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WORSHIP NOTES 
EASTER SUNDAY April 12, 2020 

 
COUNTDOWN MUSIC- LAMB OF GOD 
If you connect to the On-Line LiveStream about four minutes before the 
service begins you will hear the organ playing Twila Paris’ “Lamb of God. 
Here is a portion of the text:    
 

Your only Son no sin to hide but You have sent Him from Your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God 

Your gift of love they crucified they laughed and scorned Him as he died 
The humble King they named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God 

Oh Lamb of God, Sweet lamb of God I love the Holy Lamb of God 
Oh wash me in His precious Blood my Jesus Christ the Lamb of God 

 
The text stresses a sinless Christ with “no sin to hide” who was sent by 
God “to walk upon this guilty sod.” Christ’s sacrificial atonement is 
emphasized as “they laughed and scorned him as he died.” 
 
As is a longstanding tradition, hymns on this theme often take a personal 
tone; in other words, they move from third person to first person. An 
example is “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” the hymn moves from a third-
person description in stanza one to first-person reflection in later stanzas—
“What language shall I borrow/to thank thee, dearest friend…? It is written 
with the combination of emotional language (“sweet,” “love,” “precious 
blood”) and the first-person pronouns which aligns this repeated portion 
with the traditional features of Pietism, especially its characteristic 
emphasis on personal spirituality centered on feeling”. 
 
The first-person perspective is noted on the refrain, “O Lamb of God…, I 
love the holy Lamb of God.” This reference to the Lamb of God not only 
recalls Isaiah 53 and John 1, but also the Agnus Dei from the Latin Mass. 
The third stanza, beginning with the text, “I was so lost I should have 
died,” focuses on Christ’s substitutionary atonement.  The text is a prayer-- 
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not a prayer to the Lamb of God, instead it is directed to the First Person of 
the Trinity, the one who sent the Son (John 3:16)”.   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
This is a traditional CALL TO WORSHIP used by the church universal.  It may come from 
Luke 24, after Jesus appeared to two believers traveling on the road to Emmaus.  Here 
is the passage:  30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew 
him; and he vanished out of their sight. 32 And they said one to another, Did not our 
heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
scriptures? 33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found 
the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, 34 Saying, The Lord is 
risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 35 And they told what things were done in 
the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread. 
 

R:  Christ is Risen 
P:  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
R:  This is the good news---the grave is empty; Christ is Risen 
P:  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
R:  This is the good news---the light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness can never put it out.  Christ is Risen 
P:  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
R:  Christ is our peace, the indestructible peace we now share with each 
other.  
P:  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

 
EASTER HYMN--Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

(intro and 2 verses) 
1 Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 

All creation, join to say Alleluia! 
raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 
2 Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 

where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 
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If all of our eternity is to be realized on this side of the grave, we are 
hopeless and to be pitied (I Corinthians 15:19).  But for the Christian, the 
resurrection assures us of God’s tomorrow.  This anticipation makes it 
possible to live joyfully today, regardless of life’s circumstances.  Revelation 
1:17-18 says:  I am the First and the Last, I am the Living One; I was 
dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!   

 
SCRIPTURE John 20:1-18 
Jesus’ resurrection is the key to the Christian faith.  1.  Just as he said, 
Jesus rose from the dead.  We can be confident…that he will accomplish all 
he has promised.  2.  Jesus’ bodily resurrection shows us that the living 
Christ, not a false prophet is ruler of God’s eternal kingdom.  3.  We can be 
certain of our own resurrection because he was resurrected.  Death is not 
the end---there is future life.  4.  The divine power that brought Jesus back 
to life is now available to us to bring our spiritually dead selves back to life.  
The resurrection is the basis for the church’s witness to the world.  
 
EASTER SONG:  He Is Lord 
 

He is Lord, he is Lord, 
He is risen from the dead and he is Lord 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 
That Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 
In this time of social-distancing we must focus our attention and devotion 
even more on Christ so that we won’t be sidetracked.  God has not left us 
alone in our struggles to do his will.  He wants to come alongside us and 
within us to help.  He helps us want to obey him and then gives us the power 
to do it.  The secret is to submit to his control and let him work in us.  We 
need the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit to change our desires to be 
more like Christ’s, as well as obedience to God’s Word and sacrificial service.   
 
CLOSING HYMN--Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 
Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave, 

and rose victorious in the strife 
for those he came to save; 

His glories now we sing who died and rose on high, 
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who died eternal life to bring, 
and lives that death may die. 

 
They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “Worthy are you, our 
Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power. Revelation 4:10-11 
 
At the end of the New Testament, Jesus Christ is revealed as the “King of 
kings and the Lord of lords” (Rev. 19:16), and we are told that “on his 
head are many crowns” (19:12 NIV). 
 
The Bible speaks about a “crown of righteousness” that the Lord will give 
(2 Tim. 4:8). There is a “crown of glory” associated especially with elders 
who shepherd the flock of God faithfully (1 Pet. 5:4), and there is a “crown 
of life” that is given to those who suffer for the sake of Christ, and 
especially to those who lay down their lives (Rev. 2:10). 
 
So through God’s kindness, there are crowns for God’s people. But what 
will they do with these crowns? They are going to say, “I am not the one 
who should be wearing this crown! The only righteousness I have came 
from you. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and in all of my ministry I was 
completely dependent on him. The reason I am here in heaven is not that I 
laid down my life for Jesus, but that Jesus laid down his life for me. I place 
this crown on the head of King Jesus!” 
 
Picture all the redeemed, a vast crowd that no one can number, gathered 
together in the presence of the Savior. Not a single one of them has a 
crown on his or her head. Why? Because all their crowns have been placed 
on the head, or at the feet, of King Jesus. 
 
Postlude 
Crestview’s “resident piper” Loel McIntosh plays two closing hymn verses 
from Crestview’s Memorial Garden.  The first hymn, Hail the Day that 
Sees Him Rise-an Easter Hymn by Charles Wesley-here’s a portion of the 
text-- Hail the day that sees Him rise, Alleluia! To His throne above the 
skies, Alleluia! Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia! Reascends His 
native heaven, Alleluia! The second hymn,  All Hail the Power of Jesus 
Name reminds us of this statement of praise from Revelation 4:11-“You 
are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for 
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you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their 
being.  Jesus’ resurrection reminds us “our everlasting song” will be shared 
throughout eternity with those from “every kindred and every tribe.”   
 

JOIN US FOR LIVE ON-LINE WORSHIP 
4-12-20 at 9:30AM 


