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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday March 10, 2019    9:30am 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP Read John 15:1-17.  Here’s a prayer:  Jesus,  many 
other “vines” contend for my allegiance.  But they promise what they 
cannot deliver:  “Remain in me,” says my job, “and you will find true 
success.”  “Make us top priority,” says my family, “and you will find 
unmatched love.”  “Stick with me,” says my religious tradition, “and you 
will enjoy the deepest spiritual experiences.”  “Plug into status or riches 
or pleasure” says this world, “And you will find yourself.”  But all of these 
“vines” dear Lord, even those created for our good, cannot compete with 
you.  You alone are the true vine.  In you alone do I find my rightful 
place in the world.  Through your strength alone will my brief life count 
for eternity.  So I close, by your grace, to remain in you, to make my 
home in your forever.    
 

Leader: Righteous judge, I look into the stark light of your law as 
one looks into a mirror. 
People:  The cumulative weight of the law leads me to 
just one conclusion---I am a sinner, desperately in need 
of a Savior! 
Leader:  Apart from you, O God, I can do nothing.  In your 
mercy and grace, Lord, save me and make me holy. 
People:  And then, by the power of your Spirit, help me to 
live a life that is pleasing to you.    

 
SONG OF PRAISE  Here’s a prayer:  Jesus you are the light of the 
world!  God is light and you are the image of the invisible God, the 
radiance of his glory, the exact representation of his being.  In you there 
is no darkness at all.  You are the light for all people, the Sun of 
righteousness who alone illuminates the way to the Father.  You reveal 
the truth of God to us, penetrating the fog of our confusion, burning off 
the morning mist of doubt.  How radiant you are, O light of the world!  

V1 
Christ is the world's Light, Christ and none other; 

born in our darkness, he became our Brother. 
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If we have seen him, we have seen the Father: 
Glory to God on high. 

V2 
Christ is the world's peace, Christ and none other; 

no one can serve him and despise another. 
Who else unites us, one in God the Father? 

Glory to God on high. 
V3 

Christ is the world's life, Christ and none other; 
sold once for silver, murdered here, our brother- 
he, who redeems us, reigns with God the Father: 

Glory to God on high. 
V4 

Give God the glory, God and none other; 
give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father; 

give God the glory, God with us, our brother: 
Glory to God on high. 

 
ANTHEM  Psalm 95:1  Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout 
aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before Him with 
thanksgiving and extol Him with music and song.  Singing God’s praises 
provides many important benefits to believers.  First, we sing in 
obedience to God’s command.  There is the awareness that God is 
pleased when the voice is lifted in praise: “He who offers praise honors 
me” (Psalm 50:23).  Our chief end is “to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever”.  God’s greatest commandment to us is to “love him with all our 
heart, soul and mind.  Also, we learn many important spiritual truths and 
concepts when we sing.  For many, our first awareness that God loves us 
and that he loves all the children of the world was gained through a song 
sung at our mother’s knee or in a church school.  Singing provides 
encouragement and comfort in times of need.  When we are experiencing 
periods of discouragement and despondency, a simple hymn will come to 
mind and will be used of God to mend our emotions.  Singing is a great 
preparation for eternal life as scripture teaches we will enjoy giving praise 
and singing throughout eternity.   
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Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen!  loud praise to Christ our King; 
Alleluia! Amen!  let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice; 
praise is his gracious choice.  Alleluia! Amen!  Come, lift your hearts on 
high, Alleluia! Amen!  let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! he is our Guide 
and Friend; to us he’ll condescend; his love shall never end. Alleluia! Amen! 

 
CONFESSION  (a prayer) An honest confession is all you ask.  No hoops 
to jump through, no pay-offs or imprisonment.  Just an acknowledgement 
of the truth—truth that you already know, truth that I have to admit.  
There is nothing I can do to earn your forgiveness, I can only surrender 
to it.  Christ died for sinners while we were sinners.  The price has 
already been paid.  Here I am, Lord, a sinner in need of a  Savior.  Purify 
me with the blood of Jesus.  In your faithfulness and justice, please 
forgive me and make me clean.    
 

Leader:  Father in heaven, we thank you for the freedom you 
have given us through the life, death and resurrection of your 
Son.  But we confess today that we often live like slaves.  
People:  Instead of living like you delight in us, we avoid 
you in shame and guilt. Instead of receiving your favor as 
a gift, we try to earn it with our efforts to observe your 
laws.  Instead of accepting your freedom, we prefer our 
chains. Instead of pursuing your purposes, we cling to our 
short-sighted agendas. Forgive us. Embrace us. Cleanse 
us. Heal us.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  This is based on 1 John 1:9.  God wants to 
forgive us.  He allowed his beloved Son to die just so he could pardon us.  
When we come to Christ, he forgives all the sins we have committed or 
will ever commit.  We need not fear that he will cast us out if we don’t 
keep our slate perfectly clear at all moments.  Our hope in Christ is 
secure!  We confess our sins so we can enjoy maximum fellowship and 
joy with him!  
 

Leader:  If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous One, and he himself is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for our sins but also 
for the whole world. 
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People:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
righteous, forgiving us our sins and cleansing us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
SCRIPTURE  Read Galatians 3.  The believers in Galatia, many of whom 
may have been in Jerusalem at Pentecost and received the Holy Spirit 
there, know they didn’t receive God’s Spirit by obeying the Jewish law.  
Paul stresses that just as we were saved by faith in Christ, so also we 
grow by faith in Christ.  The Galatians took a step backward when they 
decided to insist on keeping the Jewish laws.  We must realize that we 
grow spiritually because of God’s work in our lives, not by following 
special rules.  

OFFERING MUSIC  Read Psalm 62:1-8  Here are two prayers:  God, I 
thank you for intervals of silence, when, if my soul really listens, I can 
hear, not the mockery of the world, but your still, small voice.  O God, my 
Rock and my Refuge, once again I express my trust in you.  I pour out 
my heart to you.  I thank you for filling the vacuum of my soul with the 
hope of your salvation.   
 

My soul finds rest in God alone, my rock and my salvation, a fortress strong 
against my foes and I will not be shaken.  Though lips may bless and hearts may 
curse and lies like arrows pierce me, I’ll fix my heart on righteousness, I’ll look to 
Him who hears me.  Find rest, my soul, in God alone amid the world’s 
temptations; when evil seeks to take a hold, I’ll cling to my salvation.  Though 
riches come and riches go, don’t set your heart upon them.  The fields of hope in 
which I sow are harvested in heaven.  O praise him hallelujah, my delight and my 
reward, everlasting, never failing, my Redeemer, my God. I set my gaze on God 
alone and trust in him completely.  With ev’ry day pour out my soul and he will 
prove his mercy.  Though life is but a fleeting breath, a sigh too brief to measure, 
my King has crushed the curse of death, and I am his forever.  O praise him 
hallelujah, my delight and my reward, everlasting, never failing, my Redeemer, 
my God.  O praise him, o praise him, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!  Praise 
Him!  Hallelujah!  O praise him!  Hallelujah!  O praise him! 

 
CLOSING HYMN  Read 2 Corinthians 1:20  For all the promises of God 
in Him are YEA, and in Him AMEN, unto the glory of God by us.  Only as 
we stand on God’s promises are we enable to live with purpose for God’s 
glory.  Take time to reflect on promises you know that God has made to 
us:  i.e. Psalm 23-Goodness and mercy will FOLLOW US all the days of 
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our lives.  i.e. Romans 5:2 For because of your faith, God has brought 
you to this place of highest privilege where you now stand; and you can 
joyfully and confidently look forward to becoming all God has in mind for 
you to become!   

v1 
Standing on the promises of Christ my King, 

Through eternal ages let His praises ring, 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 

Standing on the promises of God. 
(chorus) 

Standing, standing, 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior; 

Standing, standing, 
I’m standing on the promises of God. 

v2 
Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 

When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 
By the living Word of God I shall prevail, 

Standing on the promises of God. 
(chorus) 

v3 
Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
Bound to Him eternally by love’s strong cord, 

Overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword, 
Standing on the promises of God. 

(chorus) 
 

See You in Worship This Sunday 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  


