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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday May 5, 2019    9:30am 

 
PREPARATION MUSIC:   

Spend some time thinking about:   God is “Holy, Holy, Holy”.  
The phrase “holy, holy, holy” appears twice in the Bible, 
once in the Old Testament (Isaiah 6:3) and once in the New 
(Revelation 4:8). Both times, the phrase is spoken or sung 
by heavenly creatures, and both times it occurs in the vision 
of a man who was transported to the throne of God: first by 
the prophet Isaiah and then by the apostle John.  
 
The holiness of God is the most difficult of all God’s 
attributes to explain, partly because it is one of His essential 
attributes that is not shared, inherently, by man. We are 
created in God’s image, and we can share many of His 
attributes, to a much lesser extent, of course—love, mercy, 
faithfulness, etc. But some of God’s attributes, such as 
omnipresence, omniscience, and omnipotence, will never be 
shared by created beings. Similarly, holiness is not 
something that we will possess as an inherent part of our 
nature; we only become holy in relationship to Christ. It is 
an imputed holiness. Only in Christ do we “become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). God’s holiness is 
what separates Him from all other beings, what makes Him 
separate and distinct from everything else. God’s holiness is 
more than just His perfection or sinless purity; it is the 
essence of His “other-ness,” His transcendence. God’s 
holiness embodies the mystery of His awesomeness and 
causes us to gaze in wonder at Him as we begin to 
comprehend just a little of His majesty. 
 
Isaiah was a firsthand witness of God’s holiness in his vision 
described in Isaiah 6. Even though Isaiah was a prophet of 
God and a righteous man, his reaction to the vision of God’s 
holiness was to be aware of his own sinfulness and to 
despair for his life (Isaiah 6:5). Even the angels in God’s 



2 
 

presence, those who were crying, “Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD Almighty,” covered their faces and feet with four of 
their six wings. Covering the face and feet no doubt denotes 
the reverence and awe inspired by the immediate presence 
of God (Exodus 3:4–5). The seraphim stood covered, as if 
concealing themselves as much as possible, in recognition of 
their unworthiness in the presence of the Holy One. And if 
the pure and holy seraphim exhibit such reverence in the 
presence of the Lord, with what profound awe should we, 
polluted and sinful creatures, presume to draw near to Him! 
The reverence shown to God by the angels should remind us 
of our own presumption when we rush thoughtlessly and 
irreverently into His presence, as we often do because we do 
not understand His holiness. 
 
John’s vision of the throne of God in Revelation 4 was similar 
to that of Isaiah. Again, there were living creatures around 
the throne crying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 
Almighty” (Revelation 4:8) in reverence and awe of the Holy 
One. John goes on to describe these creatures giving glory 
and honor and reverence to God continually around His 
throne. Interestingly, John’s reaction to the vision of God in 
His throne is different from Isaiah’s. There is no record of 
John falling down in terror and awareness of his own sinful 
state, perhaps because John had already encountered the 
risen Christ at the beginning of his vision (Revelation 1:17). 
Christ had placed His hand upon John and told him not to be 
afraid. In the same way, we can approach the throne of 
grace if we have the hand of Christ upon us in the form of 
His righteousness, exchanged for our sin at the cross (2 
Corinthians 5:21).  
 
But why the three-fold repetition “holy, holy, holy”?  The 
repetition of a name or an expression three times was quite 
common among the Jews. In Jeremiah 7:4, the Jews are 
represented by the prophet as saying, “The temple of the 
Lord” three times, expressing their intense confidence in 
their own worship, even though it was hypocritical and 
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corrupt. Jeremiah 22:29, Ezekiel 21:27, and 2 Samuel 18:33 
contain similar three-fold expressions of intensity. Therefore, 
when the angels around the throne call or cry to one 
another, “Holy, holy, holy,” they are expressing with force 
and passion the truth of the supreme holiness of God, that 
essential characteristic which expresses His awesome and 
majestic nature.  
 
In addition, “holy, holy, holy”  expresses the triune nature of 
God, the three Persons of the Godhead, each equal in 
holiness and majesty. Jesus Christ is the Holy One who 
would not “see decay” in the grave, but would be 
resurrected to be exalted at the right hand of God (Acts 
2:26; 13:33-35). Jesus is the “Holy and Righteous One” 
(Acts 3:14) whose death on the cross allows us to stand 
before the throne of our holy God unashamed. The third 
Person of the trinity—the Holy Spirit—by His very name 
denotes the importance of holiness in the essence of the 
Godhead. 
 
Finally, the two visions of the angels around the throne 
crying, “Holy, holy, holy,” clearly indicates that God is the 
same in both testaments. Often we think of the God of the 
Old Testament as a God of wrath and the God of the New 
Testament as a God of love. But Isaiah and John present a 
unified picture of our holy, majestic, awesome God who 
does not change (Malachi 3:6), who is the same yesterday, 
today and forever (Hebrews 13:8), and “with whom is no 
variableness nor shadow of turning” (James 1:17). God’s 
holiness is eternal, just as He is eternal. 
 
Holy, holy, holy.  Holy, Thou art holy…Holy, holy, holy! Lord 
God Almighty!  Early in the morning our song shall rise to 
Thee; Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty!  God in three 
persons, blessed Trinity!  Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints 
adore Thee, Casting down their golden crowns around the 
glassy sea; Chrubim and seraphim, falling down before 
Thee, Who wert, and art, and evermore shall be.  Thou art 
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holy!  Thou art holy!  Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness 
hide Thee, Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not 
see; Only Thou are holy, there is none beside Thee.  Perfect 
in power, in love and purity…Thou art holy!  Thou art holy! 
Holy, holy, holy art Thou, O Thou art holy, Thou alone art 
holy!    

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
In John 14—Jesus promises to send us the Holy Spirit:  15 “If you 
love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 
17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with 
you and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you.  The Spirit is here to empower us to become Jesus’ 
hands and feet as we respond to his calling and service.   
 

Leader: Blessed are you, Holy One, creator of all that is and 
all that ever will be. 
People:  You sent your holy child, Jesus, to heal us 
and bless us, to show us your love. 
Leader:  After his suffering and death on the cross, he is still 
among us, 
proclaiming repentance and forgiveness of sins for all who 
call on his name. 
People:  Just as you sent the power of the Holy Spirit 
to those who first believed, fill us now with your 
power and grace, that we may become the hands and 
feet, and heart and spirit, of Christ. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
Easter for Christians is not just one day, but rather a 50-day period. 
The season of Easter, or Eastertide, begins at sunset on the eve of 
Easter and ends on Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of the 
Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church (see Acts 2).  This extended 
season gives us time to rejoice and experience what it means when 
we say Christ is risen. It’s the season when we remember our 
baptisms and how through this sacrament we are, according to the 
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liturgy, “incorporated into Christ’s mighty acts of salvation.” As 
“Easter people,” we also celebrate and ponder the birth of the Church 
and gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost), and how we are to live as faithful 
disciples of Christ. 

1 
I know that my Redeemer lives; 

what joy this blest assurance gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 

He lives, my everliving Head. 
3 

He lives to bless me with His love, 
He lives to plead for me above, 

He lives my hungry soul to feed, 
He lives to help in time of need. 

4 
He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend, 

He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
5 

He lives, all glory to His name! 
He lives, my Savior, still the same. 

What joy this blest assurance gives, 
"I know that my Redeemer lives!" 

  
CONFESSION   
Read Romans 3:23…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God…here’s a prayer:  You, O Lord, are holy, righteous, perfect in 
every way.  We, on our own, are none of these things.  You cannot 
accept anything less than perfection, and we cannot achieve anything 
greater than imperfection.  None of us, can live up to your standard 
and each of us knows it.  There are no excuses, but HALLELUJAH! 
There is a pardon.  By your grace, through faith in the blood of 
Jesus, we have been saved and made alive with Christ.  Thank you, 
Father, for your love and mercy.   
 

Leader:  God of amazing grace, you have asked us to give 
of ourselves, wholly and completely. We have heard your 
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call and have responded with great affirmation and joy.  We 
are blessed to be a blessing! 
People:  Yet there are times when we fall short. 
Times when we forget. Times when we focus on the 
wrong things. Times when we put our money and 
our resources into our earthly possessions and not 
into a church that you have created and blessed. 
Leader:  Help us to have faith, O God. Help us to give 
through that faith.  
People:  Help us to be blessed by that faith. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Psalm 145:8 The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger 
and rich in love.  We thank God for his open hands which have 
satisfied the deepest desires of our hearts through Jesus Christ…and 
keep on giving every day of our lives!   
 

Leader: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in lovingkindness. He has not dealt with 
us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him. As far 
as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 
transgressions from us.  
People:  Bless the Lord, O My Soul.  Let all that is 
within me bless his Holy Name. 

 
SCRIPTURE  Numbers 6:22-26 “How to Bless the People”.  A 
blessing was one way of asking for God’s divine favor to rest upon 
others.  The ancient blessing in these verses helps us understand 
what a blessing was supposed to do.  Its five parts conveyed hope 
that God would:  1.  Bless and protect; 2. Radiate with joy because 
of us; 3. Be gracious (merciful and compassionate) to us; 4. Show 
favor to us.  5. Give us peace.  When you ask God to bless others 
you are asking him to do these five things.  The blessing you offer 
will not only help the one receiving it; it will also demonstrate love, 
encourage others, and provide a model of caring to those who watch.   
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ANTHEM  Lamb of God.  "The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, 'Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!'" - John 
1:29 

A recurring theme in scripture is God as our Shepherd and 
we as His sheep. But from the beginning God had only one 
lamb chosen to be the Lamb of God, His Son Jesus, who 
would take away the sin of the world. Isaiah 53:6 says, “We 
all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to 
his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.” God gave us a picture of Jesus as the sacrificial lamb 
in Genesis 22 and Exodus 12. In the New Testament Jesus 
pays the price of our sins by His death on the cross and is 
exalted as the slain Lamb who is worthy of praise. Jesus, the 
Lamb of God.  This song tells the story of Jesus: the love the 
Father for has for mankind, Jesus' great sacrifice, and our 
aspirations for grace and forgiveness.  

The first verse reminds us of the great gift the Father has 
given us in his Son. Jesus, his only begotten son, free from 
sin and pure in every way, was put on this earth to become 
a sacrifice. Not just any sacrifice, but the final sacrifice. The 
sacrifice that will cleanse us of our sins. The Lamb of God.  
The lyrics relate Jesus’ 'reward' for his love of humanity. He 
was laughed at and ridiculed (Luke 22:63-65, Luke 23:35, 
39). They accused him of blasphemy (Mk 14:63-64). Then, 
because he did not succumb to their taunts, they called him 
a fraud. Finally, he was crucified.  In the refrain, it speaks of 
our love for Jesus, and calls out to God for salvation. The 
lyrics ask for us to be washed in Jesus's precious blood, 
thereby cleansing us of sin.   The final verse speaks of the 
despair we all feel at times, feeling lost. We can all be saved 
by Jesus, as he calls us to his side and leads us on to 
victory. Previously in the song, 'Lamb of God' was used in 
reference to Jesus. Here, the song lyrics read:  by joining 
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Jesus, we too can become a 'lamb of God', and lead others 
to Christ and to salvation. 

Your only son no sin to hide but you have sent him from your side to 
walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God.  Your gift of 
love they crucified they laughed and scorned Him as he died.  The 
humble King they named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God.  Oh 
Lamb of God, Sweet Lamb of God.  I love the Holy Lamb of God oh 
wash me in his precious blood my Jesus Christ the Lamb of God.  I 
was so lost I should have died but you have brought me to Your side 
to be led by your staff and rod and to be called the Lamb of God.  Oh 
wash me in his precious blood my Jesus Christ the Lamb of God. 

 
CLOSING SONG   
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord lift his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace.  
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you, be 
gracious, the Lord be gracious, gracious unto you.  Amen.   
 
A prayer:  This blessing washes over me today like refreshing ocean waves on a 
scorching summer day.  I praise you, my compassionate, merciful God, for 
granting me your acceptance and your favor.  I praise you, my strong, tender 
Father, for giving me your peace---a peace like no other, a peace that only you 
can give.  I praise you and rest in you today, sweet Lord, as you offer me your 
blessing and your protection.  Turn your face toward me, now, I pray and shine 
upon me…that I may shine for you.   
 

 See You in Worship This Sunday 
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