
 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11AM 
(also visit new AUDIO WORSHIP PREPARATION NOTES at www.crestviewchurch.com) 

 
February 9, 2020 

Check out the NEW Crestview Web-Site to view February 9, 2020.  If you 
take just a few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum through 
the song melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of God to interact 
with you in a more powerful way! 
 
Scripture: Read Genesis 32:9-30 
Jacob’s divine encounter at the Jabbok River has been 
characterized as the “magnificent defeat of the human soul at the 
hands of God.” It’s in Jacob’s story we can easily recognize our own 
elements of struggle: fears, darkness, loneliness, vulnerabilities, 
empty feelings of powerlessness, exhaustion, and relentless pain. 

Even the apostle Paul experienced similar discouragements and 
fears: “We were harassed at every turn—conflicts on the outside, 
fears within” (2 Corinthians 7:5). But, in truth, God does not want 
to leave us with our trials, our fears, our battles in life. What we 
come to learn in our conflicts of life is that God offers us a 
corresponding divine gift. It is through Him that we can receive the 
power of conversion and transformation, the gift of not only 
surrender, but freedom, and the gifts of endurance, faith, and 
courage. 

In the end, Jacob does what we all must do. He confronts his 
failures, his weaknesses, his sins, all the things that are hurting him 
. . . and faces God. Jacob wrestled with God all night. It was an 



exhausting struggle that left him crippled. It was only after he 
came to grips with God and ceased his struggling, realizing that he 
could not go on without Him, that he received God’s blessing 
(Genesis 32:29). 

What we learn from this remarkable incident in the life of Jacob is 
that our lives are never meant to be easy. This is especially true 
when we take it upon ourselves to wrestle with God and His will for 
our lives. We also learn that as Christians, despite our trials and 
tribulations, our strivings in this life are never devoid of God’s 
presence, and His blessing inevitably follows the struggle, which 
can sometimes be messy and chaotic. Real growth experiences 
always involve struggle and pain. 

Jacob’s wrestling with God at the Jabbok that dark night reminds 
us of this truth: though we may fight God and His will for us, in 
truth, God is so very good. As believers in Christ, we may well 
struggle with Him through the loneliness of night, but by daybreak 
His blessing will come. 

 
Songs for 2-09-20 
 
Holy is the Lord 
Lyrics:  We stand and lift up our hands for the joy of the Lord is our strength.  We bow 
down and worship Him now, how great, how awesome is He.  And together we 
sing…Holy is the Lord God Almighty, the earth is filled with His glory.  Holy is the Lord 
God Almighty, the earth is filled with His glory, the earth is filled with His glory. 

This song is inspired by the picture of worship around the throne of 
God in Isaiah 6. The heavenly creatures singing back and forth to 
one another… 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The whole earth is full of his glory 

 
Another scripture reference is from Nehemiah, where the people 
joined in a mass assembly (corporate worship). Scripture says they 
raised their hands to God at the hearing of his Word, they bowed 



with their faces to the ground and together made this statement… 
'the joy of the Lord is our strength.' 
 
Our God is Greater 
Lyrics: Water you turned into wine, opened the eyes of the blind, there's no one like 
you, none like you.  Into the darkness you shine, out of the ashes we rise.  There's no 
one like you, none like you.  Our God is greater, our God is stronger, God, you are 
higher than any other.  Our God is Healer, awesome in power our God, Our God.  Into 
the darkness you shine, out of the ashes we rise.  No one like you, none like you… 

Read the story of Elijah on Mount Carmel in I Kings 18: 16-39.  The 
use of the word “GREATER” in the song “Our God is Greater” may 
have origins from this (and like passages).  Here Elijah is exposing 
the Baals (false gods) and asking The Lord God to reveal himself to 
the people.   As we worship this day, our prayer may be:  O God, as 
Elijah prepared the sacrifice and cried out to you in prayer, so I 
offer you my heart this day.  Let your fire fall on me until I am fully 
consumed.  I abhor every false way and renounce everything that 
is not of you.  Put to death every sin that lingers in my life and every 
ungodly influence that seeks to raise itself above your name.  Let 
none of it remain---no unholy compromises, no “managed” sins, no 
hedged bets.  And after you have sent the fire, then send the rain 
of your Spirit to quench the parched ground in my soul.  
 
You Never Let Go 
Lyrics:  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, your perfect love 
is casting out fear.  And even when I'm caught in the middle of the storms of this life, I 
won't turn back, I know you are near.  And I will fear no evil, for my God is with me, 
and if my God is with me, whom then shall I fear?  Whom then shall I fear? 
Oh no, you never let go, through the calm and through the storm.  Oh no, you never let 
go in every high and every low.  Oh no, you never let go, Lord, you never let go of me.   

This song is the personal prayer of a believer who, in the midst of 
trial, chooses to trust in God.  Here are several direct and indirect 
Bible references in this song.  Choose several which catch your 
eye and look up the references, make notes of how these apply in 
your life.  
 
Verse 1: 



Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
(Psalm 23:a) 
Your perfect love is casting out fear (1 John 4:18) 
And even when I’m caught in the middle of the storms of this life 
(Mark 4:35-41) 
I won’t turn back (John 6:66-69) 
I know You are near (Psalm 145:18) 
 
Pre-Chorus: 
And I will fear no evil (Psalm 23:4b) 
For my God is with me (Psalm 23:6) 
And if my God is with me (Psalm 46–especially verse 11) 
Whom then shall I fear? (Psalm 27:1) 
Whom then shall I fear? 
 
Chorus: 
Oh no, You never let go (Hebrews 13:5-6; Deuternomy 31:6; 
Joshua 1:1-9) 
Through the calm and through the storm (Isaiah 25:4) 
Oh no, You never let go (John 10:27-28) 
In every high and every low (Ecclesiastes 7:14) 
Oh no, You never let go (Psalm 55:22) 
Lord, You never let go of me (Matthew 28:20) 
 
Mighty to Save 
Lyrics:   Everyone needs compassion, a love that's never failing.  Let mercy fall on me.  
Everyone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Savior, the hope of nations.  Savior, he 
can move the mountains.  My God is mighty to save, he is mighty to save.  Forever… 
Author of salvation.  He rose and conquered the grave, Jesus conquered the grave. 
So take me as you find me, all my fears and failures, and fill my life again.  I give my 
life to follow, everything I believe in.  And now I surrender… 
 
Zephaniah 3:17 tells us that God is “mighty to save,” but what 
does that mean? Is this Old Testament prophet speaking about 
the power of the gospel to bring hopeless, lifeless souls into a 
transforming encounter with Christ? Or is He referring to the 
sheer momentum by which God is building His church, a power so 
great that the gates of hell cannot prevail? Or maybe Zephaniah 



was speaking of God’s heart for redeeming those from every 
tongue and tribe and nation? 

Consider as you sing this song today, that by his might, God saved 
you. It's a mystery why a God who is able to move mountains would 
choose to focus his strength on redeeming the very souls who have 
so deeply offended Him. But this is the gospel.  Though we have 
done nothing to merit His favor, God, full of mercy and grace, sent 
His only son, Jesus, to pay the debt we could never pay. He is truly 
mighty to save. 

See You in Worship This Sunday 


