
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11AM-April 14, 2019 
Check out the Crestview Web-Site to view this week’s WORSHIP 
PREPARATION NOTES for 11AM Worship SUNDAY April 14, 2019.  If you 
take just a few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum through 
the song melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of God to 
interact with you in a more powerful way! 
 
SCRIPTURE  Read Galatians 6:15.  It is easy to get caught in the 
externals.  Beware of those who emphasize things we should or shouldn’t 
do, with no concern for the inward condition of the heart.  Living a “good” 
life without an inward change leads to a spiritual walk that is shallow and 
empty.  What matters to God is that we be completely changed from the 
inside out.  Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-When someone becomes a Christian, 
they become a brand new person inside.  They are not the same any more.  
A new life has begun! 
 
SONGS FOR 4-14-19  This week are posted the lyrics of each song for 
you to meditate upon, plus a related scripture verse for you to look up and 
consider before you prepare to arrive at worship this Sunday at 11am.  
 
a Blessed Be the Name.  We know the Palm Sunday “HOSANNAS” soon 
turned to “CRUCIFY HIM”.  Our lives have this range of emotion and 
activity as well.  TODAY, we focus on PRAISE in our worship.  The message 
of this opening song can be summarized in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: Praise 
God regardless of circumstances.  The line “blessed be your name” is 
repeated over twenty times.  In our live, God’s name is to be blessed “no 
matter what!” Here are three Bible verses that explicitly call God’s name 
blessed, namely, Psalm 113:2 Job 1:21, and Daniel 2:19-20. 
 
In the land that is plentiful, where Your streams of abundance 
flow:  In the nation of Israel, under the Old Covenant, blessings were 
based upon obedience.  According to Deuteronomy 28, the nation of Israel 
would find prosperity within childbearing, ample food supply, protection, 
aid in warfare, and a land by which to dwell.  However, all would be taken 
away if they unrepentantly disobeyed together.  They would become a 
cursed nation, given over to another nation.  Israel would experience both 
blessing and cursing according to their level of obedience.  More can be 



read throughout the books of Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and 
1 and 2 Chronicles. 
 
When I’m found in the desert place, though I walk through the 
wilderness:  According to Numbers 14:1-38, Israel wandered because of 
their lack of trust in God.  They believed the bad report given in Numbers 
13:25-33, that they could not conquer the promised land.  Despite their 
disobedience, God still blessed and protected the rebellious nation of 
Israel.  In one particular incident, Balak, king of Moab, had seen what 
Israel did to the Amorites and greatly feared them (Numbers 21:21-35 and 
Numbers 22:2-3).  He sought and paid the wicked prophet Balaam to curse 
Israel (Numbers 22:5-7); however, God commanded Balaam not to curse 
Israel because they are blessed (Numbers 22:9-12).  When Balaam arrives, 
Balak takes him to three places, each requesting to curse Israel.  Instead, 
Balaam obeys God and blesses Israel (Numbers 24:10).  While Balaam 
does play a part in Israel’s sexual sin at Peor (Numbers 25:1 and 
Revelation 2:14), it is abundantly clear that through the wilderness, the 
nation of Israel was still blessed.  The application is that we too are blessed 
by God, despite the wilderness circumstances we place ourselves in 
through acts of disobedience.  We must be careful not to stay in the 
wilderness as God gives a warning in Psalm 95:8-11, quoted in Hebrews 
3:7-10, that we shall not harden our hearts.  The end result is that we will 
not enter God’s rest, removing the blessings received and adding curses to 
our lives. 
 
Every blessing You pour out, I’ll turn back to praise:  This is an 
attitude of gratitude and thanksgiving for the things God provides.  Rather 
than boasting and arrogance, the hymn writer chooses to praise God for 
the blessings he receives, consistent with 1 Chronicles 16:34, 2 Chronicles 
5:13, Psalm 7:17, Psalm 9:1-20, Psalm 107:8-9, Psalm 95:2-3, Psalm 
106:1, Jeremiah 30:19, Jeremiah 33:11, 1 Corinthians 1:4-5, 2 Corinthians 
4:15, 2 Corinthians 9:11-12, Colossians 3:16-17, and 1 Timothy 4:4-5. 
 
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say:  As we will see in 
the Chorus, regardless of our circumstances, the hymn writer will continue 
to praise God and call His name blessed.  This concept is explicitly 
mentioned in Psalm 23:4-6. 
 



b Hosanna 
Hillsong (the band) writes this about their song “Hosanna”.  The theme of 
the song is essentially found in the one word: “hosanna.” Hosanna literally 
means “God save us.” It is an exclamation of praise to God acknowledging 
that God is our Savior. The word “hosanna” can be found in Mark 11.    
8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread 
branches they had cut in the fields. 9Those who went ahead and those 
who followed shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord!”  10“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 
“Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:8-10) 
 
Here are some comments line by line:  
Heal my heart and make it clean– When you sing this, you must realize 
that only one can do that and his name is Jesus Christ. Only Jesus Christ 
can heal your heart and make it pure. Why? Because he is pure, holy, and 
perfect.  
Open up my eyes to the things unseen– What are the things unseen? 
The things unseen are not the glories of God (verse1) nor His love or 
mercy (verse2) but rather His work in people on Earth. A huge part of 
Christian fellowship is identifying evidences of grace in other people’s lives 
which are in some ways hidden. Asking God to reveal to us what He has 
done to other people will enable us to love others in a more Godly way, 
which is what the next line is saying. This is because, God’s ultimate grace 
was sending His Son to take upon His wrath, which was the greatest love 
that we will ever know (yet never be able to fully comprehend or fully 
appreciate). 
Show me how to love like you have loved me– Do we really mean 
this when we sing it? We are asking God to give us the strength to “love 
the LORD your [our] God with all your [our] heart and with all your [our] 
soul and with all your [our] strength” (Deut. 6:5 NIV) and the strength to 
“love your [our] neighbor as yourself [ourselves].” (Mark 12:31 NIV) 
Break my heart from what breaks yours– “Do you realize that you 
laugh at the very things that God hates?” When we sing this line, it is 
acknowledging that we are grave, grave sinners and we are enemies of 
God. Because of this, we ask for God to help us love what he loves and 
hate what he hates. How can we love God if we take pleasure in what God 
hates? To be a Christian, we MUST hate the things that God hates and love 
the things that God loves.  



Everything I am for your kingdoms cause– God created us. We are 
His. He purchased us and thus He deserves our everything. Our energy, 
time, mind, and our heart. We are to give God everything for His kingdom.  
As I walk from earth  into Eternity– This line gives us hope that one 
day we will enter Heaven and inherit eternal life with God. Earth is not our 
home. We are not supposed to be of the world but only part of it. we are 
“born on earth, but destined for Heaven.” 
A prayer:  Lord, make me pure and open my eyes that I may love others 
the way you loved me. Help me to hate the things You hate and love the 
things You love and use me for your Kingdom’s cause for my days here on 
Earth are limited and I know one day, I will be able to worship you in your 
full Glory, in Heaven. 
 
c At the Cross 
The composer, Chris Tomlin writes these words about this song:  “There's 
a place where sin and shame are powerless Where my heart has peace 
with God and forgiveness…” 
 
Was there ever a moment at an amusement park when, as a child, you 
were not quite tall enough to step onto the ride? What about a time when 
a parent or guardian told you that you could not have the candy or toy you 
wanted so badly at the store? From the moment that we can touch and 
see, taste and feel, we know what it means to want – and what it means 
to meet our limitations. 
 
We all find ourselves faced with the power of those limitations every day. It 
reminds us that we often need something beyond our own strength or 
capability to make it. Spiritually, this is especially true since the Bible 
reminds us that on our own, we are slaves to our sin and shame and that 
we cannot find peace with God. 
 
Through the cross, however, all of these limitations are suddenly lifted! 
Through the cross, life triumphs over death! Through the cross, the 
Christian is set free from the bondage of sin! Through the cross, we are 
made righteous in Christ! 
 
As Paul writes in one of his letters to the believers at the church at Corinth, 
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 



appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20-21) 
 
In addition, Paul also writes to the Roman church, “You see, at just the 
right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-
8) 
 
Sin and shame are now, indeed, powerless by the cross of Jesus Christ. 
Our only proper response is one of praise back to our Redeemer. 
 
As the song says, “I owe all to You, Jesus.” 
 
d Mighty to Save 
The composer Laura Story writes these words about her song:  Zephaniah 
3:17 tells us that God is “mighty to save,” but what does that mean? Is this 
Old Testament prophet speaking about the power of the gospel to bring 
hopeless, lifeless souls into a transforming encounter with Christ? Or is He 
referring to the sheer momentum by which God is building His church, a 
power so great that the gates of hell cannot prevail? Or maybe Zephaniah 
was speaking of God’s heart for redeeming those from every tongue and 
tribe and nation? 
 
Each time I sing the song, God brings to mind new implications of this 
verse. And each time, I get a little lump in my throat as I consider that by 
His might, God saved me. It's hard to fathom why a God who is able to 
move mountains would choose to focus His strength on redeeming the 
very souls who have so deeply offended Him. But this is the gospel.  
Though we have done nothing to merit His favor, God, full of mercy and 
grace, sent His only son, Jesus, to pay the debt we could never pay. He is 
truly mighty to save. 

See You in Worship This Sunday 


