
1 
 

WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday May 12, 2019    9:30am 

 
PREPARATION MUSIC:  Sara and Maddie Smith welcome us to 
worship with a song that combines two songs---“Praise God from 
whom all blessing flow” with “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”.  The 
first song is inspired by these verses (Psalm 148:1-2, 10-14):  Praise 
the Lord!  Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the 
heights!  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!  Beasts 
and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds!  Kings of the earth 
and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!  Young men and 
women, old men and children!  Let them praise the name of the 
Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and 
heaven.  The second song,  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” is 
based on Psalms 103 and 150 (read these in your bible).  It was 
inspired not only by those psalms but also by the beauty of the hills 
and rivers that Neander (the composer) experienced on his walks 
through the German countryside. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise 
Him, all creatures here below.  Praise Him above, ye 
heav’nly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Praise to the Lord the Almighty, the King of creation!  
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and 
salvation!  All ye who hear, now to His temple draw 
near; Join me in glad adoration!  Praise to the Lord, 
who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth.  Shelters 
thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!  Has 
thou not seen, How thy desires all have been granted 
in what He ordaineth? Praise to the Lord! O let all 
that is in me adore Him!  All that hath life and breath, 
come now with praise before Him!  Let the “amen” 
sound from His people again; Gladly forever, for ever 
and ever adore the Lord!   

 
CALL TO WORSHIP This call to worship is based on Psalm 67.  The 
metaphor of light is followed by a trio of themes:  God’s grace, praise 
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of the peoples, God’s blessing.  Imagine this three-part worship 
scenario: 
  
Pastor:  O God, may your unmerited favor rest upon us and may the 
lights of your countenance flood our hearts and minds with all 
spiritual understanding.  Then we can be your witnesses, your living 
letters, bringing proof of your salvation and love to all nations on 
earth.  
People:  In this praise gathering, we lift our voices to you, O God!  
We are but one tribe, one nation among many who rejoice to see 
justice and perfect leadership.  We express the utmost joy and 
gladness in you today. 
God:  If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land (2 Chronicles 7:14).   
 
God is speaking.  We must listen.  As he shines upon us, we’ll reflect 
his glory.   
 

Leader:  May God be gracious to us and bless us and make 
his face shine on us, that your way may be known on earth, 
your saving power among all nations. 
People:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the 
peoples praise you. 
Leader:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you 
judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon 
earth. 
People:  Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the 
peoples praise you. 
Leader:  The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, 
shall bless us. 
People:  God shall bless us; let all the ends of the 
earth fear him. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  Here are four verses to consider as you prepare 
to sing this hymn.   
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1 Samuel 7:12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between 
Mizpah and Shen and called its name Ebenezer; for he said, “Till now 
the Lord has helped us.” 
 
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, 
 
1 John 4:16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that 
God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him. 
 
Romans 5:8 But God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

V1 
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing tune my heart to sing 

Thy grace. 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing call for songs of loudest 

praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues 

above. 
Praise his name, I'm fixed upon it name of God’s redeeming 

love. 
V2 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I've come.   
And I hope, by thy good pleasure safely to arrive at home.   

Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of 
God!   

He, to rescue me from danger bought me with his precious 
blood 

V3 
Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be.   

Let thy goodness like a fetter bind my wandering heart to 
Thee.   

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I 
love. 
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Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it seal it for Thy courts 
above. 

 
CONFESSION  Today’s confession is inspired by Psalm 67, a song of 
hope and praise to God. The Psalmist has confidence in God’s 
sovereign rule over all things, and he believes God will give 
generously to his people, as seen in verses 6 and 7. If we’re honest 
with ourselves, we have moments of doubt — whether in God’s 
sovereign care or our belief in his all-powerful nature or in his 
generosity and his goodness toward his people. Be specific, and 
confess your hopelessness and doubt to God. 
 

Leader:  O God, we express our sorrow and repentance for 
our moments of hopelessness and doubt.   
People:  Forgive us for the times when we become so 
burdened by our cares and worries that we forget 
what you have spoken to us in your Word.  
Leader:  You are God, and your words are trustworthy and 
true. We know and we believe that you are the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. We remember how you have 
cared for your people in the past, you are with us in our 
present circumstances, and your rule and your reign extend 
forever.  
People:  Give us assurance through your Word and by 
your Spirit. Help us to say:  “Why are you cast down, 
O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? 
Hope in God….” You, Lord, are our salvation and our 
God. We turn from our sins and commit ourselves in 
faith, to you and to your ways today. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Read Psalm 27:14.  God offers help for 
today and hope for the future.  Unwavering confidence in God is our 
antidote for fear and loneliness.  David knew from experience what it 
meant to wait for the Lord.  He was anointed king at age 16, but 
didn’t become king until he was 30.  He was chased through the 
wilderness by jealous King Saul.  Later, he was chased by his 
rebellious son Absalom.  David had to wait on God for the fulfillment 
of his promise to reign.  Waiting on God is not easy.  Sometimes it 
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seems that he isn’t answering our prayers or doesn’t understand the 
urgency of our situation.  This kind of thinking implies that God is not 
in control or is not fair.  But God is worth waiting for.  Isaiah 40: 27-
31 calls us to wait because often God uses waiting to refresh, renew 
and teach us.   
 

Leader:  In Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven!  Blessed be 
the Lord, for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to 
us. 
People:  Love the Lord…Be strong, and let our hearts 
take courage, all who wait for the Lord! 

SCRIPTURE  Read Numbers 6:25. So what does “the Lord make His 
face shine on you” mean? The fact that God would have Aaron and 
the priests to repeat this blessing for centuries must mean it is very 
important. It’s not just meant to be a ritualistic chant to let the 
congregation know the worship service is over. This blessing is an 
appeal to God to look favorably upon His people and to grant His 
presence, blessing, guidance, and grace. “The Lord keep you” is a 
blessing of God’s protection. Jesus said, “See that you do not despise 
one of these little ones for I say to you that their angels in heaven 
continually behold the face of My Father in heaven” (Matt. 18:10). 
Jesus revealed this interesting fact—as the angels watch over the 
children on earth, they are at the same time looking at God’s shining 
face in heaven. Sometimes we forget heaven is that close. “The Lord 
CAUSE His face to shine on you” implies that God does not shine on 
everyone. He causes His face to shine on those who seek His face 
and want to be a blessing to Him. A number of verses asks that God 
not hide His face from them (Job 13:24, Psalm 27:9, 44:24, 69:17, 
88:14, 102:2, 143:7).  The Scriptural blessing goes on to say, “the 
Lord lift His countenance on you” which is a picture of a father 
smiling and taking pleasure in his child. If Israel were to ever turn 
away in rebellion, God says, “But I will surely hide My face in that 
day because of all the evil they will do” (Deut. 31:18). When the Lord 
lifts His countenance upon us, it shows that He is looking on us for 
our good. God wants to bless us. He wants to protect us. He wants 
to make His face to shine upon us and be gracious to us, and give us 
peace.  
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OFFERTORY SONG  Psalm 113:1-3 From the rising of the sun to its 
setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!  Praise the Lord…Let 
the name of the Lord be praised, both now and forevermore…from 
the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord 
is to be praised.  As we respond to the psalmist’s command, are we 
praising him continually—by every action of our lives as well as with 
our voices?  Are we praising him in prayer!  Are we praising him in 
front of our children as well as in private moments of meditation?  
 

From the rising to the setting of the sun we will sing your 
praise and join our hearts as one.  We stand to bless your 
holy name, we lift our hands, your praise proclaim from the 
rising to the setting of the sun.  With the rising of the sun, 
most Holy Lord, we will sing to you our morning song of 
praise.  For comfort through the dark of night, your presence 
in the morning light, for hope renewed and wrongs made 
right, we praise you, Lord.  We praise you Lord, we praise you 
Lord, from the rising to the setting of the sun.  We thank you, 
Lord, we thank you, Lord, from the rising to the setting of the 
sun.  With the setting of the sun, most holy Lord, we will sing 
to you our evensong of praise for health and strength 
throughout the day, your guiding hand along the way, for 
hearing us each time we pray, we thank you, Lord.  From the 
rising to the setting of the sun we sing your praise. 

 
CLOSING SONG  Our closing song continues today’s theme of 
God’s Face shining on us.   Stanza one focuses on the light “shining 
in the midst of the darkness” and Christ as the “Light of the World” 
(John 8:12). This Light “sets us free by the truth...” (John 8:32).  
The final stanza focuses on how Christ’s brightness may be reflected 
in our lives as “our faces display your likeness.”  
 
Charles Wesley’s famous hymn, “Love divine, all loves excelling,” is 
fleetingly paraphrased as Christ’s brightness is “ever changing [us] 
from glory to glory” as we mirror him. The third stanza concludes 
with a petition: “May our lives tell your story.” 
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V1 
Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

chorus 
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light 
 

V3 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION 
Numbers 6:24-26. The Lord bless you — Bestow upon you all manner 
of blessings, temporal and spiritual. Keep you — that is, continue his 
blessings to you, and preserve you in and to the use of them; keep 
you from sin, and its bitter effects. Shine upon you — alluding to the 
shining of the sun upon the earth, to enlighten, and warm, and 
renew the face of it. The Lord love you, and make you know that he 
loves you. We must be happy, if we have God’s love; and know that 
we have it. Lift up his countenance — that is, look upon you with a 
cheerful and pleasant countenance, as one that is well pleased with 
you and your services. Peace — peace with God, with your own 
conscience, and with all; all prosperity is comprehended under this 
word. 
 
Numbers: 6:24-27 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord lift his countenance upon you, and 
give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace.  
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The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you, be 
gracious, the Lord be gracious, gracious unto you.  Amen.   
 

 See You in Worship This Sunday 
 

  
  

 

 


