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WORSHIP NOTES  
Sunday May 26, 2019   9:30am 

 
PREPARATION MUSIC:  Louis Ruf welcomes us to worship singing 
a Fanny Crosby hymn, “Lord, here am I”.  Read 1 Samuel 3 (The 
Lord calls Samuel).  Here’s a prayer before worship:  When you 
speak to me, Lord, I often fail to hear.  And when I hear, I often fail 
to understand.  And when I understand, I often fail to obey.  The 
clamorous world around me obcures your voice.  Yet even in silence 
my noisy soul can drown out the gentle whisper of your Spirit.  Give 
me, I pray, the wisdom of Eli, who knew when your voice was 
calling.  And then give me the obedient heart of Samuel, that I might 
say to you:  “Speak, for your servant is listening!” 
 

Master, thou callest, I gladly obey; only direct me, 
and I’ll find thy way.  Teach me the mission 
appointed for me.  What is my labor, and where it 
shall be.  Master, thou callest, and this I replay, 
“Ready and willing, Lord, here am I.”  Willing, my 
Savior, to take up the cross; willing to suffer 
reproaches and loss; willing to follow, if thou will 
but lead; only support me with grace in my need.  
Master, thou callest, and this I reply, “ready and 
willing, Lord, here am I.”  Living or dying, I still 
would be thine, Yet I am mortal while thou art 
divine.  Pardon, whenever I turn from the right; Pity, 
and bring me again to the light.  Master thou callest, 
and this I reply, “Ready and willing, Lord, here am I, 
here am I.”     

 
CALL TO WORSHIP Read Ephesians 2:4-5 (made alive in Christ).  
Here’s a prayer:  While I was a sinner, lost, and hopeless, without 
purpose or value, you saved me.  I did nothing to earn this salvation.  
It was only by your power and for your pleasure that you saved me.  
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You crafted me into a new creation full of divine purpose and value.  
I have been transformed from death to life, from hopelessness to 
purposefulness, from ashes to beauty and all by the power and 
prerogative of your grace.  What can I do in response but to thank 
you for living in me and to seek with all my heart to live in you?   
 

Leader:  Grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 
People:  God, being rich in mercy, because of his 
great love with which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our transgressions, made us alive 
together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved! 
Leader:  And raised us up with him, and seated us with him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to 
come he might show the surpassing riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
People:  For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
Leader:  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation to all. 
People:  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which 
we have done in righteousness, but according to his 
mercy; 
Leader: By the washing of regeneration and renewing by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out upon us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior; 
People:  So that being justified by grace we would be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE   
On this memorial day weekend, we sing America the Beautiful.  Here 
are six scriptures and six ways we can pray for our country.   
 
1. First of all, pray for America's leaders at the federal, state, and 
local levels.  1 Timothy 2:1-2 says, "Therefore I exhort first of all that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made 
for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence."  How do we 
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intercede for our leaders? Pray: That our leaders would know God 
and serve Him; That God would give them wisdom and surround 
them with godly counselors; That they would stand boldly and 
courageously in the face of evil, without backing down from 
righteousness; and that they would have ears to hear God's 
instruction and eyes to see His strategies. 
 
2. Pray for God's people to turn back to Him. 2 Chronicles 7:14 says: 
"... if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, 
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land." 
This promise is not contingent upon lost people coming to Jesus. It's 
completely dependent upon us--God's people--humbling ourselves, 
praying, seeking God's face, and turning from our wicked ways! 
 
3. Pray for God's people to love and serve America again in practical 
ways.  Proverbs 11:11 says, "By the blessing of the upright the city is 
exalted, but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked." If a city 
can be lifted up when God's people bless it, how much more a 
nation? We as God's people need to bless our nation.  For example, 
pray:  For individuals whom God is calling to run for office to answer 
that call; For people to answer God's call to become entrepreneurs, 
providing jobs for others; For Christians to get involved in civic 
duties, so they witness for Jesus in those spaces; and For people 
even to buy American-made goods whenever possible. 
  
4. Ask God to raise up the leaders He wants in office, and to bring 
down the leaders He doesn’t want in office.  Scripture tells us 
specifically that it is one of God's jobs to promote certain people, 
according to His choosing, and to bring others down. Psalm 75:6-7 
says, "For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the west 
nor from the south. But God is the Judge: He puts down one, and 
exalts another."  Daniel 2:20-21 says, "Daniel answered and said: 
'Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might 
are His. And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes 
kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and 
knowledge to those who have understanding." 
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Therefore, when you pray, ask God to raise up and bless every leader 
who suits His purposes for our nation--and to bring down every 
leader who does not.  According to 1 Timothy 2, we should always 
pray for all leaders--even for those leaders who lead unrighteously. It 
is not God's will that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance (2 Peter 3:9). We should always ask God to save and 
have mercy on individual leaders. 
 
5. Ask God to teach us how to disciple this entire nation for Him.  
The Great Commission was not just a command to disciple people; it 
was a command to disciple nations. Matthew 28:18-20 says:  "And 
Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, 'All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.' Amen."  We need to pray that God will show us how to 
influence entire nations for Him. How can we use each sphere of 
society--media, arts, business, government, religion--to show people 
His glory? The Lord will show us if we pray. 
  
6. Pray for the hearts of parents to turn back to their children, and 
the hearts of the children to turn back to their parents.  Malachi 4:5-6 
says, "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he will turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse."  It is God's will 
for parents and children to love, serve, protect, and honor one 
another. 

V1 
O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 

V2 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet whose stern impassioned stress 
A thorough fare for freedom beat across the wilderness. 

America! America! God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
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Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law. 
V3 

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life. 

America! America!  May God thy gold refine 
Till all success be nobleness, and every gain divine. 

V4 
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 
Thine alabster cities gleam undimmed by human tears. 

America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea!  

 
CONFESSION  Read Isaiah 41—God, the Helper of Israel.  41:10 
says:  Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up 
with my victorious right hand.  Here’s a prayer:  By faith, I am a 
descendant of Abraham, a part of Your spiritual Israel.  I can claim 
Your loving promises, given here to Israel, as my own!  You are my 
God, too.  So calm the fears of this servant and worshiper, and infuse 
me with strength.  Help and uphold me.  Please, condescend to be 
with me; more than anything, I need Your divine friendship.     
 

Leader:  God of Grace, we come to you in need of your 
forgiveness and tender mercies. Our first sin of the day leads 
to many others: the neglect of those around us who are in 
need; the presumption that we are justified in our thoughts 
and actions; a lack of love for our neighbors; and worst of 
all, a lack of love for you.  
People:  Our reliance on our own strength has led to 
countless failure.  Lord, help us. Keep us from 
robbing you of the worship you desire.  Keep us from 
giving ourselves the benefit of the doubt, while 
questioning your every motive. Prevent us from 
praising you with our mouths, while remaining 
spiritually aloof and disconnected. Set our hearts 
ablaze for you, God. 
Leader:  With my voice I sing praises to you, my mouth 
proclaims you as Lord, but my heart is often slow to feel. 
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Gratitude eludes me. Father, forgive me as I have 
dishonored you with my priorities, allowing my mind to be 
captivated by temporal things, while remaining unmoved at 
thoughts of your grace, your holiness, your salvation. May I 
never forget that you have my soul in your hands. You 
uphold me by your strong right hand. You give me 
everything I need, and indeed, so much more than I 
deserve. 
People:  Be my portion today and every day. Give me 
more grace. Stir my soul to trust only in you. There is 
no treasure so great as to rest in the finished work of 
Jesus, the only One through whom I dare approach 
you. And the One in whose name I pray, even now. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
Read Psalm 103:11-13 …For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is His loving devotion for those who fear Him. As far 
as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 
transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.…  Here’s a 
prayer:  Lord, I am grateful that your mercy, love and compassion 
temper the anger and judgment that should rightfully fall on me.  
Praise be to the Lord of love and grace!   
 

Leader:  Grant that through the lens of repentance, I may 
see more clearly the beauty and sufficiency of the cross. Let 
your mercies draw me to yourself. Cause me, by your grace, 
to long for your coming. 
People:  Father, enable me to rest in this: to all who 
confess their sins to you, you are faithful and just to 
forgive. This is my assurance: what you set free, is 
free indeed. When you forgive, you remove our 
offenses as far as the east is from the west. For those 
who trust in you alone, nothing shall separate us 
from your love: not trials, nor victories, not failures, 
not successes, neither valleys nor mountaintops. For 
through your grace, you keep us for yourself. 
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SCRIPTURE:  Read Numbers 6:25. God is Gracious.  To be gracious 
means 'to favor,' ‘to show kindnesses’ to an inferior, and ‘to be 
compassionate.’ In the Old Testament of the Bible, this adjective 
applies to God, indicative of His favor and mercy, His long-suffering 
and general inclination of favor and kindness. In Isaiah 30:18 it says, 
“Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you 
compassion.” God is gracious because He is love. It is His character 
to love even if love is not returned to Him. He will give us good 
things because of His goodness. He extends favor, mercy, and 
kindness on whoever He pleases because it’s who He is. God is 
gracious because He is our Creator. Even when we don’t 
acknowledge Him or worship Him, He still endows us with good 
things because He wants to. God created mankind as good and He 
won’t turn His back on His creatures or creation. How is God 
gracious? Think of a parent. A father and mother will give good 
things to their children because they want to nurture their children. 
They provide shelter, food, and clothing because they know that it is 
necessary for the well-being of the children. They also give them gifts 
out of love for their children. God does the same thing. He has 
provided everything for humanity in order for them to grow and 
prosper. He goes beyond just subsistence. He personalizes each and 
every gift. He does this even though we don’t recognize or deserve it.   
When is God gracious? God is gracious all the time, even when we 
are disobedient to Him. It is His character to be gracious and He 
"does not change like the shifting shadows" (James 1:17). He 
extends His mercy to us until the final moment of our lives. He wants 
none to perish because He created us to live in eternity with Him.  It 
is by God’s grace that we can have eternal life. God had so much 
compassion on humanity that He sent His only Son to die for the 
disobedience of all mankind. God is gracious in our times of need, 
sending provision for us:  "For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, 
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created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do" (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

OFFERTORY SONG  Today is Crestview’s annual singing of The 
Battle Hymn.  The song reads as an anticipation of Christ’s return, in 
all his conquering glory.  He will vindicate his children; he will destroy 
sin and death; he will make his holiness known as never before; he 
will create a new heaven and a new earth; and he will rapture his 
children into the presence of the eternal, triune Godhead.  Glory, 
glory, hallelujah, indeed! 

 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.  
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath 
are stored.  He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His 
terrible swift sword.  His truth is marching on, His truth is 
marching on.  Glory, glory, Hallelujah! Glory, glory, 
Hallelujah!  Glory, glory, Hallelujah! His truth is marching 
on.  I have seen Him in the watch fires of a hundred circling 
camps.  They have builded Him an altar in the evening 
dews and damps.  I can read His righteous sentence in the 
dim and flaring lamps.  His day is marching on 

In the beauty of the lilies, Christ was born across the sea.  
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me.  As 
He died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 
while God is marching on!  Glory, glory, Hallelujah! Glory, 
glory, Hallelujah!  Glory, glory, Hallelujah! His truth is 
marching on!  Glory, glory, Hallelujah! Glory, glory, 
Hallelujah!  Glory, glory, Hallelujah! His truth in marching 
on!  Amen!  

CLOSING SONG  While this hymn was first popularized as an 
American patriotic anthem, the truths here apply to everyone. 
Whether our direct ancestors ever acknowledged they were created 
by God, our first ancestors did. And we survived the Flood because of 
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their belief.  For those of us reading and singing this today, we have 
been given an extraordinary gift of living in a society free enough to 
allow us to publicly declare God’s praise. That must be true for any 
internet ministry, or the powers arrayed against the knowledge of 
God would have long since taken them down.  The order of verses in 
this hymn is significant. Reminding yourself first of the overarching 
reality that everything in the universe exists and is sustained by 
Jesus’ power leads inevitably to greater worship. That Jesus died for 
us holds power and fills us with awe because he first designed the 
human body and then became one of us himself!  Throughout this 
hymn we find echoes of various passages of Scripture, from Genesis 
1 to Psalm 16; the Lord’s Prayer to Revelation 22. 

V1  
God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

V2  
Thy love divine hath led us in the past; 

in this free land with thee our lot is cast; 
be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 
thy Word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

 
Refresh thy people on their toilsome way; 
lead us from night to never-ending day; 

fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 
 

 See You in Worship This Sunday 
 

  
 

  

 


