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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday March 31, 2019    9:30am 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (a prayer)  Lord, your natural world follows absolute 
laws.  Apple trees bear apples, lemon trees bear lemons.  Human nature, 
too, follows your laws.  If I sow seeds of my sinful nature, I will reap a 
life of selfishness and depravity.  If I sow seeds of the Spirit, I will reap 
the spiritual fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  I choose to sow to the Spirit, 
Lord.  Bring forth in me a harvest that will honor you.   
 

Leader: The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
People:  Against such things there is no law.  Lord, we 
pray that the fruit of Your Spirit may grow in us. 
Leader: Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
sinful nature with its passions and desires. 
People:  Lord, help us to destroy any passions or desires 
that turn us away from you.  Transform our sinful 
natures and teach us Your way. 
Leader:  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit. 
People:  Lord, walk ahead of us and help us to follow you.  
Lord, walk beside us and hold us up in difficult times.  
Lord, walk behind us and protect us. 
Leader:  Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying 
each other. 
People:  Lord, help us not to think too much of ourselves.  
Lord, help us not to make those around us angry.  Lord, 
help us to rejoice with our sisters and brothers in their 
joys, and keep us from envy.  
 

SONG OF PRAISE  This hymn is inspired by Psalm 103:2  Praise the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.  Here are some listed in 
the hymn:  ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, grace and favor to all in 
distress, slow to chide and swift to bless, is Fatherlike-tends and spares 
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us; knows our hopes and fears, gently bears us, rescues us from all our 
foes.  We praise GOD for who he is, and we thank him for all he does.   

 
1  

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet your tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
evermore his praises sing. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King! 

 
2 Praise him for his grace and favor 

to all people in distress. 
Praise him, still the same as ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glorious in his faithfulness! 

 
3 Fatherlike he tends and spares us; 

all our hopes and fears he knows. 
In his hands he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Widely yet his mercy flows! 
 

4 Angels, help us to adore him; 
you behold him face to face. 

Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
all who dwell in time and space. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
ANTHEM  1 Peter 2:6 For this is contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY 
IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO 
BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."  (a prayer)  Praise to 
you, our God and Father, for the sure foundation you have laid for your 
church.  The cornerstone of hope for your people of old was the covenant 
you made with Abraham, that you would be their God and that they 
would be your people.  Our cornerstone of hope today is the covenant of 
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salvation through Jesus Christ.  To all who receive Him, to all who believe 
in his name, he gives the right to become the children of God.  He is our 
foundation, upon this rock you are building your church.  Those of us 
who trust in him will never be dismayed.   
 

Christ is the rock on which I stand.  He keeps me safe from the sinking sand.  He 
pulls me up from the miry clay.  Christ is the Rock, He is the way!  Christ is the 
Rock on which I stand, he keeps me safe from the sinking sand.  Through 
shadows dim, I will follow him, Christ is the Rock, He is the way!  Christ is the 
Rock on which I stand.  He keeps me safe from sinking sand.  Though the 
thunders roll, He calms my soul.  Christ is the Rock He is the way!  My hope is built 
on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  I dare not trust the sweetest 
frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.   On Christ the solid Rock I stand; all other 
ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand.  Christ is the Rock on 
which I stand.  He keeps me safe from the sinking sand.  Christ is the Rock, He’s 
the Rock!  Christ is the Rock, He’s the Rock!  Christ is the Rock, He’s the Rock!  
Christ is the Rock, He’s the Rock!  He is the way!  Christ is the Rock on which I 
stand, Christ is the Rock on which I stand, Christ is the Rock, He’s the Rock!  He is 
the way!  Christ is the Rock!  

 
CONFESSION  ( a prayer)  God, I am so thankful that your greatest 
desire for us is intimacy with yourself.  Teach me to love you sincerely, 
wholeheartedly and intimately.  And then, as one of your chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved, clothe me with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.  Teach me to bear with others and to forgive 
whatever grievances I may have against them.  Help me to forgive others 
as you have forgiven me.  And over all these virtues clothe me with love 
for love is the fulfillment of the law.   
 

Leader:  Gracious Lord, you have blessed us with freedom—
freedom to follow or to turn away;  freedom to love or to hate;  
freedom to heal or to hurt.  You ask only that we follow your 
ways, loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
People:  In the midst of our turbulent lives, help us find 
those who will show us the gifts you set within us. And 
help us claim these gifts as we confess our sins to you   

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   1 John 1:9 9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.   There is nothing I can do to earn your forgiveness.  I 
can only surrender to it.  Christ died for sinners while we were sinners.  
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The price has already been paid.  Here I am, Lord, a sinner in need of a 
Savior.  Purify me with the blood of Jesus.  In your faithfulness and 
justice, please forgive me and make me clean.  
 

Leader:  Harvest the fruit of the Spirit, freely given by God, and 
share it freely with others.  Know that you are loved and 
forgiven.  Trust that you are treasured, now and always. 
People:  Through Jesus Christ our minds and hearts are 
cleansed, healed, and renewed!  Thanks be to God!   
 

SCRIPTURE  Read Galatians 5:1-15.  Christ died to set us free from sin 
and from a long list of laws and regulations.  Christ came to set us free-
not free to do whatever we want, for that would lead back into slavery to 
our selfish desires.  Rather, thanks to Christ, we are now free and able to 
do what was impossible before—to live unselfishly.  Trying to be saved by 
keeping the law and being saved by grace are two entirely different 
approaches.  Christ’s provision for our salvation will not help us if we are 
trying to save ourselves.  We cannot make it any easier for God to save 
us.  All we can do is accept his grace through faith.   
 
OFFERTORY  Here are some Scriptures of “Amazing Grace”: 
 

Ephesians 2:8-9  
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
John 1 

And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
John 3:16  

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

Romans 5:8  
But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. 
John 9:25  

He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, 
that though I was blind, now I see.” 

Titus 3:5  
He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 

according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 
the Holy Spirit, 
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Isaiah 53:5  
But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 

iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with 
his stripes we are healed. 

Hebrews 4:16  
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
Ephesians 2:8  

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, 

 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch, a wretch like me! I 
once was lost, but now am found; I once was blind, but now I see.  'Twas grace 
that taught my heart to fear, and that same grace my fears relieved; How precious 
did that grace appear the hour when I first believed. Through many dangers, toils 
and snares, I have already safely come; this grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
and surely grace will lead me home.  When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the glorious sun, we've no less days to sing God's praise, than 
since the day we  first begun.  Than since the day we first begun.   

 
CLOSING HYMN  One of the surest ways to learn about someone is to 
observe how they spend their time—and money! Jesus said:  Where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. Luke 12:34.  Our hymn 
expresses the exuberant faith of one whose focus was not money, but 
God.  Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise: Thou mine 
inheritance…  All those who call themselves Christians claim to put God at 
the top of their priorities.  Jesus said:  You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength.  These words become the first—and greatest 
commandment, when a person puts on their ‘marching boots’ and begins 
to follow Jesus.  St. Paul, helped to reinforce this single-minded 
commitment to God. When, after surveying past achievements of 
education, religious heritage and social prestige, wrote that he 
abandoned them all for Someone else:  I consider everything a loss when 
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord…Philippians 3:8.  Centuries before Paul, the Psalmist took inventory 
of his possessions. He lifted his eyes upward and affirmed his perspective 
on life’s priorities:  Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has 
nothing I desire besides you. Psalm 73:25 
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The writer of Be Thou My Vision refers to God by many descriptive titles. 
Some of them are taken directly from the Bible while others, not found in 
Scripture, are consistent with Biblical teaching:  Vision, Lord, Best 
thought, Wisdom, Word, Great Father, High King, Inheritance, Treasure, 
Sun, Ruler, Heart and others as well.  Coming one upon the other, they 
overwhelm the reader—and singer! —with the belief that the hymn writer 
was consumed with one burning conviction: This God alone deserves 
"first place." Who would dare to substitute anything or anyone else!  A 
stanza from an old hymn provides a fitting prayer to close our thoughts: 
 

The dearest idol I have known, Whate’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from thy throne, And worship only thee. 

1 
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
2 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart,  
High King of Heaven, my Treasure thou art.   

3 
High King of Heaven, my victory won 

May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s Sun 
Heart of my own heart, whate’er befall 

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all 
 
 

 See You in Worship This Sunday 


