
 

 

 

 
Worship Notes 

March 8, 2020  9:30 AM 
 
PREPARATION MUSIC   I Will Sing New Songs of Gladness  
(Psalm 145:1–7 and 144:9)  I will sing new songs of gladness, I will sing Jehovah’s 
praises upon a ten-string psaltery.  Ev’ry day will I extol Thee and will bless Thy 
Holy Name, I will bless Thy Holy Name.  Great is God and great His mercy.  Who 
shall tell of all His greatness? Who shall His pow’r declare? My song shall be of 
praise and honor, and of Thy glorious acts.  Thy works are wonderful, past our 
knowing. Yea, men shall tell of Thy great kindness and of Thy wond’rous might, 
and my voice shall proclaim aloud Thy glory. 
 
This noble praise psalm (145) begins the grand doxology (Psalms 145-150) of the 
entire Psalter, bringing this anthology of ancient worship songs to a mighty 
crescendo.  Excitement builds, erupting in a fulfilling climax of praise in Psalm 150—
the Old Testament Hallelujah Chorus!  David begins by extolling God the King.  He 
covenants with the Lord to praise His name on a daily basis.  He vows to keeps the 
relationship fresh, not taking anything for granted.  He praise the Lord for both his 
attributes and his acts.  Only God is worthy of praise because of his divine 
personality and unprecedented acts in history.  God is present in his universe!  
Future generations will tell the stories revealing his glorious splendor and majesty.  
A prayer:  My God and King, you alone are worthy of daily and forever praise!  I 
exalt and declare your goodness to all generations.  (words from Don Wyrtzen)  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
Leader:  What a mystery!  Before Abraham took his first breath, you existed, O 
Christ.  Even at the dawn of creation, you were there.  Before time came into being, 
you were---you are!  Who else can claim such a thing, except God in the flesh?  
Who else can truly bear the name “I AM,” the very name of God?  Who else cradles 
the vast expanse of history in his hands? 
People:  Yet into that history you have come, the transcendent made 
immanent, the Creator becoming part of the creation, the eternal Word 
of God made flesh.  All praise be to you, Jesus Christ, our Living Lord and 
our Eternal God!   
 



 

 

This is one of the most powerful statements uttered by Jesus.  When he says he 
existed before Abraham was born, he undeniably proclaims his divinity.  Not only 
did Jesus say he existed before Abraham; he also applied God’s holy name (I AM – 
Exodus 3:14) to himself.  This claim demands a response.  It cannot be ignored.  
The Jewish leaders tried to stone him for blasphemy because he claimed equality 
with God.  But Jesus is God.  Have WE truly recognized this fact?   
 
HYMN OF PRAISE God of the Ages  

1 
God of the ages, history's Maker, planning our pathway, holding us fast, 

shaping in mercy all that concerns us: Father, we praise you, Lord of the past. 
2  

God of this morning, gladly your children worship before you, trustingly bow; 
teach us to know you always among us, quietly sovereign--Lord of our now. 

3  
God of tomorrow, strong overcomer, princes of darkness own your command: 

what then can harm us? We are your people, now and forever kept by your hand. 
4  

Lord of past ages, Lord of this morning, Lord of the future, help us, we pray: 
teach us to trust you, love and obey you, crown you each moment, Lord of today! 

 
Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever!  We must 
keep our eyes on Christ, our ultimate leader, who unlike human leaders with never 
change.  He has been and will be the same forever.  In a changing world we can 
trust our unchanging Lord!   
 
SCRIPTURE SONG I Am Chancel Choir 
I am the Root of David, the Bright and Morning Star, I am the Lion of Judah, I am, I am; I am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.  The first and the last, I am, I am.  I am faithful 
and true, I am the Word of God, I am the Lamb, I am, I am; I am the resurrection, and He that 
lives, I am alive forevermore, amen, amen.  I am the King of kings and Lord of lords, I am holy 
holy, Lord.  God Almighty, which was and is, and is to come, I am, I am, I am, that I am!  I am 
the resurrection, and He that lives, I am alive forever, amen, amen; I am the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, I am holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come, I am, I am, 
I am, that I am, I am!  I am!  
 
John 8:24…for unless you believe that I am the Messiah, the Son of God, you will 
die in your sins.”  People will die in their sins if they reject Christ, because they are 
rejecting the only way to be rescued from sin.  Sadly, many are so taken up with 
the values of this world that they are blind to the priceless gift Christ offers.  This 
anthem helps summarize our series reminding us of many “I AM” statements which 
describe who Jesus Christ is.  
   



 

 

 Confessing Sin 
CALL TO CONFESSION    
Leader: Righteous God, in Christ you became sin for us.  You took what we are so 
that we might become what you are.  We confess that often we ignore our sin.  We 
confess that we too often do not confess.  We keep silent about the sin that clings 
to us.  Our sins are a great burden for us. 
People:  Forgive us.  In Christ take away our iniquity.  You are our 
stronghold, our hiding place.  May we confess our sins, that we might 
then rejoice and be glad in you and in the righteousness that flows over 
us as a mighty stream of grace.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.  Christians are brand new people on 
the inside.  The Holy Spirit gives them new life, and they are not the same any 
more.  We are not reformed, rehabilitated or reeducated---we are new creations. 
Living in vital union with Christ.  We are not merely turning over a new leaf; we are 
beginning a new life under a new Master.  God brings us back to himself by blotting 
out our sins and making us righteous.  We are no longer strangers, foreigners, or 
enemies to God when we trust in Christ.  When we trust in Christ, we make a trade-
--our sin for his goodness.  Our sin was poured into Christ at his crucifixion.  His 
righteousness is poured into us at our conversion.  God offers to trade righteousness 
for sin---something of immeasurable worth for something worthless.  How grateful 
we should be for his goodness to us.   
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
Leader:  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will never walk 
in darkness but will have the light of life.”   
People:  Let us receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we 
are forgiven!  
 
John 8:12…Jesus said to the people:  “I am the Light of the world…if you follow me 
you won’t be stumbling through the darkness, for living light will flood your path!”  
Jesus was speaking in the part of the Temple known as the Treasury where candles 
burned to symbolize the pillar of fire that led the people of Israel through the 
wilderness.  In this context Jesus called himself the Light of the world.  The pillar 
of fire represented God’s presence, protection and guidance.  Jesus brings God’s 
presence, protection, and guidance.  He is the light of our world!  
 
 
 
 



 

 

SCRIPTURE John 8: 48-58 
History is crowded with men who claimed to be gods.  Christianity is unique in that 
it reveals that the one God became man, in the person of Jesus Christ.  That is the 
dramatic import of Jesus’ words, “Before Abraham was, I AM” (John 8:58).  I AM 
was an expression by which God was known to the Hebrews (Ex. 3:14).  In using 
such words, Jesus was declaring that God Himself was standing before the crowd!  
By contrast, consider others in history who wanted their followers to regard them 
as gods, or who were given such adulation after they died:  (to name a couple) 
King Tutankhamen-the boy king of Egypt who reigned during the fourteenth century 
BC was regarded as a god.  He died at the age of 18.  Alexander the Great—when 
the great military general of Macedonia overthrew the Persian Empire (c. 334-323 
BC) he became a legend bigger than life.  He attempted to fuse the Macedonians 
and the Persians into one master race of which he would be the supreme being.  
He demanded the same divine recognition from his subject people that they gave 
to the Greek gods Hercules and Dionysus.  Nevertheless, an illness claimed his life 
at age 33. Other names you could look up include:  Napoleon Bonaparte, Vladimir 
Lenin, Adolf Hitler…   ONLY JESUS BACKED UP HIS CLAIM! Many more pretenders 
could be listed.  But only Jesus demonstrated that He was God by his words and 
actions.  He healed the sick, raised the dead, forgave sins, and lived by the moral 
precepts that he taught.  In fact, he fulfilled every code of righteousness without 
ever sinning.  Most importantly, he backed up his claim of being God by conquering 
death.  No one else in history has ever done that.  Others have been regarded as 
divine, but all have fallen short of God’s glory except Jesus.    
 
 

Going into the World 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE    If You Will Trust in God to Guide You  

1  
If you will trust in God to guide you 
And place your confidence in him, 

You’ll find him always there beside you, 
To give you hope and strength within.  

For those who trust God’s changeless love 
Build on the rock that will not move. 

3  
In patient trust await his leisure, 

in cheerful hope, with heart content 
to take whate'er your Father's pleasure 

and all-discerning love has sent. 
Doubt not your inmost wants are known 



 

 

to him who chose you for his own. 
4  

Sing, pray, and keep his ways unswerving, 
offer your service faithfully, 

and trust his Word; though undeserving, 
you'll find his promise true to be. 

God never will forsake in need 
the soul that trusts in him indeed. 

 
Read Psalm 55:22-23  Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; he will 
never let the righteous fall.  But you, O God, will bring down the wicked into the pit 
of corruption; bloodthirsty and deceitful men will not live out half their days.  But 
as for me, I trust in you.  David (the psalmist) feels the affirming hand of God on 
his life.  We can feel reassured, knowing that God has not changed and that he 
ministers to us in the same ways.  He hears our cry of distress, morning, noon or 
night.  He is able to save us just as he saved David.  He is aware of the violence of 
the wicked because “men…never change their ways (Psalm 55:18-19).  Even before 
I suspect treachery, the Lord knows the intent of the heart.  WHAT A GOD!  He will 
not forsake the righteous (v. 22).  We can cast our cares on the Lord and He will 
see us through!  “But as for me…I trust in You” (v. 23).   


