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WORSHIP NOTES 
SUNDAY May 24, 2020 

 
PRE-SERVICE LIVE-STREAM COUNTDOWN MUSIC  

Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
Text:  Jesus, Lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly, 

While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high; 
Hide me, O my Savior, hide till the storm of life is past; 

Safe into the haven guide; O receive my soul at last! 
 

As you will read in today’s Call to Worship based on Psalm 57, the psalmist cries 
out to God for mercy and then in verse 4 describes the misery of his soul “in the 
midst of lions…amid fiery beasts.  Nahum 1:7 reminds us “ The Lord is good, a 
refuge in times of trouble.  He cares for those who trust in Him.  This hymn, played 
during today’s “countdown” exalts Jesus Christ as “lover, healer, fountain, wing, 
pilot” and gives assurance of Jesus consolation and protection through all of life 
and then for eternity!  We can “fly” to Jesus for refuge whenever the “storm of life” 
becomes overwhelming.  He alone is our refuge and the one true foundation of life.  
   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Psalm 57: 4 My soul is in the midst of lions; I lie down amid fiery beasts—the 
children of man, whose teeth are spears and arrows, whose tongues are sharp 
swords.  (We may feel this today).  The psalmist chooses praise:  5 Be exalted, O 
God, above the heavens! Let Your glory be over all the earth! 7 My heart is steadfast, 
O God…I will sing and make melody!  Awake, my glory!  Awake, O harp and lyre!  I 
will awake the dawn!  I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples.  So let 
our thankfulness and joy abound in the Lord’s  great mercy for our ceaseless sin, 
redeemed by His grace, paid by the flesh and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ whom 
we worship today.   
 
David’s quiet confidence in God contrasted sharply with his enemies’ loud lying and 
boasting.  When confronted with verbal attackes, the best defense is simply to be 
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quiet and praise God, realizing that our confidence is in his kindness, love, and 
faithfulness (57:10).  In times of great suffering, don’t turn inward to self-pity or 
otward to revenge, but upward to God.   
 
SCRIPTURE SONG:  In the Shadow of Your Wings 

In the shadow of your wings my voice, with gladness, sing. 
To you alone, Lord, my soul clings, in the shadow of your wings. 

And my lips shall sing your praise while my hands, to you, I raise. 
For your kindness follows me always in the shadow of your wings, 

And I will sing Alleluia, alleluia. 
I’ll sing alleluia in the shadow of your wings. 

Alleluia, alleluia.  I’ll sing alleluia in the shadow of your wings. 
In the shadow of your wings my voice, with gladness, sing. 

To you alone, Lord, my soul clings, in the shadow of your wings. 
And my lips shall sing your praise while my hands, to you, I raise. 

For your kindness follows me always in the shadow of your wings, 
In the shadow of your wings. 

 
The image of shelter and protection “under God’s wings” is found in several psalms 
57, 63 and 91 to name a few.  God is a refuge, a shelter when we are afraid.  The 
psalmist’s faith in God as Protector carries him through all the dangers and fears of 
life.  We should picture ourselves trading all our fears for faith in God, no matter 
what kind of fear it may be.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON  
Text:  Psalm 57—Why Am I Here?  God has crafted a purpose into our lives.  
 
Some comments:   
In one sense, you are always living in God's purpose. God is God and He works all 
things, including your life, according to his purposes. Nothing can happen without 
God ordaining it. 
 
Psalm 57:2 says, "I cry out to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for 
me." This is key in understanding God's purpose for your life. God has numbered 
your days and will fulfill every purpose He has for you. 
 
Here are some signs you don’t have much purpose in your life.   
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· YOU'RE BLATANTLY LIVING IN SIN. 
· YOU LACK JOY AND EXCITEMENT. 
· YOU DON'T FEEL MUCH FULFILLMENT IN LIFE. 
· YOU WORK SO THAT YOU DON'T HAVE TO WORK. 
· YOU FEEL STUCK. 
· YOU HAVE NO DIRECTION. 

 
Here are ways to discover God’s purpose for your life.    
 

· GO TO GOD IN PRAYER. 
Ask God to give you wisdom and direction. James 1:5 "If any of you lacks 
wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and 
it will be given him." 

 
· DIG INTO GOD'S WORD. 

The primary way God speaks to us is through scripture. You will begin to 
understand the heart of God.  Psalm 119:105 "Your word is a lamp to my 
feet and a light to my path." God's word brings light to paths that otherwise 
seem dark. In. 

 
· DETERMINE YOUR GIFTS AND STRENGTHS. 

God's purpose for you probably involves the things you're already good at. 
 

· DETERMINE YOUR PASSIONS. 
What is one thing you're particularly passionate about? Determining your 
passions often helps you figure out what God has called you to do. God 
works at the intersection of our gifts and our passions. 

 
· BRING OTHERS INTO YOUR LIFE. 

Proverbs 11:14 "Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an 
abundance of counselors there is safety." One of the main ways God will 
help you find your purpose is through others---people you trust---people 
who have your back and want the best for you. 

· TAKE A SOLITUDE RETREAT. 
Sometimes it can be incredibly helpful to get away from it all and take some 
unhurried time to think, pray and journal.  Hebrews 11:6 is a reminder that 
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God always rewards those who seek him. He's not hiding in the dark, trying 
to keep his will hidden from you. He wants to guide you. 

 
· IN THE END, TRUST GOD 

You can trust God to lead you where he wants you to go. As Psalm 23:2-3 
says, "He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in 
paths of righteousness for his name's sake."  You may feel confused, but 
God doesn't. 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE: Again the pattern of Psalm 57, David asks for mercy, he 
describes his “present condition”, he returns to praise and exultation, giving God 
the glory due his name.  From Psalm 57--I will sing and make music; be exalted, O 
God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.  We end with this song 
of “glory”.   
 

Glory to God:     
Verse 1 

Before the world was made, before You spoke it to be 
You were the King of Kings, yes You were, yes You were 

And now You’re reigning still, enthroned above all things 
Angels and saints cry out, we join them as we sing 

Chorus 
Glory to God, glory to God, Glory to God, forever (x 2) 

Verse 2 
Creator God You gave me breath so I could praise 

Your great and matchless name, all my days, all my days 
So let my whole life be a blazing offering 

A life that shouts and sings the greatness of the King 
Bridge 

Take my life and let it be 
All for You and for Your glory 

Take my life and let it be Yours  
We sing… (back to Chorus) 

 
Let’s join together for ON-LINE WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT 9:30AM 


