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PREPARATION MUSIC Do You Hear the Shepherd Cherub Choir 
Do you hear the shepherd?  Calling clear and strong?  Do you hear the shepherd?  Do you hear 
the song?  One by one, He calls each by name: All are in His sight.  His clear song quiets all our 
fear through the cold and dark of night.  Do you hear the shepherd?  Calling clear and strong?  
Do you hear the shepherd?  Do you hear the song?  When He speaks, our hearts leap with joy, 
for we know the shepherd’s voice.  As we walk through the narrow gate, our trusting hearts 
rejoice!  Do you hear the shepherd?  Calling clear and strong?  Do you hear the shepherd?  Do 
you hear the song?  Do you hear His song? 
 
The Cherub Choir calls us to worship and reminds us of Jesus as 
“The Good Shepherd”.  In John 10:11 Jesus says about himself:  “I 
am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd gives his life for the 
sheep.”  Here’s a prayer:  How tenderly you care for me, Jesus, my 
Shepherd!  When I hear your reassuring voice I know that I am 
secure.  When I wander far away you search for me.  And when you 
find me, you hoist me upon your strong shoulders, rejoicing that I 
have been found.  You are the gate that leads to the fold of 
salvation.  You are the fold in which I find safety.  When I am in 
danger, you lay down your own life for me.  You give me the gift of 
life, life to the full.  Oh to know you, gracious Shepherd, and to be 
known by you---this is true life!  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP     
Leader: From God came the sustenance for people who wandered in 
wilderness places. 
People: That was the bread from heaven! 
Leader: From God comes Jesus Christ, the eternal bread that sustains our 
lives. 



People: Christ is the Bread of Life! 
Leader: Let us praise God for such wondrous gifts of life. 
People: Let us sing and raise our voices in gratitude for all that 
God does for us.  
 
This call to worship is inspired from today’s scripture.  When Jesus 
call himself the “bread of life”, he was using as an image more than 
a staple of the diet; He was drawing on a rich symbol of Jewish life.  
Bread played an important part in Israel’s worship.  During the 
celebration of Pentecost, two loaves of leavened bread were 
offered as sacrifices.  In the tabernacle, and later in the temple, the 
Levites placed twelve loaves of unleavened bread, or bread without 
yeast, before the Lord each week to symbolize God’s presence with 
the twelve tribes of Israel.  Throughout EXODUS, God sustained his 
people by sending manna from heaven each morning.  It was this 
manna that Jesus was recalling when he called himself “the true 
bread from heaven”, “the bread which came down from heaven”, 
and the “bread of life”.  Symbolically, Jesus is the heavenly manna, 
the spiritual or supernatural food given by the Father to those who 
ask, seek, and knock.   
 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE Alleluia, Sing to Jesus Hymnal #263 

1  
Alleluia, sing to Jesus! His the scepter, His the throne: 

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood. 

Jesus, out of every nation, has redeemed us by His blood. 
2  

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received Him when the forty days 
were o'er, 

shall our hearts forget His promise, "I am with you evermore"? 
 

3  
Alleluia! heavenly High Priest, here on earth our help, our stay; 

Alleluia! hear the sinful cry to You from day to day. 



Intercessor, Friend of sinners, earth's Redeemer, hear our plea, 
where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 

 
Read Revelation 19:6-7  “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty 
reigns.  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!  Here’s a 
response of praise:  What joy it will be to see you at last, my Lord 
and my God!  You, King Jesus, Word of God, are the very expression 
of the heart and mind of the Father.  The fullness of your character, 
like the fullness of your name, is beyond human comprehension.  
You are the commander of the armies of heaven.  You are 
supremely sovereign over the nations of the earth.  You are the one 
being over all the universe who is worthy of my unquestioning 
loyalty; the one mighty hero over all the world who is worthy of my 
wholehearted admiration; the one righteous Savior over all 
creation who is worthy of my absolute worship.  
 
ANTHEM The Name of Jesus Chancel Choir 
(chorus-All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; Bring forth the royal 
diadem and crown him Lord of all, and crown him Lord of all!  (chorus).  How sweet the 
name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear!  It soothes my sorrows, heals my wounds and 
drives away my fear.  It make the wounded spirit whole, and calms the troubled breats; 
It satisfies the hungry soul, and gives the weary rest.  (chorus) Dear name, the rock on 
which I build, my shield and hiding place.  My neverending treasury, filled with boundless 
stores of grace.  Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, my Prophet Priest, and King, my 
Lord, my life, my way, my end, accept the praise I bring.  (chorus) Weak is the effort of 
my heart and cold my warmest thought; But when I see you as you are, I’ll praise you as 
I ought.  Till then I would your love proclaim with every fleeting breath; and may the 
music of your name refresh my soul in death.  (chorus) (chorus)  
 
The unifying topic of this anthem is the kingship of Jesus.  Leland 
Ryken writes:  The theme is that because Jesus is king, he is worthy 
of the praise and homage of every believing soul.  The central image 
pattern that supports and carries this theme is the imagery of 
kingship.  Every stanze employs this imagery in multiple ways, 
clinching the pattern with the concluding refrain line “and crown 
him Lord of all.”  This anthem is a series of commands to praise 
Jesus as king (like the Old Testament Psalms of Praise).  Also, this 
anthem is modeled on verses in Revelation---heavenly visions with 
images of a throne, of falling down before the throne, of ascribing 



honor to God seated on the throne, of casting crowns before God, 
and so on.  In this hymn, the act of crowning signifies the paying of 
allegiance and honor to God and exalting him to a position of 
primacy. At a personal level, “crown him Lord of all” means to make 
him Lord of everything in one’s life.    
 
 Confessing Sin 
CALL TO CONFESSION    
Leader:  In the daily grind of life, we are so often taught to climb the ladder 
of success by stepping on each other, focusing only on our own wants and 
needs.  We chase after all those false idols that cannot ever sustain us and 
bring us peace.  
People:  Forgive our ignorance, Lord. It is your Son Jesus Christ 
who leads us in the ways of happiness and peace, sustaining us 
with his life-giving bread. As we bring our sin to you this morning, 
nurture us again, Lord, with this Bread of Life, that we may truly 
focus on the ministries and mission you have set before us. 
 
John 6:35  I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never 
go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.  God’s 
Word “the Bread of Life” should nourish our spiritual lives and bring 
us into an ever closer relationship with our Lord.  Confessing our 
sin and receiving Christ’s grace should bring us peace and 
contentment as we allow Christ to nourish and fill us with himself.   
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Leader:  Do you not know? It is Jesus Christ who is the Bread of Life! Come 
to him and feed on his love for you. Find healing in his presence. Know that 
this is given freely for you, out of his great love. 
People:  By grace we have been saved through faith in Jesus Christ.  
This is not our own doing, it is the gift of God.  
 
In chapter 35, Isaiah records a stunning vision of God’s presence; 
Yahweh enters the scene and everything changes. At the center of 
this poem is a key and distinguishing demonstration of God’s 
character and values and a hallmark of what it looks like when God 
shows up; namely, when God shows up, human beings are restored. 



They are healed. So what does it look like when God shows up? 
Here’s how Isaiah 35 begins. 
 
The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will 
rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will 
rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given 
to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of 
the Lord, the splendor of our God. – Isaiah 35:1-2 
 
These first verses set the stage for God’s arrival, and there is an 
expectation of joy and gladness that accompanies His presence. In 
the wilderness, a place that seems (as Jerusalem would someday 
be) dry and dead, plant life bursts forth! Isaiah references two 
places that were (to that audience) well-known for a luscious, life-
sustaining habitat, Lebanon and Mt. Carmel, and announces that 
God’s presence will make the wilderness as fruitful as those places. 
 
Megiddo and the land surrounding Mt. Carmel in northern Israel. 
A waterfall in the Lebanon Mountains.  The Judean wilderness 
 
Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; say 
to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will 
come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution, he will 
come to save you.” – Isaiah 35:3-4 
 
Furthermore, there is a sense that God’s presence will “set things 
right.” The repressed in society should take heart because Yahweh 
is coming, and He brings a surety of divine retribution. All wrongs 
will be righted. 
 
And after God shows up, verses 8-10 show the effects of God’s 
arrival. Joy will overtake God’s people, and they will walk in a Way 
that is both protected and blessed. 
 
And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; 
it will be for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not 
journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. No lion will be 
there, nor any ravenous beast; they will not be found there.  But 



only the redeemed will walk there, and those the Lord has rescued 
will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will 
crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow 
and sighing will flee away. – Isaiah 35:8-10 
 
At the center of this poem is a defining characteristic of God that 
makes him unique amongst all the gods or religious structures of 
Isaiah’s day (or ours for that matter). Yahweh is the only deity of 
the ancient world that not only identifies Himself as “Healer” but 
has a stated intention to redeem and restore the world He made 
and the people that He created in His image. 
 
Isaiah 35 shouts this reality with the central point of the poem. 
What does it look like when God shows up? 
 
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue 
shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams 
in the desert. The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty 
ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, 
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. – Isaiah 35:5-7 
 
When God shows up, the beings that bear His image are restored, 
and the world He made is “rebooted.” The ears of the deaf, the eyes 
of the blind, the tongues of the mute, the feet of the lame: all are 
healed. Creation is restored; people are healed. That’s what it looks 
like when God arrives.  Jesus called it “the kingdom of God.” 
 
SCRIPTURE John 6:32-40  
 
People eat bread to satisfy physical hunger and to sustain physical 
life.  We can satisfy spiritual hunger and sustain spiritual life only 
by a right relationship with Jesus Christ.  No wonder he called 
himself the Bread of Life.  But bread must be eaten to give life and 
Christ must be invited into our daily walk to give spiritual life.   
 
 


