
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11AM---August 25, 2019 
Check out the Crestview Web-Site to view August 25, 2019.  If you take just 
a few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum through the song 
melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of God to interact with 
you in a more powerful way! 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Read John 3 and John 4.  
Star by reading the story of Nicodemus visit to Jesus in John 3.  Nicodemus 
was a teacher who was searching, and he believed Jesus had some answers.  
A learned teacher, he came to be taught.  No matter how intelligent and well 
educated we are, we must come to Jesus with an open mind and heart so 
he can teach us the truth about God.  Jesus revealed that the Kingdom would 
come to the whole world (John 3:16) not just the Jews, and that Nicodemus 
wouldn’t be a part of it unless he was personally born again (3:5).  This was 
a revolutionary concept; the Kingdom is personal, not national or ethnic, and 
its entrance requirements are repentance and spiritual rebirth.  Jesus later 
taught that God’s Kingdom has already begun in the hearts of believers 
through the presence of the Holy Spirit.  It will be fully realized when Jesus 
will return again to judge the world and abolish evil forever.   
 
In John 4, Jesus talks to a woman at the well. The woman was a Samaritan, 
a member of the hated mixed race, had a bad reputation, and was in a public 
place.  No respectable Jewish man would talk to a woman under such 
circumstances.  But Jesus did!  The gospel is for every person, no matter 
what his or her race, social position, or past sins.  We should be prepared to 
share this gospel at any time in any place.  Jesus crossed all barriers to share 
the Good News, and we who follow him must do no less.  
 
SONGS FOR 8-25-19   
 
How Great Is Our God 
May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who love your salvation say 
continually, “Great is the Lord!” (Psalm 40:16) The word great is an important word in 
English. We use it to talk about something of unusually large size: A great earthquake 
shook the city. Or a large number: A great crowd filled the stadium. Or unusual power or 
intensity: She has experienced great pain. Or something that is very good or wonderful: 



He is a great player. Or something in an extreme degree: For a long time, we have been 
great friends. 
 
Not only is the word great flexible — we used it in five different ways above, to talk about 
size, number, intensity, goodness, and degree — but it’s also a powerful word. Or at least 
it used to be. It seems it’s become an easy word to overuse. When day after day is great, 
and meal after meal is great, and game after game is great, we begin to lose the power 
of the word to talk about our wedding day, or a really unusual feat, or the championship 
game that went into overtime.   
 
And what about God? The Bible tells us again and again, especially in the Psalms, that 
our God is great. If we use the word great for the normal and everyday, what language 
will we have when we need to describe the day or the meal or the game that really is a 
cut above the rest? Or, most importantly, the God who really is infinite above all else? 
 
One wonderful thing about this song is that it helps us reclaim the word great. Using very 
simple, but profound language, “How Great Is Our God” turns our attention to the 
greatness of God. It sets God before us as our standard of true greatness. Perhaps when 
God increasingly becomes our standard of what is great, then we’ll slowly become more 
and more careful with how easily we dish out the word for days and meals and games. 
 
And just as the word great is flexible and can refer to size, number, intensity, goodness, 
and degree, so this song gives us several glimpses into the greatness of God. 
 
First is the greatness of his majesty and kingly glory. His is the splendor of a king — not 
just the king of a single tribe or nation, but the king of all the earth. Let all the earth 
rejoice. He is sovereign over all the nations, decked in unparalleled regal glory. He is 
great in royal majesty. 
 
Second is the greatness of his holiness. As 1 John 1:5 says, “God is light, and in him is 
no darkness at all.” He is not just great in his majesty, but in his holiness. He is not just 
in charge and exalted, but he has perfect integrity — he is the standard of truth and 
character and moral uprightness. And when he speaks, the darkness flees. He is great in 
his holiness. 
 
Third is the greatness of his eternality. He never had a beginning, and he will never have 
an end. He is Alpha and Omega, he is the beginning and the end — nothing came before 
him and nothing will come after him. But not only does he stand from age to age, but 
“time is in his hands.” Not only is he before and after time, but he controls time, every 



century and year and hour and minute and second tick, from him and through him and 
for him (Romans 11:36). He is great in relation to time. 
 
Finally is the greatness of his mercy. He is not only One, but Three. And not only Father, 
but Son and Spirit. And these three persons of the Godhead work ever in happy tandem 
not simply with the greatness of a Lion, but the greatness of a Lamb. And in his greatness 
as both Lion and Lamb, we find what it is that truly makes him so great. 
 
As great as he is in his majesty and holiness and eternality, it is the greatness of his 
mercy that truly leave us in awe, because it his mercy that would bring us sinners into 
the eternal joy of relationship with him. How great is our God! 
 
Great Are You Lord 
Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! Praise him 
for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness! . . . Let everything 
that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:1–2, 6) 
 
Psalms is God’s book of praise to God — 150 chapters of God-entrusting, God-enjoying, 
and God-exalting words from God. The book gives reliable and enduring words to our 
worship. It guides us in using the breath and life God has given us to make much of God. 
 
Psalm 150, the very last of dozens and dozens of psalms, lands this massive plane of 
praise. It lifts up all the promises and petitions that came before with one last call for us 
all to worship the God we’ve seen again and again. It’s a plea to reflect over the previous 
pages and let what we’ve seen and heard overflow back to God in praise. 
 
You give life. You are love. You bring light to the darkness. You give hope. . . . Great are 
You, Lord! 
 
You Give Life 
 
You give life. “You make known to me the path of life” (Psalm 16:11). Before, we walked 
in darkness, not knowing where to go or how to get there. But God redeemed our life 
from the pit (Psalm 103:4), and paved a pathway away from death and destruction, and 
into everlasting life and joy. “With [our God] is the fountain of life” (Psalm 36:9). And he 
is “the upholder of my life” (Psalm 54:4). We draw on him daily for the life he has 
promised, and we rest on his sovereign power and grace to sustain our lives through 



every circumstance, however bleak or painful. “This is my comfort in my affliction, that 
your promise gives me life” (Psalm 119:50). Great are you, Lord! 
 
You Are Love 
 
One of the great anthems of the whole Bible, but the Psalms in particular, declares, “But 
you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love and faithfulness” (Psalm 86:15; 103:8; 145:8). The character of God is perfectly holy 
and just, but it is also thoroughly and lavishly loving. God’s love is very near the hottest 
core of who God is. It extends as high as the heavens, even above the clouds (Psalm 
36:5), and lasts from everlasting to everlasting (Psalm 103:17). 
 
It is by God’s love and faithfulness that we are saved (Psalm 69:13). It’s by his love that 
we know how to live in this life (Psalm 25:10). It is by his love that we are conformed 
again into his image (Psalm 119:88) — made pure by his power and his word. It is by his 
love that we will enter into paradise (Psalm 5:7). And it is because of his great love that 
we are satisfied in the morning and rejoice in him now and forever (Psalm 90:14). 
 
Psalm 136 is an entire psalm devoted singularly to the steadfast love of the Lord. Again 
and again, the psalm sings, “his steadfast love endures forever. . . his steadfast love 
endures forever. . . his steadfast love endures forever. . .” The echo of those verses 
remind those of us in love with God that we can never sing the end of his love for us. His 
steadfast love is longer than life, and it is better than life (Psalm 63:3). Great are you, 
Lord! 
 
You Bring Light 
 
All light originates with God. He built the sun and every other star, filling the universe 
with light (Psalm 74:16). There is no light, physical or otherwise, without him. And the 
light of the sun is nothing compared with the light of God’s face (Psalm 4:6). “In your 
light do we see light” (Psalm 36:9). It is this light that breaks into our brokenness, 
bringing his hope, peace, and life. “It is you who light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens 
my darkness” (Psalm 18:28). 
 
His light has saved us (Psalm 27:1); his light will lead us (Psalm 43:3); and his light will 
keep us (Psalm 56:13). He sheds his light on us through his word, graciously imparting 
his light through words, sentences, and paragraphs (Psalm 119:130). “Your word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105). Great are you, Lord! 
 



You Give Hope 
 
“Hope in God” (Psalm 42:5; 131:3). It’s the message of the whole Bible, and the only 
truly good news the world has ever known. “For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, 
for my hope is from him” (Psalm 62:5). Our only hope is from God. He is the longing 
buried deep in every soul. “And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in you” 
(Psalm 39:7). The God who is for us in Jesus is the hope of our hearts, the promise of an 
unbeatable future. “Blessed (happy) is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is 
in the Lord his God” (Psalm 146:5). 
 
He is the hope of the young and old (Psalm 71:5). And he is the hope of every people 
and nation on earth, not functionally today, but sincerely in reality. “By awesome deeds 
you answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the 
earth and of the farthest seas” (Psalm 65:5). 
 
It’s fitting, then, to end 150 chapters of this God — this life, this love, this light, this hope 
— with these words, “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!” 
(Psalm 150:6). God, receive back now the breath you have given us in praise to you. You 
are worthy of all the honor, praise, and glory for every aspect of your goodness to us. 
 
He Loves Me 
Here are several scriptures about God’s love:    
 
"Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends." 
-- John 15:13 
 
"How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum of them! 
Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand - when I 
awake, I am still with you." -- Psalm 139:17-18  
 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." -- John 3:16 
 
"But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace 
you have been saved." -- Ephesians 2:4-5 



 
Consider the depth of God’s love for us as his children. He reveals this love 
to us in so many ways through his scripture. Worship music is supposed to 
be just that - a time to worship Him for who He is in our lives and what He 
means to us. In it, we should also recognize His words and His teachings to 
help us grow closer to Him. 
 
Sweetly Broken 
"But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His 
wounds we are healed." Isaiah 53:5 
 
We should be lost for words whenever we want to express thanks for what 
Jesus has done for us.  We are sweetly broken...wholly surrendered!  Let us 
hope and pray that the Lord will find our lives/our spirits/our hearts a 
pleasing sacrifice. 
 
"O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise. For You 
do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt 
offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and contrite 
heart--These, O God, You will not despise." Psalm 51:15-17 
 
 

See You in Worship This Sunday  


