
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11AM-June 9, 2019 
Check out the Crestview Web-Site to view June 9, 2019.  If you take just a 
few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum through the song 
melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of God to interact with 
you in a more powerful way! 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Read: Ephesians 5:15-21.  Make the most of your time.  
Use your time wisely.  Never waste a moment.  Work while there is light.  
Seize the day.  We hear these sorts of phrases all the time. As Christians, 
we must always be aware that this life is not all that there is. And this life 
is short! We have an eternal hope in heaven with Christ that this life is 
moving towards, but we aren’t there yet. So, we must live well while we 
are here. We must live intentionally. 

Be aware of foolish pitfalls and continue to grow in wisdom. We do this by 
reading through and thinking about the Bible. Scripture is God’s word to us 
with everything we need to know about making the most of the time we 
have here. Paul tells us that wise living that understands God’s will means 
to be “filled by the Spirit.” He gives us a brief description of what that looks 
like in verses 19-21.  Paul explains in verse 19 that our speech to one 
another should be filled with kindness and the praises of God. Our 
conversations should be filled with awe toward Him. Everyday speech 
should contain praises to the Father that just roll off our tongues because it 
is already in our hearts. 
 
He describes in verse 20 that we ought to “always” be thankful. As we walk 
through life, we look for ways to be grateful. We can be grateful for 
salvation, for friends, family, and our church. We can be grateful for 
meaning and purpose in Christ. We can be grateful for material blessings. 
We can be grateful for vacations. We can be grateful for a soft bed, a cool 
breeze, a sunset. We can be grateful for anything, and everything can lead 
us to worship God. 
 
Paul encourages us in verse 21 to submit to one another in Christ. This is 
how we can distinguish ourselves as Christians. We learn humility and 
submission from Jesus himself. We are empowered to live humbly and in 
submission to the rest of the church because of Jesus.  For you, this could 



mean letting yourself be open to accountability from other believers. Don’t 
be defensive when you are called out for sin; humbly submit to others, 
repent, and grow as a Christian. Learn from those who are stronger in 
faith. Seek out a mentor to teach you how to respond to the gospel in 
everyday life. Commit to living openly in community within a City Group. 
There’s so many ways you can submit to other believers in your life. 
 
Wise living is living by the Holy Spirit. Wise living is being sensitive to God’s 
word to us in the scripture and doing what it says. 
 
Reflection Questions: 
1)    Do you often feel like you are stretched for time? Or do you seem to 
use your time very well? Why is that? How can you improve? 
2)    What are a few ways you can honor God by living more intentionally 
with the time you’ve been given? 
3)    What are some things you can be thankful for? Take a moment in 
prayer to thank God for those things and worship Him. 
 
SONGS FOR 6-09-19  Pastor Shawn will speak from Ephesians 5:15-21 
which teaches us to sing three kinds of songs:  Psalms, Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs!  We will sing from these categories today.    
 
a. PSALM (150 of these found in scripture):  10,000 Reasons.  The 
inspiration for the song came through the opening verse of Psalm 103: 
"Bless the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, bless his holy name". It is 
also based on the 19th century English hymn "Praise, My Soul, the King of 
Heaven".  The psalms and song reiterate how "we live beneath an 
unceasing flow of goodness, kindness, greatness, and holiness, and every 
day we're given reason after reason why Jesus is so completely and utterly 
worthy of our highest and best devotion".  The song enumerates various 
attributes of the love of God for mankind that makes him worthy of 
worship for "ten thousand years and then forevermore" and "unending 
praise".  The refrain says: Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, worship 
his holy name.  Sing like never before, O my soul, I'll worship your holy 
name. 
 



b. HYMN (song of human composing in various styles with many subjects and 
categories):  How Great is Our God/How Great Thou Art.  We actually 
are combining a Worship Song and Hymn together. The first two stanzas 
establish the grandeur of God’s creation while the refrain establishes our 
response, “How great thou art!” In stanza three, the God of the natural 
created order continues the creative act by sending God’s Son to redeem a 
lost humanity. With this stanza, the perspective shifts from creation to 
atonement. While the first two stanzas express humanity’s awe at the 
natural created order, this is not the ultimate goal of this hymn. Human sin 
has marred the gift of the Creator. The vivid description of nature in the 
first two stanzas finds its fulfillment in heaven or when we escape the 
earth.  The final stanza, however, may be seen as the completion of the 
story of creation and human redemption; the fulfillment of creation takes 
place in heaven. Thus, this hymn embodies the breadth of the redemption 
story from Genesis to Revelation. Given the sweeping and shifting 
theological territory covered in this hymn, the refrain ties all the themes 
together with the reiteration of the hymn’s central premise four times, 
“How great thou art!” 
 
c. SPIRITUAL SONG (Spiritual Song:  shorter repetitive song, often with a text 
from scripture, intended to be easy to sing in the joyful and devotional expression of 
the spiritual life. While songs, like psalms and hymns, were used in public worship and 
praise, spiritual songs were more intended for, and suited to, personal and private and 
social use; as, e.g. in family worship, at meals, in meetings for prayer from house to 
house.  Today we use these in all varieties of worship experiences):  REVELATION 
SONG:  The revelation of the power and majesty of Jesus is the focus in 
this song.  His awesome power, the steadfastness of His love, the promise 
of one day beholding His Glory – it’s all in there. It’s a song of what was, 
what is and what is to come. It’s a glimpse of the Alpha and Omega. One 
day we will behold Him clearly, His brilliant glory in front of us at last.   
SCRIPTURE: The book of Revelation is one some regard as a mysterious 
text that can elicit feelings of uneasiness. In it, imagery of Armageddon 
and turmoil are portrayed. It can be unsettling and uncomfortable enough 
to cause people to hesitate to delve into it. However, it is actually a book of 
great hope for believers, the fulfillment of Jesus’ promises to make all 
things new. It should be a book of comfort and anticipation.  You are on 
the side of a Mighty God who will “wipe away every tear”. In chapter 5, 
verse 12, we read:  In a loud voice they were saying:  “Worthy is the 



Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise!” 
 
Jesus, the Lamb of God, the atoning sacrifice who died once for all who 
believe is worthy of praise. Though a gentle Jesus to His dear ones, He is a 
fierce, powerful Protector of them also. He works on our behalf. We will 
behold Him in all His glory at the right hand of the Father. He is bigger 
than your problems, your fears, your past, your doubt. The Lamb of God, 
the Savior of the World, knows your name and cares for you as an 
individual.  
 
A more simplistic thought is:  as we sing these words we are joining with 
the Angel Choir who are already praising God with these same words:  
Worthy, Power, Wealth, Wisdom, Strength, Honor, Glory, Praise.  

 
d. FOREVER (spiritual song).  This song comes from Psalm 136.  The 
psalmist commands his listeners to praise the Lord by giving thanks (just 
as Paul does in today’s scripture from Ephesians 5: 15-21).  Basic to this 
thanksgiving is the awareness and conviction of the Lord’s goodness and 
loyal love which continues forever.  We leave worship today, giving thanks 
for the Lord’s goodness and loyal love which stands forever firm, no matter 
how weak and indecisive we may be!  
 
 

See You in Worship This Sunday 


