
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11AM-April 21, 2019 
Check out the Crestview Web-Site to view this week’s WORSHIP 
PREPARATION NOTES for 11AM Worship SUNDAY April 21, 2019.  If you 
take just a few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum through 
the song melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of God to 
interact with you in a more powerful way! 
 
SCRIPTURE  Read John 20:1-18.  Personal prayer-Risen Christ, through 
your death, sin has been vanquished and death itself has been defeated.  
Reigning King, you have been exalted to the highest place and have been 
given the name above all names.  Every soul in all creation shall bow 
before you.  Yet you are not only the Savior of the world, you are also my 
personal Savior.  You call my name.  You know me through and through.  
Nothing about me is hidden from you.  What a privilege to acknowledge 
you as God Almighty and to walk with you as my Friend! 
 
SONGS FOR 4-21-19  This week are posted the lyrics of each song for 
you to meditate upon, plus a related scripture verse for you to look up and 
consider before you prepare to arrive at worship this Sunday at 11am.  
 
a. Let God Arise 
Read Psalm 68:1-4 (The Message translation).  Up with God!  Down with his 
enemies! Adversaries, run for the hills!  Gone like a puff of smoke, like a 
blob of wax in the fire—one look at God and the wicked vanish.  When the 
righteous see God in action  they’ll laugh, they’ll sing, they’ll laugh and sing 
for joy.  Sing hymns to God; all heaven, sing out; clear the way for the 
coming of Cloud-Rider. Enjoy God, cheer when you see him! 
 

Lyrics:  Hear the holy roar of God resound 
Watch the waters part before us now 

Come and see what He has done for us 
Tell the world of His great love 

Our God is a God who saves 
Our God is a God who saves 

Let God arise 
Let God arise 

Our God reigns now and forever 



b. O Come to the Altar.  Here’s Romans 12:1-2 in The Message 
Translation:  Place Your Life Before God-- So here’s what I want you to do, 
God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, 
going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an 
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for 
him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it 
without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be 
changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, 
and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging 
you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, 
develops well-formed maturity in you. 
 
In the Old Testament, the altar was the place where God’s people made 
sacrifices for their sin. It was a unique place where God interacted with 
humans. It’s where people would go to consecrate themselves to God. In 
other words, it’s where people would go to find forgiveness for their sin 
and devote their life to God. In the New Testament, Christ’s death on the 
cross was the ultimate sacrifice on the ultimate altar. As Christians, we do 
not need to make animal sacrifices anymore. Instead, we are to offer our 
lives as “living sacrifices” to God, as Paul says in Romans 12. We are 
“living” sacrifices because Christ has brought us from spiritual death to life. 
We are in right relationship with God. We are consecrated. We are set 
apart for his purpose. The animal sacrifices in the Old Testament were a 
prediction of what was to come in complete fulfillment in Christ. As you 
sing the lyrics of this song, know that the imagery of the “altar” has a lot of 
Biblical meaning behind it. When we sing, “O Come to the Altar,” we are 
not asking people to find a lamb to kill at the front of the church. It’s 
referring to the type of sacrifice Paul mentions in Romans 12:1. We want 
to make it a habit of laying down the ways of our old self at the altar so 
that we can embrace a new life in Christ. 
 
c. Forever-Bethel Music 
Read John 13:31-32 in The Message Translation---When he had left, Jesus 
said, “Now the Son of Man is seen for who he is, and God seen for who he 
is in him. The moment God is seen in him, God’s glory will be on display. In 
glorifying him, he himself is glorified—glory all around! 
 
 



Forever He is glorified 
Forever He is lifted high 

Forever He is risen 
He is alive, He is alive! 

 
d. Like a Lion 
Let’s look at these some of the lyrics through scripture.   

 
Let love explode and bring the dead to life 
A love so bold to see a revolution somehow 

It is the love of God that brings to life a dead faith (James 2:14-26), 
starting with Christ (Romans 5:6-8).  It is this though love that evidences 
our identity as Christ followers (John 13:34-35) and shows that our faith is 
alive (James 2:18).  It also fulfills the Law according to Jesus (Matthew 
22:34-40 and Luke 10:25–37) and will undoubtedly start a revival. 

 
Now I’m lost in Your freedom 

It is freedom from darkness to hope.  Or, put a different way, from a 
slavery of sin (John 8:34, Romans 6:6, Romans 6:20-22, and 1 Corinthians 
6:12) to hope in God (Jeremiah 29:11, Psalm 33:20, Psalm 39:7, Psalm 
62:5, Isaiah 40:31, Isaiah 41:10, Matthew 11:28-30, Romans 5:1-8, 
Romans 8:24-39, Romans 15:13, 1 Corinthians 15:54-58, and 1 Peter 1:3-
6). 

And this world I’ll overcome 
Given that Christ overcame the world (John 16:33), God gives us the 
power to escape its snare (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

 
My God’s not dead 

In perhaps direct opposition to atheist German philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzche’s statement “God is dead”, arguing that enlightenment has killed 
the need for belief in God, the writer’s bold declaration points to the fact 
that… 

He’s surely alive 
…Christ rose from the dead (Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20, Acts 
1:3, Acts 3:15, Acts 4:33, and 1 Corinthians 15:3-8), proving that He is not 
only God, but also that death is defeated (Isaiah 25:8, Hosea 13:14, Luke 
20:35-36, 1 Corinthians 15:24-26, 1 Corinthians 15:55-57, 2 Timothy 1:10, 
and Hebrews 2:14). 



He’s livin’ on the inside 
The Holy Spirit resides in those who follow Jesus (Acts 6:5, Romans 8:9-
11, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 1 Corinthians 6:16-19, Galatians 4:6, Ephesians 
5:18, and 2 Timothy 1:14). 

 
Roaring like a lion 

Probably a reference to Jesus, given that He is of the tribe of Judah 
(Matthew 1:1–6 and Luke 3:31–34) and is referred to as the Lion of Judah 
(Revelation 5:5), the Holy Spirit moves in much the same way as Christ did 
on the earth. 

 
Let hope arise and make the darkness hide 

My faith is dead I need a resurrection somehow 
These two lines clarify ambiguity in earlier lyrics.  The first line refers to 
God’s light that drives out darkness (Psalm 107:10-16, Luke 1:79, John 
1:1-13, John 12:46, Ephesians 5:8, Colossians 1:13, and 1 Peter 2:9) 

 
Let heaven roar, and fire fall 

The first part references line 4 of the chorus while the second, given line 3, 
most likely refers to Acts 2:1-4, where the Holy Spirit rested upon Jesus’ 
disciples in the form of a flame, setting the course for revival in Judea. 

 
See You in Worship This Sunday 


