
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11AM-May 26, 2019 
 

Check out the Crestview Web-Site to view this week’s WORSHIP 
PREPARATION NOTES for 11AM Worship SUNDAY May 26, 2019.  If you 
take just a few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum through 
the song melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of God to 
interact with you in a more powerful way! 
 
SCRIPTURE: Read Numbers 6:25. God is Gracious.  To be gracious means 
'to favor,' ‘to show kindnesses’ to an inferior, and ‘to be compassionate.’ In 
the Old Testament of the Bible, this adjective applies to God, indicative of 
His favor and mercy, His long-suffering and general inclination of favor and 
kindness. In Isaiah 30:18 it says, “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; 
he rises to show you compassion.” God is gracious because He is love. It is 
His character to love even if love is not returned to Him. He will give us 
good things because of His goodness. He extends favor, mercy, and 
kindness on whoever He pleases because it’s who He is. God is gracious 
because He is our Creator. Even when we don’t acknowledge Him or 
worship Him, He still endows us with good things because He wants to. 
God created mankind as good and He won’t turn His back on His creatures 
or creation. How is God gracious? Think of a parent. A father and mother 
will give good things to their children because they want to nurture their 
children. They provide shelter, food, and clothing because they know that 
it is necessary for the well-being of the children. They also give them gifts 
out of love for their children. God does the same thing. He has provided 
everything for humanity in order for them to grow and prosper. He goes 
beyond just subsistence. He personalizes each and every gift. He does this 
even though we don’t recognize or deserve it.   When is God gracious? God 
is gracious all the time, even when we are disobedient to Him. It is His 
character to be gracious and He "does not change like the shifting 
shadows" (James 1:17). He extends His mercy to us until the final moment 
of our lives. He wants none to perish because He created us to live in 
eternity with Him.  It is by God’s grace that we can have eternal life. God 
had so much compassion on humanity that He sent His only Son to die for 
the disobedience of all mankind. God is gracious in our times of need, 
sending provision for us:  "For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, 



so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do" 
(Ephesians 2:8-10). 
 
SONGS FOR 5-26-19  This week are posted the lyrics of each song for 
you to meditate upon, plus a related scripture verse for you to look up and 
consider before you prepare to arrive at worship this Sunday at 11am.  
 
a. Your Grace is Enough 
1. God wrestles with the sinner’s restless heart.  That’s you and me!  Until 
Christ comes back to earth or we get heaven, we will be struggling with 
temptation and doing the wrong things. The good news is, God hasn’t 
written us off because of it! God is constantly chasing after us with love 
and grace.  I Corinthians 15:56-57  “For sin is the sting that results in 
death, and the law gives sin its power. 57 But thank God! He gives us 
victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
2. God keeps His promises.  God has promised to provide for our needs 
(Matthew 6:25-34), give us hope and comfort in hard times (Psalm 119:49-
50), reward us for our perseverance in following Him (Hebrews 10:35-36), 
and so much more. When you see your life from God’s perspective, 
everything starts falling into place. Focus on these promises today. 
 
3. We are covered in God’s love.  Romans 8:35-39 says there is nothing 
that can separate us from Christ’s love.  God sent his Son Jesus to come 
and die so we could have a life with Him. (Read John 3:16).  When you 
realize these facts, it can change the way you view yourself, life, and God 
for the better. 
 
4. God’s grace is enough. Next time life throws you a bad curve ball, 
remind yourself: It’s OK because God is still with me and He is my delight. 
(Psalm 37:4) Things may not look how you expected, but a life with God 
will be more beautiful than anyone could have imagined. 
 
b. Our God is Greater  Lyrics:  Water you turned into wine, opened the 
eyes of the blind. There’s no one like you, none like You!  Into the 
darkness you shine. Out of the ashes we rise. There’s no one like you, 



none like You!  Our God is greater, our God is stronger, God, You are 
higher than any other.  Our God is Healer, awesome in power, Our God! 
Our God!  And if our God is for us, then who could ever stop us? And if our 
God is with us, then what could stand against?  Read Psalm 135:5. For I 
know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods.  The 
motive behind the praise in this psalm is the sovereignty of God, who 
chose Israel as his “treasured possession”, demonstrated his superiority 
over pagan deities, and still orchestrates all the events of Israel’s history---
past, present, and future.  Knowing that God never changes and that he is 
concerned with our “daily agenda” motivates us to praise him and please 
him in everything we think or do.   
 
c. Arms Open Wide  Lyrics:  Take my life I lay it down, at the cross 
where I am found, all I have I give to You, that I may walk in all You have 
for me.   Oh, here I stand arms open wide.  Oh, I am Yours and You are 
mine, Jesus.  Take my moments and my days, let each breath that I take  
be ever only for You oh God.  My whole life is Yours I give it all, 
surrendered to Your Name and forever I will pray, have Your way, have 
Your way.   
 
Deuteronomy 33:27 “The eternal God is your dwelling place, and 
underneath are the everlasting arms. And he thrust out the enemy before 
you and said, ‘Destroy.’” 
 
What a powerfully encouraging Bible verse this is and it “is the blessing 
with which Moses the man of God blessed the people of Israel before his 
death” (Deut 33:1), so this is Moses encouraging the congregation of 
Israel, knowing his death is near, that only “The eternal God is your 
dwelling place,” where you’re “underneath the everlasting arms,” arms that 
are open still today ready to receive all who come to Him in faith. God has 
destroyed the last enemy, and that is death, through Jesus Christ. That 
enables believers to have an eternal dwelling with the eternal God, and be 
under those “everlasting arms” for all time.  If you picture the cross, or 
you’ve seen a picture of Calvary, then you can see that Jesus’ arms are 
open wide for all to come, and He says, “Come to me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt 11:28). More than that, He 
tells all to “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matt 11:29). Just 



as our yokes are hard and our burdens are heavy, Jesus says, “my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light” (Matt 11:30). 

 
d. Grace Like Rain  "And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in 
every good work." (2 Corinthians 9:8)  Do you have an appreciation for 
walking outside while the rain washes down on you?   God’s grace is like 
rain. It’s going to come down. God longs to be gracious to His people 
(Isaiah 30:18), and He has given grace to each one (Ephesians 4:7). Just 
as the rain cleanses and refreshes the physical world, God’s grace cleanses 
and refreshes the soul.  Even if it doesn’t seem to be “raining” right now, 
know that God’s grace is there for the asking (Hebrews 4:16). Remarkably, 
it is even there when we do not ask for it. God’s grace is there for you – 
stand in the rain! 
 

See You in Worship This Sunday 


