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CRESTVIEW WORSHIP NOTES 
Sunday August 25, 2019   9:30am 

 
Song of Preparation 
 
Today’s worship begins with INVITATIONS from the Women’s 
Ensemble to:  COME-live in the light; to COME-open our hearts; to 
SING-sing a new song!  As we come we remember:  we are called to 
be light for the kingdom, called to act with justice, called to love 
tenderly, called to serve one another as we walk humbly with God.  
We remember:  we are called to show mercy, to be hope.  We 
remember:  we are (first) to love God with all our hearts, souls, 
minds and strength and in response, to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.   
 

Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of 
the Lord! We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in 
the freedom of the city of God. We are called to act with 
justice; we are called to love tenderly. We are called to serve 
one another, to walk humbly with God. 
  
Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in 
fear! We are called to be hope for the hopeless, so hatred 
and violence will be no more. We are called to act with 
justice; we are called to love tenderly. We are called to serve 
one another, to walk humbly with God. 
  
Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will 
be one! God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other, as 
sisters and brothers united in love. We are called to act with 
justice; we are called to love tenderly. We are called to serve 
one another, to walk humbly with God. We’ll walk humbly 
with God. 

 
Call to Worship   
Read John 3:14-21.  When the Israelites were wandering in the 
wilderness, God sent a plague of snakes to punish the people for 
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their rebellious attitudes.  Those doomed to die from snakebites 
could be cured by obeying God’s command to look up at the elevated 
bronze serpent and believing that God would heal them if they did 
(read Numbers 21:8,9).  Looking to Jesus for our salvation happens 
the same way.  You will be saved from sin’s deadly “bite” by looking 
to Jesus and believing he will save you. We come to worship today to 
“look” to God, to hear his promises to us, and to leave to share the 
Good News and God’s invitation to all.  
    

Leader: Friends of God, believe this – God loved the world, 
God loves the world, we are the beloved! 
People:  May the truth of this great love story, shine 
through our worship today, and renew our sense of 
calling. 
Leader:  So come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and 
discouragements; come with your doubts, your fears and 
your longings;  come, to discover yet again how Jesus 
reveals God’s love and mercy. 
People:  We come, in friendship to God and to each 
other, and in friendship to the world, to listen for 
God’s Word to us, to offer our prayers, and to renew 
our calling. Let us worship God together!  

 
Hymn of Praise     
The entire gospel comes to focus in John 3:16.  True love is not 
static or self-centered; it reaches out and draws others in.  God sets 
the pattern of true love here, the basis for all love relationships---if 
you love someone dearly, you are willing to give freely to the point of 
self-sacrifice. Verse 2 of this hymn speaks of the Spirit and relates to 
John 3:5-6—“unless one is born of water and the Spirit, they cannot 
enter the kingdom of God…the Holy Spirit gives new life from 
heaven…  “By water and the Spirit” could be referring to the contrast 
between physical birth and spiritual birth or being regenerated by the 
Spirit and demonstrating that rebirth by baptism.  The water may 
also represent the cleansing action of God’s Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5).  
Jesus is explaining the importance of a spiritual rebirth, saying we 
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don’t enter the Kingdom by living a better life, but by being spiritually 
reborn.   1 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of Heav’n to earth  
come down; 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure unbounded love  

thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

2 
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every  

troubled breast! 
Let us all in thee inherit; let us find the promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3 
Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing,  

serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise thee without ceasing,  

glory in thy perfect love. 
4 

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee; 

Changed from glory into glory,  
till in Heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before thee,  
lost in wonder, love, and praise 

 
  
Call to Confession  
Perhaps no one in Scripture learned a more humbling lesson about 
the importance of confession than David. God sought out David to be 
Israel’s king after Saul’s failure. God led Samuel, an unexpected 
leader, to anoint David (1 Samuel 16). Although young and 
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inexperienced, David proved to be up to the job. He was a valiant 
soldier, a beloved military leader, and would be remembered as the  
greatest king of Israel. 
 
David was, as Acts 13:22 put it, a man after God’s own heart. Even in 
his greatness, however, David failed miserably from time to time. 
Perhaps one of his greatest failures occurs in 2 Samuel 11. While his 
soldiers are away fighting, David lusts for and commits adultery with 
the wife of one of his soldiers, Uriah. When the wife, Bathsheba, 
becomes pregnant, David tries to trick Uriah into thinking that the 
child is his. This attempt fails when Uriah proves to be above David’s 
tricks. David then sends Uriah to the front lines of battle where Uriah 
is killed, allowing David the opportunity to marry Bathsheba. 
Needless to say, the Lord is not pleased with David’s actions and 
sends Nathan to confront David. In 2 Samuel 12, Nathan approaches 
David with a parable of a rich man who the story is about him.  
 
Indeed, David is the sinner, and the penalty of his sin will be great. 
David grieves and seeks forgiveness. 
 
Psalm 51 is attributed to David as his prayer of confession after 
Nathan’s confrontation. It is a powerful example as David pleads for 
mercy and cleansing after acknowledging his great sin against God. 
Psalm 51 has been on the lips of many since David. It is a powerful 
prayer that brings full circle the realization, repentance, and 
redemption of the sinner. Like David, we have all failed God 
miserably at times. Sometimes we realize our sin right away, like 
Peter after his denial of Jesus. Other times, like David, our sin must 
be pointed out to us. Whatever the situation, we realize our need for 
repentance and confess our sins to God. We seek not only God’s 
forgiveness but also a clean heart and a right spirit. We also 
acknowledge our need to be broken in our sacrifice to God. 
 
The words in Psalm 51 are powerful, but true confession is about 
more than saying the right words. Confession must be an attitude of 
utter repentance and humility. When David realized his sin (it did not 
take much for him to connect the dots after Nathan’s parable), he 
sought God’s forgiveness. David fell to his knees, grieved his failures, 
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and cried out to God. This was not very kingly behavior, but David 
cared only about confessing and being forgiven. 
 
This is what God requires of us as well. It is not enough to say that 
we’re sorry and then go on with our lives without true change taking 
place. When we truly confess our sins to God, it should be a 
gutwrenching, wholehearted acknowledgment of our sin and plea for 
forgiveness. Whatever our words, the result of our confession should 
be life change. There is an important thing to remember, however, 
regarding our personal confessions. Just as David learned, confessing 
our sins to God does not always equal a free pass on consequences. 
There may be times when God offers unexplainable mercy, but more 
often than not, we will still have to face the earthly consequences of 
our sins. David lost his child and peace in his family. Our own 
consequences vary, but it is important to realize that God’s 
forgiveness is worth far more than earthly consequences. 
 
We are challenged to exercise and promote confession as a regular 
spiritual practice. Although David’s situation was steeped in sin, God 
wants confession to be part of our everyday lives as well. We are not 
to wait until we are in some type of huge, sin-filled situation like 
David’s before we confess. Confession should be part of our regular 
prayer lives as we acknowledge our imperfections and tendencies 
toward sin as human beings. It is also important not to exercise 
confession like my son, confessing our sin only after getting caught. 
God already knows the whole story. We cannot hide our sins any 
more than David did. God wants us to realize our sins and seek clean 
hearts. 
 

Leader:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to your 
steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out 
our transgressions. 
People:  Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and 
cleanse us from our sin! For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. 
Leader:  Against you, you only, have we sinned and done 
what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in 
your words and blameless in your judgment. 
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Hide your face from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. 
People:  Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right spirit within us.  Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
Leader:  Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold 
us with a willing spirit.  For you will not delight in sacrifice, 
or we would give it;  you will not be pleased with a burnt 
offering. 
People:  Our sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise. 

Words of Pardon  
 
In today’s teaching, Pastor Shawn will use verses from John 4 where 
Jesus talks to a woman at the well.  Read the story, then review 
these words of assurance and pardon.   
 

Leader:  Thank you Lord for the surprise of grace.  Thank 
you for reaching out to the “wrong” people—people who 
know they are sinners, people who have given up hope, 
people like me.  In your mercy you penetrate beneath our 
carefully polished veneer to touch our hearts, to expose our 
sins, to heal our pain.  You offer healing and forgiveness far 
beyond what we would dare to seek.  You quench the thirst 
of our souls.   
People:  Jesus, you said: those who drink of the 
water that I will give them will never be thirsty.  The 
water that I will give will become in them a spring of 
living water.”  All praise to you, gracious, saving 
Lord!   
 

 
Scripture 
Read the story of Nicodemus visit to Jesus in John 3.  Nicodemus was 
a teacher who was searching, and he believed Jesus had some 
answers.  A learned teacher, he came to be taught.  No matter how 
intelligent and well educated we are, we must come to Jesus with an 
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open mind and heart so he can teach us the truth about God.  Jesus 
revealed that the Kingdom would come to the whole world (John 
3:16) not just the Jews, and that Nicodemus wouldn’t be a part of it 
unless he was personally born again (3:5).  This was a revolutionary 
concept; the Kingdom is personal, not national or ethnic, and its 
entrance requirements are repentance and spiritual rebirth.  Jesus 
later taught that God’s Kingdom has already begun in the hearts of 
believers through the presence of the Holy Spirit.  It will be fully 
realized when Jesus will return again to judge the world and abolish 
evil forever.   
 
Offering Song  
Lamentations 3:22,23.  Because of the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.   

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father! There is no 
shadow of turning with thee;  thou changest not, thy 
compassions, they fail not, as thou hast been thou forever 
wilt be.  Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness, Great is thy 
faithfulness, morning by morning new mercies I see; all I 
have needed thy hand hath provided, great is thy 
faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, sun, 
moon, and stars in their courses above, join with all nature 
in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and 
love. Refrain. 
 
Pardon for Sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear 
presence to cheer and to guide, Strength for today and 
bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten 
thousand beside! 

 
Closing Song    
Nicodemus came to Jesus personally, he wanted to examine Jesus for 
himself to separate fact from rumor.  When he understood Jesus was 
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truly the Messiah, he spoke up boldly in his defense.  Like Nicodemus, 
we must examine Jesus for ourselves.  If we believe he is who he 
says, we will want to speak up for him as we move through this week 
in our various places and activities.  As this hymn suggests, claim 
God’s promises for your life even in the small decisions you will be 
called upon to make.  Praise him often.   

1 
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren 

land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty, hold me with Thy pow’rful 

hand. 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no 

more; 
Feed me till I want no more. 

2 
Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream 

doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliv’rer, strong Deliv’rer, be Thou still my Strength 

and Shield; 
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

3 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears 

subside; 
Death of death and hell’s Destruction, land me safe on 

Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee; 

I will ever give to Thee 

SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY! 


	Scripture
	Read the story of Nicodemus visit to Jesus in John 3.  Nicodemus was a teacher who was searching, and he believed Jesus had some answers.  A learned teacher, he came to be taught.  No matter how intelligent and well educated we are, we must come to Je...

