
 

 

 

 
MORNING WORSHIP 

February 16, 2020  9:30 AM 
 
PREPARATION MUSIC  I Will Sing Praise Women’s Trio 

Teri McKibben, Susan James, Elizabeth Zellers; Helen Tormey, piano 
I will sing praise to the Lord, my God; lift up my voice in the sanctuary. I will sing praise to the 
Lord, my God; I will sing alleluia and praise His holy name.  Sing the glory of His name, oh the 
name above all names. I will praise His name forever, I will sing praise to Him, give all my life to 
Him; oh, the glory of His name.  I will sing praise to the glory of His name!  Sing alleluia, all 
heavens rejoice! Sing alleluia, lift high your voice. Sing alleluia and make a joyful noise!  Oh, I will 
sing praise to the Lord, my God; lift up my voice in the sanctuary. I will sing praise to the Lord my 
God; I will sing alleluia and praise His holy name! 
  
Today we consider Hezekiah’s prayer in 2nd Kings 19.  In verse 15, he begins 
his prayer recognizing who God is and then begins in praise:  O Lord, God 
of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are over all the 
kingdoms of the earth.  You have made heaven and earth.  Worship is 
REVELATION-RESPONSE.   God reveals himself to us, and we recognize 
and praise him for who he is!  Today’s anthem from the Women’s Trio 
follows this pattern!     
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 5)    
Leader:  Come, let us worship and bow down in awe of God’s steadfast love for us. 
People:  For God gives ear to our words; God listens to the sound of our 
cries. 
Leader:  Come, let us take refuge in the God of our salvation. 
People:  For God is our shield, our protection in times of trouble. 
Leader:  Come, let us rejoice and sing for joy! 
People:  For God is surely in this place! Let us worship God! 
 
Sometimes, those who are not “morning-people” at first moments of 
waking sometimes feel despair.  Sensitive, artistic, and high-strung King 
David also experienced severe depression early in the morning.  Yet he 
didn’t wallow in despair nor nuture his black moods.  Instead, he started 
his day with God and committed all of his troubles to the Lord.  And the 
sun came up, and the black clouds were blown away.  God responded by 
covering him, encircling him, and caring for him.   Pray:  Lord, I praise you 



 

 

and thank you that I am not alone in the universe.  Because of the 
presence of Christ in my life, I can live today with deep peace and joy.   
 
HYMN OF PRAISE Give to Our God Immortal Praise Hymnal #16 

1 
Give to our God immortal praise; mercy and truth are all His ways; 
Wonders of grace to God belong; repeat His mercies in your song. 

2 
He built the earth, He spread the sky, and fixed the starry lights on high; 

Wonders of grace to God belong; repeat His mercies in your song. 
3 

He fills the sun with morning light, he bids the moon direct the night; 
His mercies ever shall endure when suns and moons shall shine no more. 

4 
He sent His Son with pow'r to save from guilt and darkness and the grave; 

Wonders of grace to God belong; repeat His mercies in your song. 
5 

Through this vain world He guides our feet and leads us to His heav'nly seat; 
His mercies ever shall endure when this our world shall be no more. 

 
Take time to read Psalm 136.  Sometimes we can sleepwalk through life, 
ignoring the beauties of creation around us.  Media, computers, films, 
routine can dim our sight to amazing visual or audio experiences and 
keep us from observing God’s testimony in nature.  This psalmist is 
strongly motivated to give thanks because of his keen observation of 
God’s magnificent creation.  God alone “does great wonders”.  Lord, we 
praise you for the astonishing beauty of your creation.  Make me more 
aware of my surroundings as I brush against your brilliant designs and 
help me to hear the silent song of your love!  (Don Wyrtzen)  
 
SCRIPTURE SONG Our Lord is In This Place Chancel Choir 
 Scott Wilson, directing 
Surely, surely, surely, surely the Lord is in this place.  God is in this place; our Lord is in this place.  
For where the Lord is there is holiness, for the Lord is great and greatly to be praised!  God is 
with us!  God is for us, then who will stand against us?  There is nothing can separate us!  In the 
presence of the Lord there is love.  In the presence of the Lord there is peace.  Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is there will be peace.  In the power of the Lord there is joy!  For the Lord, our God, 
is great and greatly to be praised.  God is greatly to be praised.  Surely, surely, surely, surely the 
Lord is in this place.  God is in this place, Our Lord is in this place.  Our Lord is in this place.  
 
Genesis 28:16 (Jacob’s dream at Bethel).  Then Jacob awoke from his 
sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I wasn’t even 
aware of it!”  Pray:  How often Lord, have I been wallowing through life, 



 

 

unaware of your presence, only to exult like Jacob: Surely the Lord is in 
this place, and I was not aware of it!  Thank you for not allowing my 
narrow perception to limit your work in my life.  Thank you for those 
times when your gracious activity has exceeded my expectation.  Thank 
you dor doing that which I never even thought to ask or imagine.  Thank 
you for the daily surprise of your compassionate presence.   
 
This anthem also takes us to Romans 8:31-38.  What greater words of 
comfort can there be than:  Nothing will ever separate me from your 
love, because I am IN Christ---not merely with Christ, or beside Christ, 
or near Christ, but IN Christ!   
 

Confessing Sin 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION (from Psalm 5)   
Leader:  Lord, hear us as we call out to you this morning; listen to our heart-felt 
prayers. We bring our confession before you, and wait for your response. 
People:  We know that you do not tolerate deliberate sin; you take no 
pleasure in wickedness. We know that you hate evil, and will not abide 
those who pervert and destroy what is good. 
Leader:  We also know that, despite our best intentions, we often do not measure 
up to the standard you have set for us, that our attitudes and actions often fall far 
short of what you desire. 
People:  And so we offer you our confession. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
It is impossible to sin just “a little” as God cannot tolerate even the 
smallest sin.  As we grow in our spiritual lives, our sensitivity to sin 
increases.  As God make us aware of sin, we must develop an attitude of 
intolerance toward it and a willingness to confess and change.    
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Leader: We praise you, God! Despite our mistakes and failures, you welcome us 
into your presence.  Because of your unfailing love, we can draw close to you, 
and receive your forgiveness and mercy. 
People:  Help us to move forward with joy and confidence, knowing that 
you forgive our sins and go with us.  Continue to reveal yourself to us, 
and lead us in your paths.  Amen. 
 
 



 

 

Read Psalm 130:  From the depths of despair, O Lord, I call for your help. 
Hear my cry, O Lord.  Pay attention to my prayer.  Lord, if you kept a 
record of our sins, who, O Lord, could ever survive? But you offer 
forgiveness,  that we might learn to fear you.  I am counting on the Lord; 
yes, I am counting on him.  I have put my hope in his word.  I long for the 
Lord more than sentries long for the dawn, yes, more than sentries long 
for the dawn.  O Israel, hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is 
unfailing love.  His redemption overflows.  He himself will redeem Israel 
from every kind of sin. 
 

Telling Truth 
SCRIPTURE Verses from 2 Kings 19 & 20 
14And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the messengers, and 
read it: and Hezekiah went up into the house of the LORD, and spread it 
before the LORD. 15And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: "O LORD, God of 
Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the 
kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 16Give ear, O 
Lord, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see; listen to the words 
Sennacherib has sent to insult the living God.  17"It is true, O LORD, that 
the Assyrian kings have laid waste these nations and their lands. 18They 
have thrown their gods into the fire and destroyed them, for they were 
not gods but only wood and stone, fashioned by men's hands. 19Now, O 
LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms on earth 
may know that you alone, O LORD, are God." 

This corresponds to the opening of the Lord's Prayer, "Our Father, who 
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name." We talked about praying the Lord’s 
prayer a couple of weeks ago.  Hezekiah begins his prayer with an 
awesome vision of who God really is.  The actual petition is quite brief: 
"Deliver us from his hand!" Hezekiah prayer began with many words 
recognizing GOD for WHO HE IS.  Next, the simple basis of Hezekiah's 
appeal is that God be seen by the nations as the only true God.  Then he 
trusted God to hear and answer his prayer.   

We pray:  Our Father who art in heaven…hallowed be thy name…deliver 
us from evil.  If we begin our days, our prayers, our conversations, our 
plans, our petitions, everything with a vision of who the Lord is,  the Holy 
Spirit has something to work with us in our lives and quickens us to live 
joyfully and confidently according to what the Lord has in mind for us to 
become.  



 

 

SONG OF RESPONSE     Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  
 
 1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 

pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty-- 
hold me with thy powerful hand: 

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more, 
feed me till I want no more. 

 
2 Open now the crystal fountain, 

whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through: 
strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 

be thou still my strength and shield, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell’s Destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan’s side: 
songs of praises, songs of praises 

I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee. 

 
Psalm 31: 3  Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your 
name lead and guide me.  The general setting of this hymn is the march 
of the Israelites from Egypt to Canaan.  Although the Israelites’ sin and 
unbelief kept them from their destination for 40 years, God provided for 
their physical needs with a new supply of manna each day.  Claim God’s 
promises for your life in even the small decisions you will be called upon 
to make this day.  Begin to praise him… 
 

See you this Sunday in Worship! 


