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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday April 21, 2019    9:30am 

 
PREPARATION MUSIC:  Crown Him with Many Crowns.  
Stanza 1:  Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne; Hark how the heav'nly 
anthem drowns All music but its own! Awake my soul and sing Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King Through all eternity! 
 
In contemplating the glorious coronation of Christ in heaven, each stanza of this hymn 
addresses a different aspect of His worthiness to receive these honors. The first stanza seems 
clearly to invoke Revelation 5:11-14: Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" And I 
heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that 
is in them, saying, "To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 
and glory and might forever and ever!" And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the 
elders fell down and worshiped. 
 
A lamb, the picture of innocence and inoffensiveness, was the sacrifice on many of the 
earliest recorded altars in Genesis, and took on a special meaning under the Sinai Covenant 
as the Passover offering through which God spared His people from the terrible final 
plague.(Exodus 12) A lamb was later prescribed as an offering for personal sins.(Leviticus 5) 
John the Baptizer tied all these together when he said of his cousin Jesus, "Behold the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sins of the world!"(John 1:29) Christ is our "Passover Lamb,"(1 
Corinthians 5:7) "without blemish or spot."(1 Peter 1:19) 
 
It is altogether fitting, then, that John's first vision of Christ enthroned in heaven was in the 
form of a Lamb, and that this would be the most common designation for Christ throughout 
the Revelation: "And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I 
saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth."(Revelation 5:6) The paradox of 
such a meek figure in the midst of such heavenly acclamation is another of those instances 
that Brother Johnny Ramsey once termed, "Truth standing on its head to get our attention." 
Jesus described himself as "meek and lowly in heart,"(Matthew 11:29) and now we see how 
truly the kingdom of heaven belongs to the One who was above all "poor in spirit."(Matthew 
5:3) 
 
Stanza 2:  Crown Him the Lord of Love! Behold His Hands and Side, Rich wounds, yet visible 
above In beauty glorified: No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight, But downward bends 
his burning eye At mysteries so bright! 
 
There is a consistent line from stanza to stanza, identifying Jesus' lordship over different 
aspects of existence. Of course His sovereignty is indicated foremost; but in applying the title 
"Lord of" to abstract concepts, the writer ties into an old tradition of expressing the subject's 
preeminence in various qualities as well. Revelation 19:9 declares Jesus "Lord of Lords," and 
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other passages in the New Testament identify Him as "Lord of the Sabbath,"(Matthew 12:8) 
"Lord of Glory,"(1 Corinthians 2:8) "Lord of Peace,"(2 Thessalonians 3:16--though this might 
refer to the Father) and "Lord of All."(Acts 10:36) Bridges begins stanzas in this hymn by 
calling Jesus "Lord of Love," "Lord of Peace," "Lord of Years," and "Lord of Heaven." Romans 
5:8 says: but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
Stanza 3:  Crown Him the Lord of Life, Who triumphed o'er the grave, Who rose victorious in 
the strife For those He came to save! His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring, And lives that death may die! 
 
Looking again to those great scenes of the Revelation, we find "the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb."(Revelation 22:1) We 
cannot read of "water of life" without thinking back to a quiet scene by Jacob's Well, where 
the Son of God spoke to a lowly, sinful, but attentive listener: "If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He 
would have given you living water."(John 4:10) Christ as the source of eternal life is a 
consistent theme in John's writings; the prologue to his gospel account states, "In Him was 
life, and the life was the light of men,"(John 1:4) and his first epistle opens with the 
statement that, "the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us."(1 
John 1:2) 
 
As the Lord of Life, Jesus came to overthrow the power of death, but He went about it in the 
most unexpected way imaginable--by undergoing it Himself. The writer emphasized this 
amazing juxtaposition in the final two lines, cleverly transposing the order of the key words: 
"Who died eternal life to bring, / And lives that death may die!" The Lord of Life died, "that 
through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery."(Hebrews 2:14-
15) In what should have been the hour of Satan's triumph, he was utterly crushed (as 
promised in Genesis 3:15!), as Jesus "disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame."(Colossians 2:15) 
 
Christ's victory over death was also a victory for all those in His kingdom: "We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
Him. For the death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to 
God."(Romans 6:9-10) This puts a responsibility on us, as we think of the prize He won at 
such awful cost: "So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus."(Romans 6:11) We have the victory over spiritual death already in hand, if we have 
been baptized into Christ's death; and we have the promise of the victory over physical death 
as well:  When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, 
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." "O 
death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.(1 Corinthians 15:54-57) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP—from Ephesians 2    But God loves us deeply. He is full of 
mercy. So he gave us new life because of what Christ has done. He gave us life even 
when we were dead in sin. God’s grace has saved you. 6 God raised us up with Christ. 
He has seated us with him in his heavenly kingdom. That’s because we belong to 
Christ Jesus. He has done it to show the riches of his grace for all time to come. His 
grace can’t be compared with anything else. He has shown it by being kind to us. He 
was kind to us because of what Christ Jesus has done. God’s grace has saved you 
because of your faith in Christ. Your salvation doesn’t come from anything you do. It 
is God’s gift.  It is not based on anything you have done. No one can brag about 
earning it.  We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we 
can do good works. 
 

Leader: Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
People:  He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
Leader:  Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People:  He has given us new life and hope.  He has 
raised Jesus from the dead. 
Leader:  God has claimed us as his own. 
People  He has brought us out of darkness.  He has made 
us light to the world. 
Leader:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
People:  He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  Romans 6:4 We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

1  
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 

All creation join to say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

2  
Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

3  
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
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Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

4  
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
  
CHILDREN’S ANTHEM  Because He lives I can face tomorrow, because 
he lives all fear is gone; because I know he holds the future, and life is 
worth the living just because he lives.  
 

Because He lives...I can face life. 
      Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
Yesterday is gone and there is no need to fret about it because    
      we cannot change it even if we tried to. 
Tomorrow has not come, and may not come, so there is  
     no reason to concern ourselves with it. 
Today—PS 118:24 “This is the day the Lord has made: we  
     will rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
Because He lives…I don't have to worry. 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothes?  Matthew 6:25 
 
I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.  Phil 
4:13  
        And we know that all things work together for good to  
        them that God, to them who are the called according to his  
        purpose.   
 
Because He Lives…I can face death.   
       No one truly yearns for death, but the Christian is so   
       assured of eternal life that fear is not a major factor. 
 
 
Because He lives... I can face eternity. 
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For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Romans 6:23  Jesus paid it all---I 
can face eternity because I know that Jesus paid it all for me. 
"Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads 
unto life, and few there be that find it." (Matthew 7:14) 
 
        Jesus is alive! Because He lives I can face life, death, and  
        eternity! 

 
CONFESSION   John 3:16  For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. 

Leader:  Risen Lord, Eternal and Almighty God, we come to you, 
today, rescued by your holiness. You have so loved us that you 
have sent your only Son, our Lord, into this world for the 
forgiveness of sins and for the reconciliation of justice. 
People:  We humble our hearts in praise and virtue. Give 
to us the love you have promised and the hope you have 
embodied. Have mercy upon us and hear our prayers. 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Romans 6:4 We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 
Leader:  Christ is Risen! The stone is rolled away, the tomb 
found empty. Mary calls out, “I have seen the Lord!”  
People:  We have seen Christ, too, in every helping hand, 
in every heartfelt gift, in every choice to restore life in 
this world.  
Leader:  We are called to this new life in Christ, a life of 
forgiveness and reconciliation. You are forgiven; accept your 
forgiveness and know that God loves you and desires great joy 
for your life.  
People:  Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.   
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SCRIPTURE  Read John 20:1-18. Personal prayer-Risen Christ, through 
your death, sin has been vanquished and death itself has been defeated.  
Reigning King, you have been exalted to the highest place and have been 
given the name above all names.  Every soul in all creation shall bow 
before you.  Yet you are not only the Savior of the world, you are also my 
personal Savior.  You call my name.  You know me through and through.  
Nothing about me is hidden from you.  What a privilege to acknowledge 
you as God Almighty and to walk with you as my Friend! 
 
ANTHEM  personal prayer:  All praise to you, Jesus Christ, risen Savior!  
You triumphed over death and hell.  You are the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords.  Forgiveness and salvation are yours.  You have redeemed 
us and made us holy in the sight of God.  Grace and peace flow from you.  
In you and through you we find strength and blessing and abundant life.  
Let all of heaven and earth declare your praise as the risen Son of God, 
the Savior of the world!  

Why do you seek the living among the dead!  The stone has been rolled away as 
the angel said.  Why are you weeping, when Christ, his promise keeping, has 
opened heaven’s door?  He’s alive, He has risen, the tomb is empty.  He’s alive, he 
has risen, to reign forevermore, He is alive!  Sing Alleluia, Christ is risen.  Sing a 
hymn of praise to God on high.  The power of sin has been overcome, the ransom 
paid by the holy Son, blameless, forgiven, the dead are raised to life!  Praise to the 
Lord of earth and heaven.  Christ arose and opened paradise.  On this day of 
resurrection, join the jubilant celebration.  Alleluia,  Christ is alive!  Alleluia, alleluia, 
hearts to heaven and voice raise.  Sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to God a 
hymn of praise.  Sing Alleluia, Christ is risen.  Sing a hymn of praise to God on 
high.  Now love’s redeeming work is done.  He fought the fight, now the battle’s 
won.  Blessed Redeemer, the King of love and light! Praise to the Lord of earth and 
heaven.  Christ arose and opened paradise.  From the grave he rose, victorious, 
praises ring from the heavenly chorus, Alleluia, Christ is alive, Christ is alive.  Sing 
Alleluia Christ is risen.  Christ is alive, he’s alive, Christ is alive!  

 
CLOSING SONG  Hebrews 2:14 …he too shared in their humanity so 
that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of 
death…and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear 
of death.   By dying, Jesus became our sacrifice and delivered us from 
death.  By rising from the dead, he defeated death, the enemy .  Christ’s 
death and resurrection free us from the fear of death because death has 
been defeated.   
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1 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to heaven and voices raise: 

sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to God a hymn of praise; 
he who on the cross a victim for the world's salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, now is risen from the dead. 

2  
Alleluia, Christ is risen! Death at last has met defeat: 

see the ancient powers of evil in confusion and retreat; 
once he died, and once was buried: now he lives forevermore, 

Jesus Christ the world's Redeemer, whom we worship and 
adore. 

3  
Christ is risen, we are risen! Set your hearts on things above: 

there in all the Father's glory lives and reigns our King of love; 
hear the word of peace he brings us, see his wounded hands and 

side; 
now let every wrong be ended, every sin be crucified. 

4  
Alleluia, alleluia! Glory be to God on high! 

Alleluia to the Savior who has gained the victory! 
Alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity! 

Alleluia, alleluia to the Triune Majesty! 
 

 See You in Worship This Sunday 
 

  
 
 
 
 


