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CRESTVIEW WORSHIP NOTES 
Sunday January 12, 2020   9:30am 
(also visit new AUDIO WORSHIP PREPARATION NOTES at 

www.crestviewchurch.com) 
 
Preparation Music 
(Words and Music from JS Bach)   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  May God now be praised, 
with thankful heart and voice sing out his praises.  For God today has giv’n such 
joy, may we with grateful hearts forget him never. 
 
When we hear older music and an older style of writing, we would do well to 
remember that God is the God of all music and writing from Alpha to Omega.  
When we share in this piece we join with the eternal choirs praising God in 
heaven.  The text follows the commands of the psalms to “enter the gates of 
worship” with thanksgiving and courts with praise.  It reminds us that God 
TODAY has given us SUCH JOY (which we may have left at home if we aren’t 
reminded of it!), and our hearts should be grateful as we REMEMBER what God 
has done for us!  Lots of GREAT “STUFF” in this little 2 minute musical package!  
 
Call to Worship 
Like today’s scripture in Acts 2 lists many of the activities the new 
believers were participating in together, this call to worship lists 
many things God is doing for us as we come together in worship!  
Take time to identify which ones in particular God is working with you 
on today!  
 
Leader:  We are God’s church: 
People:  We come together to worship. 
Leader:  He has given us his Word: 
People:  We come together to learn from him. 
Leader:  He has filled us with his power: 
People:  We go out to bring others to him. 
Leader:  He has called us into his family: 
People:  We come together to share our lives. 
Leader:  He has put his words on our lips: 
People:  We go out to tell the world about him. 
Leader:  He has given us his Spirit: 
People:  We come together to celebrate. 
Leader:  He has showered us with his riches: 
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People:  We go out to share his goodness with others. 
Leader:  He has freed us from our past: 
People:  We come together to move forwards. 
Leader:  He has planned for us a glorious future: 
People:  We go out to live our lives to please him. 
Leader:  We are God’s church: 
People:  We come together to worship. 
 
Hymn of Truth 
Again, like today’s scripture and Call to Worship, this hymn continues 
in the same direction with lists of who we are in Christ.  Read 
through the hymn, and realize that you are pretty special in Christ 
and have a wonderful place in Christ’s Body—the church.   
 

1 
We are God's people, the chosen of the Lord, 
Born of His Spirit, established by His Word; 

Our cornerstone is Christ alone, 
And strong in Him we stand: 

O let us live transparently 
And walk heart to heart and hand in hand. 

2 
We are God’s loved ones, the Bride of Christ our Lord, 

For we have known it, the love of God outpoured; 
Now let us learn how to return 

The gift of love once given: 
O let us share each joy and care, 

And live with a zeal that pleases Heaven. 
3 

We are the Body of which the Lord is Head, 
Called to obey Him, now risen from the dead; 

He wills us be a family, 
Diverse yet truly one: 

O let us give our gifts to God, 
And so shall his work on earth be done. 

4 
We are a temple, the Spirit’s dwelling place, 

Formed in great weakness, a cup to hold God’s grace; 
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We die alone, for on its own 
Each ember loses fire: 

Yet joined in one the flame burns on 
To give warmth and light, and to inspire. 

 
Anthem 
The perfect wisdom of our God revealed in all the universe;  All things created by 
His hand and held together at His command.  He knows the myst’ries of the seas; 
the secrets of the stars are His.  He guides the planets on their way and turns the 
earth through another day.  The matchless wisdom of His way that marks the 
path of righteousness; His words a lamp unto my feet, His Spirit teaching and 
guiding me.  And O, the myst’ry of the cross, that God should suffer for the lost 
so that the fool might shame the wise and all the glory might go to Christ.  O 
grant me wisdom from above to pray for peace and cling to love.  And teach me 
humbly to receive the sun and rain of your sov’reignty.  Each strand of sorrow 
has a place within this tapestry of grace.  So through the trials I choose to say, 
“Your perfect will in Your perfect way.”  Each strand of sorrow has a place within 
this tapestry of grace.  So through the trials I choose to say, “Your perfect will in 
Your perfect way.” 
 
We often sing about God’s power, His love, His faithfulness, His 
knowledge – but not His wisdom. And while we may assent to it as a 
fact, we may not have stopped to consider why the wisdom of God is 
important to us and the world in which we live. 
 
This song is an attempt to explore that. It begins by thinking of God’s 
wisdom expressed in creation. He knows the secrets of the stars and 
seas – secrets we are only now continuing to discover through 
scientific exploration – and by His wisdom He balances all the 
powerful elements of the universe and everything in it to keep us 
alive. 
 
The second verse thinks about the way God’s wisdom directs us 
through our lives, through His word and the leading of the Spirit, and 
how it is expressed through the cross – a wisdom that seems 
foolishness to so many, yet just shows us how much wiser He is than 
any human mind. 

 
The final verse is an attempt to apply this truth to our lives – to 
acknowledge that God’s perfect wisdom is being worked out even in 
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the sufferings and the sorrows we go through – they all play a part in 
His great tapestry of grace. 
 
Call to Confession   
It’s easy for us to move through the months of “bleak mid-winter” in 
a semi-numb state with our efforts to simply stay safe and warm and 
comfortable until the beauty of spring emerges.  Though our days 
are still short, Christ the LIGHT OF THE WORLD has come and lives 
among us.  Bathing in His Light, His Presence, His Word cleanses us, 
and empowers us to joyfully serve him.  Allow the Holy Spirit to call 
you into God’s Word and fellowship!   
 

Leader:  We have entered the season in which Your Light has 
been given to the world, your blessings have been poured out 
on the world, and yet all we can think about is our own 
problems, our own needs, our own desires. 
People:  Help us to desire you, Lord.  Help us to yearn 
for your presence. 
Leader:  Pour your baptismal waters over us again, cleansing 
us from our self-pity and arrogance. Nourish and heal us so 
that we may joyfully serve you.  Wash away our jealousy, 
greed, and our negative thoughts and behaviors that stand in 
the way of our truly being the people you have called us to be. 
People:  Help us to devote ourselves to your word and 
to fellowship in the breaking of bread and prayer.  Let 
us come together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all God’s people.   

 
Assurance of Pardon 
Leader:  The love of God is always offered to us, freely, joyfully, for 
all eternity. 
Rejoice, dear friends, this is the Good News of our Lord.  Your sins 
are forgiven! 
People:  Praise God that in the power of the Spirit, we are 
joint heirs with Christ!  We are granted God’s favor in Jesus 
Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son.  
Hallelujah!   
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Scripture:  
Read Acts 2:42-47 
Here’s a summary:   
HEADING:  The believers become the first church. 

• Peter preached a LONG SERMON 
• Sermon was telling about Jesus 
• about 3000 were baptized. 

Here’s what they did:  (think about our life at Crestview as you hear 
this) 

• joined with the other believers at the apostles teaching 
sessions, at the Communion services, and prayer meetings. 

• A deep sense of awe was on them all, apostles did many 
miracles 

• Believers met together constantly and shared everything with 
each other, selling possessions, dividing with those in need.  

• They worshiped together regularly at the Temple each day,  
• They met in small groups in homes for communion 
• Shared meals with great joy and thankfulness, praising God.   
• The whole city was favorable to them, and God added to them 

all who Were being saved.   
 
Final Hymn:  
Read Psalm 133:  How wonderful, how beautiful, 
    when brothers and sisters get along! 
It’s like costly anointing oil 
    flowing down head and beard, 
Flowing down Aaron’s beard, 
    flowing down the collar of his priestly robes. 
It’s like the dew on Mount Hermon 
    flowing down the slopes of Zion. 
Yes, that’s where God commands the blessing, 
    ordains eternal life. 
 
In this Psalm David agrees that it is good and pleasant when 
believers live in unity, and uses two striking word pictures to illustrate 
this idea—the oil that anointed Aaron and the dew from Mount 
Hermon.  The oil of anointing ran down Aaron’s beard and onto his 
breastplate containing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel.  So 



6 

also, the unity of worshipers in Jerusalem will consecrate the nations.  
Heavy mountain dew from the north fell on Zion, invigorating and 
nourishing the vegetation.  So also, meaningful worship blesses the 
nation.  We need this reminder of the importance of family and 
community.  With our busy schedules, we can lose touch with family 
members and even with the local church support group of believers.  
We need to feel part of a caring fellowship and not live and work 
solo-independently of others.  Prayer:  Lord, someday we will all 
come together for a great Family Reunion.  Teach us that we belong 
to the greater family of God, and make us accountable for keeping 
up family ties! 
 

1 
Blest be the tie that binds 

our hearts in Christian love; 
the fellowship of kindred minds 

is like to that above. 
2 

Before our Father’s throne 
we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one 
our comforts and our cares. 

3 
We share each other's woes, 
each other's burdens bear; 

and often for each other flows 
the sympathizing tear. 

4 
When we are called to part, 

it gives us inward pain; 
but we shall still be joined in heart, 

and hope to meet again. 
 
  

SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY! 
 
 


