possible.  

1 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
Refrain: 

This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long; 

this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

2  
Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending, bring from above 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain] 
3  

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain] 

 
CONFESSION  Read Galatians 5:16  So I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  The Holy Spirit leads us into 
confession.  Being led by the Holy Spirit involves the desire to hear, and 
the readiness to obey, and the sensitivity to discern between your 
feelings and his promptings.  Left to our sin, we will make wrong choices.  
Our only way to freedom from our natural evil desires is through the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit.   
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Leader:  Lord, I choose to follow you and to die to myself.  
Crucify my sinful nature with its passions and desires.  Come and 
breathe the life of Christ into these dry bones.  Come and fill this 
hollow shell with the presence of your Holy Spirit. 
People:  Unlock for me the incredible mystery of it all—
that in this new life Jesus Christ will be the breath in my 
lungs, the music in my soul, my peace, my joy, my only 
hope of glory.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Read Romans 5:1---Therefore, having been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We now have peace with God, which differs from peaceful feelings such 
as assurance, security, and confidence.  Peace with God means that we 
have been reconciled with him.  There is no more hostility between us, no 
sin blocking our relationship with him.  Peace with God is possible only 
because Jesus paid the price for our sins with his death on the cross.  
 

Leader: Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People:  Jesus died for our sins. He made a full 
atonement for us. We are forgiven and we have the 
promise of eternal life. Let us experience his forgiveness 
in our hearts. Thanks be to God!  

 
SCRIPTURE  Read Galatians 2.  Through studying the Old Testament 
Scripture, Paul realized he could not be saved by obeying God’s laws.  
The prophets knew that God’s plan of salvation did not rest upon keeping 
the law.  Because we have all been infected by sin, we cannot keep God’s 
laws perfectly.  God has provided a way of salvation that depends on 
faith in Jesus Christ, not on our own efforts.  We ignore God’s system and 
try to earn our salvation whenever we think God accepts us because we 
do good things or because we are better than other people.  In truth, 
only by faith in Jesus Christ, only by trusting Jesus to take away our sin 
will we be acceptable to God.  
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OFFERING MUSIC  Read Isaiah 45:22-23.  Let all the world look to me 
for salvation!  For I am God; there is no other.  I have sworn by myself 
and I will never go back on my word, for it is true---that every knee in all 
the world shall bow to me, and every tongue shall swear allegiance to my 
name.  God makes it clear that his people are all those who follow him.  
Israel was to be the means through which the whole world would come 
to know God.  Jesus, the Messiah, fulfilled Israel’s role and gave all 
people the opportunity to follow God.   
 

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.  O soul, are you weary and 
troubled?  No light in the darkness you see?  There’s light for a look at the 
Savior, and life more abundant and free!  Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look 
full in his wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in 
the light of his glory and grace.  His word shall not fail you he promised; 
believe him, and all will be well: Then go to a world that is dying, his 
perfect salvation to tell!  Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his 
wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light 
of his glory and grace, his glory and grace, in the light of his glory and 
grace. Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.  

 
See You in Worship This Sunday 

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

 


