
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11AM-March 31, 2019 
 

Check out the Crestview Web-Site to view this week’s WORSHIP 
PREPARATION NOTES for 11AM Worship SUNDAY March 31, 2019.  If you 
take just a few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum through 
the song melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of God to 
interact with you in a more powerful way! 
 
SCRIPTURE  Read Galatians 5:1-15.  Christ died to set us free from sin 
and from a long list of laws and regulations.  Christ came to set us free-not 
free to do whatever we want, for that would lead back into slavery to our 
selfish desires.  Rather, thanks to Christ, we are now free and able to do 
what was impossible before—to live unselfishly.  Trying to be saved by 
keeping the law and being saved by grace are two entirely different 
approaches.  Christ’s provision for our salvation will not help us if we are 
trying to save ourselves.  We cannot make it any easier for God to save us.  
All we can do is accept his grace through faith.   
 
SONGS FOR 3-31-19  This week are posted the lyrics of each song for 
you to meditate upon, plus a related scripture verse for you to look up and 
consider before you prepare to arrive at worship this Sunday at 11am.  
 
a From the Inside Out 

Some of this song’s lyrics relate to these scriptures:  
 
“A thousand times I’ve failed, Still Your mercy remains” 
 
Lamentations 3:21-23 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I 
hope.  It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. They are new every morning: 
great is thy faithfulness. 
 
“And should I stumble again, Still I’m caught in Your 
grace“ 
 



Psalm 37:24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for 
the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. 
 
“Your light will shine when all else fades, Never-ending, 
Your glory goes beyond all fame” 
 
Isaiah 40:8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word 
of our God shall stand for ever. 
 
Psalm 104:31 The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: the 
LORD shall rejoice in his works. 
 
1 Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there; and they need 
no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them 
light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. 
 
“In my heart in my soul, Lord I give You control, Consume 
me from the inside out Lord” 
 
1 Corinthians 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men 

 
b Amazing Grace-Our Chains are Gone 

This song combines the familiar hymn Amazing Grace with a new 
lyric---that God, through mercy, love, grace and the salvation of 
Christ, has removed our chains and set us free. It is the same idea 
found in another traditional hymn "And Can It Be?": "My chains 



fell off, my heart was free, I rose, went forth, and followed thee." 
Note the wonderful change in the final phrase: stanza four 
concludes "God…will be forever mine," repeats the statement "will 
be forever mine," and then all of a sudden after an entire song of 
talking about God and God's amazing grace, changes to direct 
address: "You are forever mine." It is the ultimate personalization 
of a very personal hymn. This is not a corporate hymn of the 
assembly. It is not a community hymn. It is a personal hymn sung 
by one or more individuals, each personally experiencing God's 
amazing grace. 

 
c The Greatness of our God   

Romans 8:38-39: "For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 
any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." 
 
Sometimes we can lose sight of the greatness and the awe and 
fear that we should have of God. We’ll think of God as “ABBA 
(daddy)” and we become so familiar that sometimes we lose the 
sense of the awe and wonder of the greatness of God. Also, when 
we think of the greatness of God, we can lose sight of the 
personal side of God. Therein lies the mystery and beauty of the 
greatness of our God. He is both big and small to us. No sky can 
contain Him, and no matter how big and grand He is, there’s 
nothing that can separate us from the love of God. This song 
reminds us that God is great enough to be in control of every 
situation of our life, but small enough to be involved in the 
smallness of our life. No matter how big He is, God has personal, 
individual and crafted love for each one of us. 

 
d The Stand 

Here are five verses to think about when singing: The Stand. 

 



1. Colossians 1:15-20 

Here we see Christ as maker of “all things” and “firstborn  
over all creation.” Christ is Lord over creation and is holding all 

things together. 
 

“You stood before creation, Eternity in Your hand. 
You spoke the earth into motion. My soul now to stand.” 

The last line of this verse is the good news of the gospel. If we 
put our faith in Jesus, and it is through Jesus that God “reconcile 
to himself all things,” our soul stands in the work of our Savior. 

2. Romans 6:5 
“If you have been united with him in his death, we will certainly 

be united with him in his resurrection.” 
Christ’s death and resurrection was not in vain. Throughout 
Romans Paul argues that Jesus’ sacrifice is a substitutionary 

atonement. In other words, His victory over the grave becomes 
our victory over the grave. 

 
“You stood before my failure, 

And carried the cross for my shame. 
My sin weighed upon your shoulders, 

My soul, now to stand.” 

When we sing about Christ’s sacrifice for us we must also 
remember his victory is given to us. The power of this stanza is 
that we recognize it is Jesus’ victory that allows us to stand, not 

our own efforts. 

3. 1 John 1:7 
“If we walk in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 
 

With this verse the apostle John is reminding us where it is 
Christians must walk. As we journey through life, we must always 
remember where true fellowship is found: in the light and truth of 

Jesus Christ. 



“So I’ll walk upon salvation, 
Your Spirit alive in me. 

This life to declare Your promise, 
My soul now to stand.” 

 
What does it mean to “walk upon salvation”? When the Lord saves 
us he does not take us immediately out of the world. Rather, we 

must journey in this world with the guidance of the Spirit. 
 

As we walk in the light we are the ambassadors of God. Our 
actions declare the grace of the Lord. Therefore we can stand in 
the light, walk in salvation, and serve our God with the daily help 

of the  Spirit. 
 

4. Ezekiel 36:26 
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 

flesh.” 
 

The Stand is a song about our new standing before the Lord 
because of His sacrifice for us. We cannot stand before the Lord 

unless he has effected regeneration in us. 
 

In this passage the Lord promises to put in us a new, regenerated, 
and Christ-exalting heart. As children of the Lord, we offer our 

hearts to Him not because we’re good people, but because He has 
given us a heart that seeks Him. 

 
“So what can I say? 
And what can I do? 

But offer this heart, Oh God, 
Completely to You.” 

 
There is only one God-glorifying response to receiving a 

regenerated heart: offering that heart back to the Lord. As we 
sing this verse, we declare God as Lord and savior over our lives. 

 
 



5. Psalm 141:2 
“May the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.” 

The last two verses of the song deal with sacrificing ourselves to 
the Lord: 

 
“So I’ll stand 

With arms high and heart abandoned 
In awe of the One who gave it all. 

I’ll stand 
My soul Lord to You surrendered 

All I am is Yours.” 
 

These lyrics are about the posture of our heart in relation to what 
God has done for us. Because we are in awe of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, we leave everything at his feet. 
 

This song is not about needing to raise your hands in worship. The 
lifting of our hands is a posture that reflects a focus on the Lord 

and not ourselves. 
 

We cannot always have our hands raised. We can, however, live 
our lives in surrender constantly. We can declare the name of 

Jesus and submit ourselves to Him. 
 

Certainly I do not always do this as I should, but singing this song 
encourages me to join with my brothers and sisters in declaring 

God as our King. We are His servants and it brings me joy to sing 
this song and proclaim the gospel of Christ. 

 
See You in Worship This Sunday 


