
 
 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP AT 11AM 
(also visit new AUDIO WORSHIP PREPARATION NOTES at www.crestviewchurch.com) 

 
March 15, 2020 

Check out the NEW Crestview Web-Site to view March 15, 2020.  If you take 
just a few minutes to read the scripture verses and sing/hum through the 
song melodies and texts, you will be ready for the Word of God to interact 
with you in a more powerful way! 
 
Scripture John 15:1-8 
My King James Study Bible compares John 15: 1-10 to a computer network.  
One way of setting up a network is to use a central computer to handle the 
main programming, storage, and communication functions, with remote 
workstations for individual input and retrieval.  This is similar to the situation 
Jesus described in His image of the vine and the branches in John 15.  Here’s 
a verse by verse run-through.     
 
John 15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Here we see 
Jesus is the key.  Like the central processing unit of a computer system, Jesus 
provides the life, the direction, and the command for his followers, those of us 
on-line. 
 
John 15: 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.   To be 
effective, believers must maintain their relationship with Jesus.  In order to 
use the features of a network, a user must remain attached to the network.  If 
one signs-off, there is no more access to the central computer or to others in 
the network.  Likewise, if we allow sin to disrupt our walk with Christ, we lose 
fellowship with him and with other believers  
 
John 15:5-8  I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I 
in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 
If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; 



and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove 
to be my disciples.  Jesus wants his followers to be productive.  Companies 
install computer networks so that their employees can get their work done.  
The systems cost too much to be treated as toys or to be underutilized.  
Correspondingly, the relationship that believers have with God was purchased 
through Christ’s blood, so we need to take it seriously.  Christ wants us to 
enjoy walking with Him, but he also wants us to accomplish his purposes.  
 
John 15:9-10.  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.  To love Jesus is 
to follow his commands.  Occasionally network users receive an “error 
message” indicating that they have not followed the instructions of the 
program correctly.  By the same token, Jesus has given us commands to follow, 
and the only way to experience his life and power is to obey those commands. 
To do so is not only practical, but an expression of our love for the Lord.   
 
Songs for 3-15-20 
 

1 
One Thing Remains 

Higher than the mountains that I face 
Stronger than the power of the grave 

Constant through the trial and the change 
One thing remains 

This one thing remains 
Your love never fails, and never gives up 

It never runs out on me 
Your love never fails, and never gives up 

It never runs out on me 
Your love never fails, and never gives up 

It never runs out on me 
Because on and on and on and on it goes 
Before it overwhelms and satisfies my soul 

And I never, ever, have to be afraid 
One thing remains 

This one thing remains 
 

Our new song-”One Thing Remains” is about God’s steadfast love for us. The 
lyrics are a direct reflection of Psalm 136.  Psalm 136 is a reminder of God’s 



enduring love that will always remain. The Psalm repeats ‘His Love Endures 
Forever’ 26 times. Amazing.  Remember that God’s love never fails. His love 
never gives up. His love never runs out. It never stops. It never wavers. It 

never changes. It never has faults. His love always remains! It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. 
But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 

they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  
1 Corinthians 13:7-8 

 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, 

together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  
Ephesians 3:17-19 

 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  

Ephesians 3:20-21 
 

2 
 Forever 

Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King 
His love endures forever 

For He is good, He is above all things 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise 

With a mighty hand and outstretched arm 
His love endures forever 

For the life that's been reborn 
His love endures forever 
Sing praise, sing praise 
Sing praise, sing praise 
Forever, God is faithful 
Forever, God is strong 
Forever, God is with us 

Forever 

 
(Chris Tomlin, the composer writes about this song)--All flesh is 
grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass 



withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; 
surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, 

but the word of our God will stand forever. (Isaiah 40:6–8) 
 

These verses are not about grass. 
 

We need to take a step back to capture the real comparison that’s 
happening here. We see it in verse 6 when Isaiah tells us: “All 
flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.” 

 
Flesh is another way to say “people.” It’s a reference to our 

human-ness, and the point is that all of us — you and me and 
everyone — are fragile as grass. What he means is that, in 

comparison with the Lord, we’re extremely vulnerable, empty, 
weak. When we see grass we should be reminded of who we are 

in light of God’s power. The very breath of God up against us 
would cause us to wither and fade. Isaiah doesn’t want us to miss 

this: “surely the people are grass.” 
 

With that point established, he speaks in verse 8: “The grass 
[that’s you and me] withers, the flower fades, but the word of our 

God will stand forever.” 
 

The comparison, then, is not between mere grass and the mighty 
word of God. The comparison is actually between humans (who 
are fragile as grass) and the mighty word of God. We humans, a 
lot like grass, will wither and fade. We are but little sprigs of turf 

compared to God’s word. 
 

Don’t be mistaken. This passage of Scripture is for our comfort, 
not our rebuke. Isaiah says a lot in his book about God bringing 
an end to the haughty and prideful. But here, the word begins 

with “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God” (Isaiah 40:1). 
We should be comforted that we’re like grass, but that the word 

of God is forever. 
 

John Calvin writes, “This passage comprehends the whole gospel 
in a few words.” 



 
It’s in two clear points: our nature and God’s authority. We know 

we’re like grass. Mankind can only impress himself for so long. We 
live in a world of breathtaking canyons and unimaginably deep 
oceans, after all. There are high mountains and tsunamis. It’s 

hard to stay haughty when you have a good look around. 
 

But more than that, we’re also fallen. We’re sinners, which means 
that for all our grass-likeness, we’re actually too blind to really 

understand it on our own. We are unreliable and entirely 
desperate for God’s help. 

 
Seeing Who Is Forever 

 
So there is humanity, but then there is God. There is God and his 

word. 
 

The word of God is the demonstration of his authority. It is his 
communicated resolve. It is his promise to save, to end our 

warfare and pardon our iniquity. In one sense, we might say that 
“God’s word” is shorthand for his whole action of salvation, of 
revealing his glory, of making himself known to grass like us. 

God’s word is the great and wonderful and lovely opposition to 
our fragility. 

 
We are grass, for sure, but grass for whom Jesus has come and 
suffered in our place and bore the wrath we deserved and was 
buried and then raised on the third day. He ascended to heaven 
and is now reigning over his coming kingdom. And we can trust 

him. We, fragile as grass, can trust him who is forever faithful. We 
can trust our God whose word will stand forever, who is forever 

strong and forever with us. 
 

We can trust him, and we will sing praise. 
 
 
 
 



3 
Draw Me Close to You 

Draw me close to you 
Never let me go 

I lay it all down again 
To hear you say that I'm your friend 

You are my desire 
No one else will do 

'Cause nothing else can take your place 
To feel the warmth of your embrace 

Help me find the way 
Bring me back to you 

You're all I want 
You're all I've ever needed 

You're all I want 
Help me know you are near 

This song expresses a longing for God’s nearness and confirms 
that “there is nothing on earth I desire besides you.” (Ps. 73:25) 
The music also allows appropriate time for reflection.  Because 

the psalmist has caught a glimpse of God in His glory, his 
perspective is changed on everything, including death.  The 

psalmist lets go and lets God.  Ie invites God to meet his needs for 
love and meaning.  “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever (v. 26) He concludes 
by fully committing himself to the Lord.  In turn, God stamps upon 
the psalmist  his own character, heart and mind.  A prayer:  Lord, 
give me your thoughts, your mindset, and your perspective on my 
life.  Please meet my profound longings for meaning and love as I 

commit myself fully to you.  
 

4 
Sweetly Broken 

To the cross, I look, and to the cross, I cling 
Of it's suffering, I do drink, of its work, I do sing 

On it, my Savior, both bruised and crushed 
Showed that God is love and God is just 

At the cross, You beckon me 
You draw me gently to my knees 

And I am lost for words, so lost in love 



I'm sweetly broken, wholly surrendered 
Yeah, yeah, oh Lord 

What a priceless gift, undeserved life 
Have I been given through Christ crucified 

You've called me out of death 
You've called me into life 

And I was under Your wrath 
Now, through the cross, I'm reconciled 

Scripture: "But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 

was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed." Isaiah 53:5 
 

Prayer:  I am lost for words whenever I want to express thanks 
for what Jesus has done for me.  I am sweetly broken...wholly 

surrendered!  I hope and pray that the Lord will find my life/my 
spirit/my heart a pleasing sacrifice. 

 
Scripture:  "O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth 

Your praise. For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; 
You do not delight in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a 

broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart--These, O God, You will 
not despise." Psalm 51:15-17 

 
Prayer: Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart 

of God. 
 

See You in Worship This Sunday 


