
 

 

 
WORSHIP NOTES 9:30AM 

February 9, 2020 
 
PREPARATION MUSIC  O Worship the King Bells, Piano, Organ, Choir 

O worship the King, all glorious above,  O gratefully sing His wonderful love.  Our Shield and 
Defender, the Ancient of Days pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 

 
In today’s scripture, we consider Jacob wrestling with God.  Jacob was 
worried about the approach of his brother Esau with 400 men as Jacob 
had taken Esau’s Birthright and Blessing.  Jacob sent his family ahead and 
was alone when a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day.  
As you begin worship today, think of times you “wrestle in worship” with 
God.  Can you identify activities in a “church service” that are often 
substituted for the true worship of God?  The Bells, Piano and Organ play 
a familiar hymn with the choir joining to invite us to worship the King!  In 
the hymn are descriptive names used in exalting God:  Shield, Defender, 
Ancient of Days, Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend.  Also the vivid 
imagery “pavilioned in splendor”, “girded with praise”, “robe is the light” 
“whose canopy space”, “chariots of wrath”, “wings of the storm” aid us 
in worthy praise and adoration of our heavenly King.   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
Leader:  Call upon the Lord, and God will answer. 
People:  Show us your steadfast love, gracious God, this day and always. 
Leader: Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 
People:  As you came to Jacob in the night, come to us, that we may be 
satisfied when we awake. 
Leader:  Jacob said, "I will not let you go until you bless me." 
People:  The man said, "You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, 
for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed." 
Leader:  And there God blessed him. 
People:  As you blessed Jacob, bless us, that we may behold your face. 
 
To know Jacob’s story is to know his life was one of never-ending 
struggles. Though God promised Jacob that through him would come not 



 

 

only a great nation, but a whole company of nations, he was a man full of 
fears and anxieties. At a pivotal point in his life, Jacob was about to meet 
his brother, Esau, who had vowed to kill him. All Jacob’s struggles and 
fears were about to be realized. Sick of his father-in-law’s treatment, 
Jacob had fled Laban, only to encounter his embittered brother, Esau. 
Anxious for his very life, Jacob concocted a bribe and sent a caravan of 
gifts along with his women and children across the River Jabbok in hopes 
of pacifying his brother. Now physically exhausted, alone in the desert 
wilderness, facing sure death, he was divested of all his worldly 
possessions. In fact, he was powerless to control his fate. He collapsed 
into a deep sleep on the banks of the Jabbok River. With his father-in-law 
behind him and Esau before him, he was too spent to struggle any longer. 
 
But only then did his real struggle begin. Fleeing his family history had 
been bad enough; wrestling with God Himself was a different matter 
altogether. That night an angelic stranger visited Jacob. They wrestled 
throughout the night until daybreak, at which point the stranger crippled 
Jacob with a blow to his hip that disabled him with a limp for the rest of 
his life. It was then that Jacob realized what had happened: “I saw God 
face to face, and yet my life was spared” (Genesis 32:30). In the process, 
Jacob the deceiver received a new name, Israel, which likely means: “He 
struggles with God.” However, what is most important occurred at the 
conclusion of that struggle. We read that God “blessed him there” 
(Genesis 32:29). 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE Blessed Assurance  

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

[Refrain:] 
This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long; 
this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending, bring from above 



 

 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (Refrain) 
3. Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. (Refrain) 

 
Hebrews 10:22-23.  Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  
Some folks have accepted Christ as Savior, yet they live in the tragic 
uncertainty of doubting their personal relationship with God.  Scripture 
teaches that we can know with absolute confidence that we have the life 
of God within us (I John 5:13).  This confidence is not based on inner 
feelings or outer signs.  Rather, this assurance is founded upon the 
promises of a faithful God, and his inspired Word.  It depends not on the 
amount of our faith but on the object of our faith—Jesus Christ Himself!  
 
SCRIPTURE SONG Shepherd Me, O God  

Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants,  beyond my fears, from death into life. 
1. God is my shepherd, so nothing I shall want, I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love, 

I walk by the quiet waters of peace. 
2. Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, you lead me by pathways of righteousness and 

truth, my spirit shall sing the music of your Name. 
3. Though I should wander the valley of death, I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 

your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. 
4. You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred, crowning me with love beyond my 

pow'r to hold. 
5. Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life; I will dwell in the house of 

my God forevermore. 
 
This anthem moves us toward confession.  It’s a paraphrase of Psalm 23-
the shepherd’s psalm.  God has taken on a flock—a family.  He is involved 
with us, bound up with us, and deeply concerned about meeting our 
innermost personal needs.  We can come, confessing our neurotic activity 
and workaholism, and our trying to meet our own needs through work 
and achievement instead of through the Lord.  We need to trust the 
authority of Scripture as our rule of faith and behavior.  We need to 
commit ourselves to doing God’s will, and to walk closely with God so we 
know him intimately.  If we trust him, and nurture and cultivate intimacy 
with him, he makes our paths smooth and straight.   



 

 

 
Confessing Sin 

CALL TO CONFESSION    
Leader:  Merciful God, the story of Jacob shows your willingness to enter into the 
messiness of our human struggles—into fractured relationships, family differences, 
un-reconciled situations with people we care about. 
People:  We confess that too often we hold on because we do not want to 
loosen our grip on our possessions and our selfish desires.  Often we fear 
that our very lives will be dislocated by your kingdom values of justice, 
mercy and peace. 
Leader:  Help us to wrestle with the conflicting values, desires and pressures that 
confront us daily so that we can unclench our hands and open ourselves to the 
transforming power of the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Only then can we fully embrace others in their pain—and be 
embraced—in the name of Christ. 
 
How would you feel, knowing you were about to meet the person whom 
you had cheated out of his most precious possession?  Jacob had taken 
Esau’s birthright (25:33) and his blessing (27:27-29).  Now he was about 
to meet his brother for the first time in twenty years and he was frantic 
with fear.  He collected his thoughts, however, and decided to pray.  When 
we face a difficult or urgent conflict, we can run about frantically or we 
can pause to pray.    
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Leader: Nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about 
tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love revealed 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God for the Good News:  In Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven.  
 
These classic words are from Romans 8: 36-29.  Here, Paul exclaims that 
it is impossible to be separated from Christ.  His death for us is proof of 
his unconquerable love.  Nothing can stop his constant presence with us.  
God tells us how great his love is so that we will feel totally secure in him.  
If we believe these overwhelming assurances, we will not be afraid.  
 

Telling Truth 



 

 

 
SCRIPTURE Genesis 32:9-30 
Jacob’s divine encounter at the Jabbok River has been characterized as 
the “magnificent defeat of the human soul at the hands of God.” It’s in 
Jacob’s story we can easily recognize our own elements of struggle: fears, 
darkness, loneliness, vulnerabilities, empty feelings of powerlessness, 
exhaustion, and relentless pain. 
 
Even the apostle Paul experienced similar discouragements and fears: 
“We were harassed at every turn—conflicts on the outside, fears within” 
(2 Corinthians 7:5). But, in truth, God does not want to leave us with our 
trials, our fears, our battles in life. What we come to learn in our conflicts 
of life is that God offers us a corresponding divine gift. It is through Him 
that we can receive the power of conversion and transformation, the gift 
of not only surrender, but freedom, and the gifts of endurance, faith, and 
courage. 
 
In the end, Jacob does what we all must do. He confronts his failures, his 
weaknesses, his sins, all the things that are hurting him . . . and faces 
God. Jacob wrestled with God all night. It was an exhausting struggle 
that left him crippled. It was only after he came to grips with God and 
ceased his struggling, realizing that he could not go on without Him, that 
he received God’s blessing (Genesis 32:29). 
 
What we learn from this remarkable incident in the life of Jacob is that 
our lives are never meant to be easy. This is especially true when we take 
it upon ourselves to wrestle with God and His will for our lives. We also 
learn that as Christians, despite our trials and tribulations, our strivings 
in this life are never devoid of God’s presence, and His blessing inevitably 
follows the struggle, which can sometimes be messy and chaotic. Real 
growth experiences always involve struggle and pain. 
 
Jacob’s wrestling with God at the Jabbok that dark night reminds us of 
this truth: though we may fight God and His will for us, in truth, God is so 
very good. As believers in Christ, we may well struggle with Him through 
the loneliness of night, but by daybreak His blessing will come. 
 

Going into the World 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE       It is Well  



 

 

1 
When peace like a river, attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say 

It is well, it is well, with my soul 
It is well, with my soul 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 
2 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
And has shed His own blood for my soul 

It is well, with my soul  
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

3 
My sin, O, the bliss of this glorious thought 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 
is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul 

It is well, with my soul 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
As Jacob wrestled with the man (God), Jacob said “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me”…and there he blessed him.  Jacob called the place 
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been 
delivered!”  Psalm 46:1 says:  God is our refuge and strength, an ever 
present help in trouble.  Inner peace through an implicit trust in the love 
of God is the real evidence of a mature Christian Faith.   
 

SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY! 


