
 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11AM 
(also visit new AUDIO WORSHIP PREPARATION NOTES at www.crestviewchurch.com) 

 
February 23, 2020 

Check out the NEW Crestview Web-Site to view February 23, 2020.  If you 
take just a few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum through 
the song melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of God to interact 
with you in a more powerful way! 
 
Scripture: Read Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6 
Nehemiah was the political leader and Ezra was the priest.  The 
people paid close attention to Ezra as he read God’s Word, and their 
lives were changed.  Because we hear the Bible every week in 
church, and maybe read it a bit at home, we can become dulled to 
its words and immune to its teachings!  Instead, we, too, must 
listen carefully to every verse and ask the Holy Spirit to help us 
answer the question:  How does this apply to my life?  The people 
wept openly when they heard God’s laws and realized how far they 
were from obeying them.  But Ezra told them they should be filled 
with joy because they had the opportunity to listen and understand 
God’s words.  Then he told them to celebrate and to give gifts to 
those in need.  After Ezra read God’s laws, the people studied them 
further and then acted upon them.  A careful reading of Scripture 
always calls for a response to these questions:  What should I do 
with this knowledge?  How should my life change?  We must do 
something about what we have learned if it is to have real 
significance for our lives.   
. 
 



Songsd for 2-23-20 
 

Word of God Speak 
Lyrics:  Chorus 1 

Word of God speak 
Would you pour down like rain 

Washing my eyes to see your majesty 
To be still and know 

That you're in this place 
Please let me stay and rest 

In Your holiness 
Word of God speak 

Verse 1 
I'm finding myself at a loss for words 

And the funny thing is it's okay 
The last thing I need is to be heard 

But to hear what you would say 
Verse 2 

I'm finding myself in the midst of you 
Beyond the music beyond the noise 

All that I need is to be with you 
And in the quiet hear your voice 

 
Deuteronomy 8:3 teaches us that, “Man does not live by bread 
alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of 
the Lord.” The word of the Lord when planted in good soil produces 
abundant, life-giving fruit (Matthew 13:20-22). We have in 
Scripture a feast that satisfies the deepest places of our hearts no 
food or drink could ever satiate. 
 
When you open your Bible, you are literally opening the words of 
God. Scripture is God’s voice available for you in every moment, 
situation, and predicament you face. You can know God desires to 
speak to you because you have in your possession his voice through 
the Bible. God desires to reveal to you his will because he has given 
you his Spirit to “guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak 
on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he 
will declare to you the things that are to come” (John 16:13). 
 



When you read Scripture with the help of your teacher, the Holy 
Spirit, the Bible is no longer just a book written thousands of years 
ago but a source of life-giving revelation. Read the Bible 
prayerfully, paying attention to any words, phrases, or ideas that 
stand out to you. Allow God to apply Scripture directly to your life 
through his Spirit. And as you read, submit yourself to God’s word 
with a continual “yes” in your heart. Choose to be a doer of the 
word that you might be blessed in everything you do (James 1:22-
25). 
 
God’s word is only as impactful as you are willing to be obedient. 
The power of Scripture becomes evident as you daily submit 
yourself to it. Today as you read God’s word, ask the Spirit to 
highlight phrases and ideas, submit yourself in obedience to what 
Scripture says, and be a doer of the word. God is ready to speak to 
you.  

Heart of Worship 
Lyrics:  When the music fades 

All is stripped away 
And I simply come 

Longing just to bring 
Something that's of worth 
That will bless your heart 

I'll bring you more than a song 
For a song in itself 

Is not what you have required 
You search much deeper within 
Through the way things appear 

You're looking into my heart 
I'm coming back to the heart of worship 

And it's all about you, 
It's all about you, Jesus 

I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it 
When it's all about you, 
It's all about you, Jesus 

 
Imagine the experience as you sing, “When the music fades, all is 
stripped away, and I simply come. . . . You search much deeper 
within. . . . You’re looking into my heart.” Good music, catchy 
beats, talented musicians, even the friends and loved ones with 
whom we worship — these are all good things, and wonderful in 



the context of corporate worship. And yet when we focus on 
them, rather than Jesus, we are losing the heart in our worship. 
 
Jesus said to the Samaritan woman in John 4:24, “God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The 
essence of worship is not the many good externals, but heart and 
head. Spirit and truth. Our spirit, stirred by the Holy Spirit, in 
worship over true things about God, his Son, and his gospel. 
 
“What’s essential for worship today is not music and microphone, 
but the truth about Jesus and the help of his Spirit.  The heart of 
worship is our heart, delighting in Jesus and expressing praise to 
him for the true things the Scriptures teach us about who he is 
and what he has accomplished for us. It is, then, “all about” 
Jesus, not us. It involves us, but we’re at the periphery. He’s at 
the center. He’s the focus. It’s his commands we consider first, 
not our preferences. This song is about refocusing, and re-
centering, and reminding ourselves why we worship — and who 
we worship. 
 
It is also a song of repentance and re-consecration, not just in 
worship, but all of life. Periodically, we all need a soul check. “Let 
anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 
Corinthians 10:12). We’re so easily distracted from the main 
things — especially from the main person, Jesus. Hear these 
words in a spirit of worship and with a heart of repentance for 
how prone we are to wander and how often this has become our 
story.   Jesus is greatly honored when we bring ourselves, with 
the Holy Spirit’s help, back to the heart of worship again and 
again. 

 
O Come to the Altar 

Lyrics: Are you hurting and broken within? 
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin? 

Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself? 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well? 

Jesus is calling 
O come to the altar 



The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with 

The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 
Come today, there's no reason to wait 

Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 

From the ashes, a new life is born 
Jesus is calling 

 
“O Come to the Altar” is a message of hope to the hurting, having 
at its center a declaration of our mighty Savior’s redeeming work 
on the cross. Whereas the verses speak of our pains, sins, and 
shortcomings, the chorus speaks of where we find release from 
those burdens: the altar of God.  In the Old Testament, the altar 
was where God’s people brought sacrifices to atone for their sins. 
God had a variety of instructions for sacrifices, but one constant 
among all the forms was that they had to happen repeatedly. The 
Israelites, like us, sinned over and over, and so they needed to 
atone for their sins over and over. 
 
In the New Testament, God gives a new covenant, one in which 
the altar is a cross. And on that cross Jesus died for our sins once 
and for all. Hebrews 9:13-14 explains how the sacrificial system 
finds its fulfillment permanently in Christ:  For if the blood of 
goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 
ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how 
much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God. 
 
“Oh Come to the Altar” presents God’s altar as the place where we 
find forgiveness from our sins and respite from our burdens. It is 
a wonderful, powerful reminder of the comfort of the gospel. 
 
The bridge of the song is a response of praise.  Oh what a Savior 
isn't he wonderful.  Sing alleluia Christ is risen.  Bow down before 
him, for he is Lord of all, sing alleluia Christ is risen.   
 



Seeing as the whole song is a description of this gracious 
exchange—our sin for God’s forgiveness—it’s fitting that the 
bridge is a response of praise.  
 

You are Worthy of Our Praise 
Lyrics:  I will worship, with all of my heart 
I will praise you, with all of my strength 

I will seek you, all of my days 
I will follow, all of your ways 
I will give you, all my worship 
I will give you, all my praise 
You alone, I long to worship 

You alone, are worthy of my praise 
You are worthy of my praise 

I will bow down, and I'll hail you as king 
I will serve you, I will give you everything 

I will lift up my eyes to your throne 
I will trust you, I will trust you alone 

I will give you all my worship 
I will give you all my praise 
You alone I long to worship 

You alone are worthy of my praise. 
 

Worship isn’t just the sixty minutes on a Sunday morning. It’s a 
lifestyle. It’s something we do in this life, and life after life after 
death as N.T. Wright says. That is, when we worship God in spirit 
and in truth, we are getting glimpses of heaven. When we 
worship God fully, with our hearts, souls, and minds, in fellowship 
with all believers, we experience a part of God’s kingdom here 
just as it is in heaven. In Revelation 7, it speaks of every tribe and 
every nation, all people, worshipping God together day and night. 
As we worship here on earth, we are anticipating worshipping 
when all things are made right again.  So let’s worship God fully 
with all our hearts, souls, and minds. Let’s give our praises to the 
one who’s deserving. We’re not getting anything out of worship 
because we’re not giving everything of ourselves in worship. 
Worship is for God, to God, with God, in God, of God, and about 
God. 

See You in Worship This Sunday 


