
 

 

 

 
MORNING WORSHIP 

February 23, 2020  9:30 AM 
 
PREPARATION MUSIC  A Call to Joyful Praise Chancel Choir 
O God who reigns on high, your glory we proclaim.  We gather now to worship you and praise 
your name.  Come before the Lord with joyful singing.  Come into his gates with tuneful praise.  
Come into his courts with glad thanksgiving.  Alleluia, sing to the Lord, sing to the Lord, sing to 
the Lord a new song.  Come before the Lord with joyful singing.  Come into his gates with tuneful 
praise.  Come into his courts with glad thanksgiving.  Alleluia, sing to the Lord, sing to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord a new song.  Come before the Lord with joyful singing.  Come into his gates with 
tuneful praise.  Come into his courts with glad thanksgiving.  Alleluia, sing to the Lord, sing to the 
Lord, sing to the Lord a new song.  We are the people of the covenant.  We are the children of 
the Lamb.  We are made for alleluias.  We are instruments of grace.  We are a symphony of 
praise!  Alleluia!  Come before the Lord with joyful singing.  Come into his gates with tuneful 
praise.  Come into his courts with glad thanksgiving.  Alleluia, sing to the Lord, sing to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord a new song.  Sing to God, sing, sing an alleluia…Sing alleluia…Sing unto the Lord, 
sing hosanna, Alleluia, Alleluia. Sing!  Come before the Lord with joyful singing come before the 
Lord with joyful singing.  Come before the Lord with joyful singing.  All people come with joyful 
singing!  Come with joyful singing.  Alleluia!   
 
Today we consider scripture from Nehemiah 8.  Nehemiah is noted for 
rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem as people were returning from the exile.  
As part of his leadership of this rebuilding, Nehemiah knew the value of 
celebrating the great things that God has done.  When the task is 
completed, when the results have been achieved, when people have been 
served, then it is appropriate to take time to celebrate.  This is what 
Nehemiah did, first, he had Ezra read from the God’s Law-the motivation 
from Nehemiah’s mission in the first place.  The words kindled a godly 
sorrow and genuine joy.  Then, with heartfelt praise, choice food and even 
an “amen” chorus, the community rejoiced in the Lord for the work it had 
accomplished.  This reminds us of our weekly worship, we gather 
together to celebrate God’s presence and direction as we each participate 
in our various circles, missions, youth meetings, education opportunities, 
each week.  God’s word sung, prayed, read and taught prompts us to 
God’s presence in our lives and in our church and community, and we 
respond in joyous worship!  Today’s anthem (opening phrases are from 
an old Jewish hymn YIGDAL) helps us get going in the spirit of Nehemiah: 



 

 

we gather now, we come into his gates with praise, we come into his 
courts with thanksgiving…we are people of the covenant…we come with 
joyful singing.  
  
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 119, Jeremiah 31)   
Leader:  How beautiful is the word of the Lord! How wise are God’s commandments! 
People:  Through the Lord’s precepts, we gain understanding. Through 
God’s wisdom, we find truth. 
Leader:  The Lord is our God; we are God’s people. God’s word lives within us, 
for it is written on our hearts. 
People:  Living Word, Great Teacher, lead us and guide us! Amen! 
 
Ezra read the law…and the words kindled a godly sorrow, a genuine 
joy…and with heartfelt praise the community rejoiced in the Lord for the 
work it had accomplished.  Today’s call to worship helps us with this 
progression:  …beautiful is the word of the Lord…God’s commandments 
are wise… through them we gain understanding and find truth…we are 
God’s people and God’s word lives within us…through his word he leads 
and guides us!   
 
HYMN OF PRAISE God Has Spoken by His Prophets  

1  
God has spoken by his prophets, 

Spoken his unchanging word; 
Each from age to age proclaiming 
God, the one, the righteous Lord. 

In the world's despair and turmoil, 
One firm anchor holds us fast; 
God is King, his throne eternal; 
God the first, and God the last. 

2  
God has spoken by Christ Jesus, 

Christ, the everlasting Son, 
Brightness of the Father's glory, 

With the Father ever one; 
Spoken by the Word Incarnate, 
God of God, ere time was born; 

Light of light, to earth descending, 
Christ as God in human form. 
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God is speaking by the Spirit, 
Speaking to our hearts again, 

In the ageless word expounding 
God's own message now as then. 

Through the rise and fall of nations 
One sure faith yet standing fast; 
God abides his word unchanging; 

God the first, and God the last. 
 
Hebrews 1:1-2  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom he made the universe.  Here’s a prayer:  Son of God, before 
whom angels bow, I kneel humbly at your feet.  Word of God, through 
whom all things were created and by whom God has spoken, I am silent 
and awestruck before you.  Light of light, who outshines the radiance of 
heaven, I glorify you.  Even so, O Lord, how can my worship begin to be 
worthy of you?  However extravagant my praise, you are greater still!  
 
SCRIPTURE SONG Praise Ye the Lord (Psalms 148 and 150)  
Praise ye the Lord, praise him in his sanctuary, praise ye the Lord, praise him in his pow’r.  Praise 
him for his mighty acts according to his excellent greatness, praise him for his greatness, for this 
greatness, for his pow’r.  Praise him with sound.  Praise him with the sound of trumpets. Praise 
him with timbrel, voices and horn.  O praise him with the organ, and praise him with the psalt’ry 
and praise him with the psalt’ry and the harp, praise ye the Lord.  Praise him all his angels and 
praise him all his hosts.  Praise him all ye stars of light.  Young men and old men and rulers of 
the world bless his name.  Praise ye the Lord.  Praise him with the crashing cymbals.  Let all the 
cymbals loudly resound.  Let ev’rything that hath breath praise the Lord.  (everything that hath 
breath praise the Lord-everything that hath breath praise the Lord, everything that hath breath 
praise the Lord.  Praise ye the Lord.  Praise ye the Lord.  Praise ye the Lord.  Praise ye the Lord.  
Praise ye the Lord.   
 
Take time to read Psalms 148 and 150 in your Bible.  These two psalms 
together remind us that:  all creation should praise and worship the Lord, 
and creation praises God everywhere in every way.  We should join this 
rejoicing song of praise.  As you interact with the  psalms, note the praise 
given to God, not only for what he does—his creation, his blessings, his 
forgiveness-but also for who he is---loving just, faithful, forgiving, 
patient.  Note those times when the praise of God is shared with others, 
and they too are encouraged to praise him.     
 

 



 

 

Confessing Sin 
CALL TO CONFESSION (from 2 Timothy 3)   
Leader: From the least of us, to the greatest, Lord, we want to know you; we yearn 
to follow where you lead us; we need your guidance. 
People:  But even as we listen for your direction, other voices compete 
for our attention with teachings that suit our desires. 
Leader:  Our thoughts drift so far from your truth,  that fables and fancies begin to 
seem real. 
People:  Holy One, open our hearts and minds. Forgive us of our sin.   By 
your Spirit, convince, rebuke, and encourage us as only you can; teach, 
correct, and inspire us in the ways of your salvation.  
 
Ezra read the law…and the words kindled a godly sorrow, a genuine 
joy…and with heartfelt praise the community rejoiced in the Lord for the 
work it had accomplished.  It was the Word of God which caused all of 
these good things to happen.  It is the Word of God which points to our 
sin and offers us the opportunity to speak to God and seek his 
forgiveness.  If you read 2 Timothy chapter 3, you’ll see besieged by false 
teaches and the inevitable pressures of a growing ministry, Timothy could 
easily have abandoned his faith of modified his doctrine.  Paul counsels 
him to look to his past, to hold to the basic teachings about Jesus that are 
eternally true.  Like Timothy, we are surrounded by false teachings, and 
most of us are very busy.  But we must not allow our society to distort or 
crowd out God’s eternal truth.  We must spend time in God’s Word, the 
great truths on which our lives are built.  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from Jeremiah 31 and Luke 18) 
Leader: When we cry out, God helps us without delay.  Do not lose heart, for the 
Lord forgives our iniquity and remembers our sin no more. 
People:  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God!  
 
In Nehemiah, the people were returning from exile.  In Jeremiah 31:3 we 
read:  For long ago the Lord has said to Israel:  I have loved you.  O my 
people, with an everlasting love; with living-kindness I have drawn you 
to me.  I will rebuild your nation.  You will again be happy and dance 
merrily with the timbrels.  God reaches toward his people with 
lovingkindness---kindness motivated by a deep love.  He is eager to do 
the best for them if they will only let him.  After many words of warning 
about sin, this reminder of God’s magnificent love is a fresh breath.  If we 



 

 

look carefully we can see him lovingly drawing us toward 
himself…now…today!   
 

Telling Truth 
SCRIPTURE Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6 
Nehemiah was the political leader and Ezra was the priest.  The people 
paid close attention to Ezra as he read God’s Word, and their lives were 
changed.  Because we hear the Bible every week in church, and maybe 
read it a bit at home, we can become dulled to its words and immune to 
its teachings!  Instead, we, too, must listen carefully to every verse and 
ask the Holy Spirit to help us answer the question:  How does this apply 
to my life?  The people wept openly when they heard God’s laws and 
realized how far they were from obeying them.  But Ezra told them they 
should be filled with joy because they had the opportunity to listen and 
understand God’s words.  Then he told them to celebrate and to give gifts 
to those in need.  After Ezra read God’s laws, the people studied them 
further and then acted upon them.  A careful reading of Scripture always 
calls for a response to these questions:  What should I do with this 
knowledge?  How should my life change?  We must do something about 
what we have learned if it is to have real significance for our lives.   
 

 
Going into the World 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE     God of Creation, All-Powerful  

1  
God of creation, all-powerful, all-wise, 
Lord of the universe rich with surprise, 

Maker, Sustainer, and Ruler of all, 
we are Your children - You hear when we call. 

2  
God of the ages, through time's troubled years 

You are the One in whom history coheres; 
nations and empires Your purpose fulfill, 

moving in freedom, yet working Your will. 
3  

God of redemption, who wrought our rebirth, 
called out Your church from the ends of the earth, 

still You are Savior - put darkness to flight; 
overcome sin by salvation's pure light! 
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God of Your people, Your Word still stands fast - 
do for us now as You've done in the past! 

Yours is the kingdom - Your triumph we claim, 
challenging evil in Jesus' strong name. 

5  
God of our now, all our trust is in You, 
Covenant God, ever faithful and true; 

Sovereign Creator, Redeemer, and Lord, 
now and forever Your name be adored! 

 
Leave worship this morning with this prayer of praise:  Gracious and 
generous God, we would honor you with our worship.  You are wisdom 
and power; you are holiness and love.  In every way you surpass our 
knowledge and imagination.  Accept our thanks and praise.  You are good, 
our God, and you are good to us.  You have spoken the word of creation, 
redemption, and guidance, and have given us life.  You have endowed us 
with a timely heritage and a timeless hope.  You have granted us your 
presence and an invitation to draw near.  You have offered us the 
welcome of forgiven sin and restored relationship.  By your grace, you 
have made us your very own.  Accept our thanks and praise.  Gathered as 
your people, we offer not only thanks and praise, but minds, hearts, 
abilities, and wills.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, AMEN! 


