
 

 

 
Worship Notes 

 
January 26, 2020  9:30 AM 
 
PREPARATION MUSIC  Doxology for a New Day Chancel Choir 

You are God, we are your children, formed by love, we are your own.  You 
are God, we are your children, Holy One, your heart our home.  From all 
that dwell below the skies, let the Creator’s praise arise, let the Redeemer’s 
name be sung, through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue. Eternal are your mercies, 
Lord, eternal truth attends your word.  Your praise shall sound from shore 
to shore, till suns shall rise and set no more.  You are God, we are your 
children, formed by love, we are your own.  You are God, we are your 
children, Holy One, your heart our home.  Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.  Praise God, all creatures here below.  Praise God above, the 
heav’nly host.  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen, amen, amen!  Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creatures here below.  
Praise God above, the heav’nly host.  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen, 
alleluia!  Amen, alleluia!  You are God, we are your children, Holy One, Holy 
One, Holy One, your heart our home, your heart our home, Amen!  Amen!   

 
Most of us have, at some point, made or seen the paper cut-outs of a long chain of 
people, connected by hands and feet. Or we’ve seen images of a globe with a circle 
of people from around the world surrounding it, hands grasped in equality and love. 
This image is evoked once more in the words of Isaac Watts’ hymn, "From All That 
Dwell Below the Skies". It is a beautiful thing to imagine a whole world of people, 
stretching across deserts, over mountains, deep in a forest, sitting on ships in the 
ocean, and lining the streets of a city. It’s even more powerful to envision them 
with hands joined together and a song of praise on their lips. What is most 
astonishing is that this vision, more beautiful and powerful than we could ever 
imagine, will be fully realized. Every voice will be lifted in a cry of praise to our 
Redeemer. And until that day, though some voices are silent, we know that the 
whole earth resounds with a song that could only be sung in love of the Creator. 
 
 
 



 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Deuteronomy 28)   
Leader: “If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully keep all his commands, 
the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the world.  You will 
experience all these blessings if you obey the Lord your God: 
People:  Your towns and fields will be blessed. Your children and crops 
will be blessed.  The offspring of the herds and flocks will be blessed. Your 
fruit baskets and breadboards will be blessed. Wherever you go and 
whatever you do, you will be blessed. 
Leader:  The Lord will conquer your enemies when they attack you. The Lord will 
guarantee a blessing on everything you do and will fill your storehouses with grain. 
The Lord your God will bless you in the land he is giving you. 
People:  If you obey the commands of the Lord our God and walk in his 
ways, the Lord will establish you as his holy people as he swore he would 
do. Then all the nations of the world will see that you are a people claimed 
by the Lord, and they will stand in awe of you. 
Leader:  The Lord will give you prosperity in the land he swore to your ancestors to 
give you, blessing you with many children, numerous livestock, and abundant crops. 
The Lord will send rain at the proper time from his rich treasury in the heavens and 
will bless all the work you do. You will lend to many nations, but you will never need 
to borrow from them.  
People:  If you listen to these commands of the Lord your God and 
carefully obey them, the Lord will make you the head and not the tail, and 
you will always be on top and never at the bottom. You must not turn 
away from any of the Lord’s commands, nor follow after other gods and 
worship them.” 
 
A PRAYER:  Dear heavenly Father, how you yearn to bless your people.  You pour 
your grace upon us when we humble ourselves before you;  grace upon grace to 
meet our every need; victory, destiny, dignity, sanity, prosperity and spiritual 
vitality.  In response to your loving-kindness, we gratefully offer you our loving 
obedience.   
 
HYMN OF PRAISE O Bless the Lord, My Soul!  

1 
O bless the Lord, my soul!  Let all within me join 

and help my tongue to praise his name whose mercies are divine. 
2 

O bless the Lord, my soul!  Let not his mercies lie 
forgotten in unthankfulness, from lack of praise to die. 

3 



 

 

For God forgives our sins and God relieves our pain; 
the Lord who heals our sicknesses renews our strength again. 

4 
He crowns our lfe with love when ransomed from the grave; 

he who redeemed my soul from hell has sovereign power to save. 
5 

The Lord provides our food and gives the sufferers rest; 
the Lord has judgment for the proud and justice for the-oppressed. 

6 
His mighty works and ways by Moses he made known, 

but gave the world his truth and grace by his beloved Son. 
 
Psalm 103: 2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.   
David had this idea:  that this praise and honor to God should be given unto Him 
for rational reasons, not on the basis of mere emotion or excitement. True benefits 
are given by God unto His people, and we must not forget them. Instead, we should 
use the remembrance of those things as reasons to praise.  And we should consider:  
Praise is the response of awe for God, while reflecting on what the Lord has done 
for the people of God throughout the history of redemption, for creation at large, 
for the community, and for oneself.  
 
CALL TO CONFESSION    
Leader:  Merciful God, we don’t always recognize Christ, even when we are looking 
directly at your Incarnate Love.  We cling to our assumptions about how life on 
earth should unfold, forgetting that life in your realm shatters those expectations. 
People:  Forgive us when we go through our daily routine, forgetting to 
look for the Risen One.  Forgive us when coming to worship is more about 
seeing our friends than it is about encountering you and our Resurrected 
Lord.  Open our eyes and our hearts, O God, to the full awareness of your 
presence with us, in each and every moment of our lives. 
     
Ephesians 1 reminds us God has blessed us in every way; chosen us before creation; 
predistined us in love to be his children; redeemed us; forgiven our sins; lavished 
his grace upon us; and made know to us his paln for creations.  Why has God doen 
all these marvelous things?  In order that we…might be for the praise of his glory.  
Our very being as God’s people is defined in terms of worship.  We exist to praise 
our glorious God!    As stated in today’s prayer of confession, Ephesians 1: 18 
reads—“ I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you 
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance 
in the saints…and his incomparably great power for us who believe.   



 

 

 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Leader:  The testimony of all the prophets is united in this message of good news: 
Everyone who believes in Jesus Christ receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name. 
People:  Praise God!  Our sins are forgiven in Jesus Christ!  
 
Read Acts 10:43  all the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sis through his name.  As cleansed people, we ask Jesus 
to help us see beyond cultural divisions and ethnic distinctions.  Give us your vision 
and compassion for the lost.  Lead us to those who have ears to hear, and give us 
voices to speak the message of hope and salvation in Jesus Christ.  Let us never 
withhold your blessing when it is within our power to give it.   
 
SCRIPTURE  
Deuteronomy 28:1-9  Blessings for Obedience 
 
(read)  “If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully keep all his commands 
that I am giving you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations 
of the world. 2 You will experience all these blessings if you obey the Lord your 
God:  3 Your towns and your fields will be blessed.  4 Your children and your crops 
will be blessed.  The offspring of your herds and flocks will be blessed.  5 Your fruit 
baskets and breadboards will be blessed.  6 Wherever you go and whatever you 
do, you will be blessed.  7 “The Lord will conquer your enemies when they attack 
you. They will attack you from one direction, but they will scatter from you in seven!  
8 “The Lord will guarantee a blessing on everything you do and will fill your 
storehouses with grain. The Lord your God will bless you in the land he is giving 
you.  9 “If you obey the commands of the Lord your God and walk in his ways, the 
Lord will establish you as his holy people as he swore he would do. 
 
Notes:  Here are explained the blessings to Israel if Israel is obedient to the 
commands of the Lord. The text of an old gospel hymn may help us to consider 
the blessings of our obedience: 

 
When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, 

What a glory He sheds on our way! 
While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 

And with all who will trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there's no other way 



 

 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 
 

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies, 
But His smile quickly drives it away; 

Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear, 
Can abide while we trust and obey. 

 
Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet. 

Or we'll walk by His side in the way. 
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go; 

Never fear, only trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 
  
Matthew 28:18-20 
(read)  18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
(prayer)  As God commissioned Moses to bring his people into freedom with the 
words, “I AM”, so you, Lord Jesus, have commissioned us with the same words, “I 
AM” to bring those who are slaves to sin into the promised freedom of new life in 
Christ.  And so we go forth in your authority to raise up a spiritual army, to build 
up your glorious church and to lift up your magnificent name among the nations.  
     
SONG OF RESPONSE       Go, Make of All Disciples  

Verse 1 
Go make of all disciples 
We hear the call O Lord 

That comes from Thee our Father 
In Thy eternal Word 

Inspire our ways of learning 
Through earnest fervent prayer 

And let our daily living 
Reveal Thee everywhere 

Verse 2 
Go make of all disciples 
Baptizing in the name 



 

 

Of Father Son and Spirit 
From age to age the same 
We call each new disciple 

To follow Thee O Lord 
Redeeming soul and body 

By water and the Word 
Verse 3 

Go make of all disciples 
We at Thy feet would stay 
Until each life's vocation 

Accents Thy holy way 
We cultivate the nature 

God plants in every heart 
Revealing in our witness 
The Master Teacher's art 

Verse 4 
Go make of all disciples 

We welcome Thy command 
Lo I am with you always 

We take Thy guiding hand 
The task looms large before us 

We follow without fear 
In heaven and earth Thy power 
Shall bring God's kingdom here 

 
Read Mark 16:  15-18  Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creations.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved…in my name they will 
drive out demons…they will speak in new tongues…they will place their hands on 
sick people, and they will get well.   
 
Pray:  Fill us.  Let your Spirit manifest your life and gifts freely through your people.  
May the world see your light and power alive and moving in us.  Fill our mouths 
with truth and praise.  Use us, Lord God, to preach the Good News to all creation, 
to bless the earth with the blessing we have received from you.   
 

SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY! 


