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WORSHIP NOTES 
SUNDAY May 31, 2020 

 
PRE-SERVICE LIVE-STREAM COUNTDOWN MUSIC  

I Danced in the Morning…Blessed are the people who know the 
passwords of praise, who shout on parade in the bright presence of God.  

Delighted, they dance all day long; they know who you are, what you do—
they can’t keep it quiet! (after Psalm 89-verse 15-16 MSG) 

 
This joyful “countdown” music accompanies the hymn “I Danced in the 
Morning” which essentially tells the life of Jesus Christ.  This choice is inspired 
from THE MESSAGE translation of one of today’s scriptures Psalm 89: 15,16.  
These verses are colorfully translated differently in the various versions of 
scripture.  The New Living Translation says:  Blessed are those who hear the 
joyful blast of the trumpet, for they shall walk in the light of your presence.  
They rejoice all day long in your wonderful reputation and in your perfect 
righteousness.  The New King James says:  Blessed are the people who know 
the joyful sound!  They walk, O Lord, in the light of our countenance.  In 
your name they rejoice all day long and in your righteousness they are 
exalted. 
 
Together they seem to say:  hearing and knowing the Lord’s voice bring us 
the delight of being present in his justice, righteousness, mercy and truth.  
And, despite any of our inhibitions, we may even DANCE ALL DAY LONG!   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
Psalm 89 (inspired by verses 1-4, 15-18)  

Holy God, your faithful love toward us never ends! 
It is as sure and dependable as the sky over our heads. 

We praise You! 
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We’ve gathered together in this place to offer you our worship 
and our thanksgiving; 

to declare to any who will listen that You are our God, and we are 
Your people. 

 
May Your Spirit be at work among us as we worship, 

opening our eyes to the light of Your presence wherever we find 
ourselves. 

 
To You alone, Faithful Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

be all glory and honor,now and forever. 
  
This Psalm was written to describe the glorious reign of King David.  God 
had promised to make David the mightiest king on earth and to keep his 
descendants on the throne forever.  As Jerusalem was destroyed and kings 
no longer reign there, these verses look forward prophetically to the future 
reign of Jesus Christ, David’s descendant.  In the courts of heaven, a myriad 
of angels praise the Lord.  This scene is one of majesty and grandeur to 
show that God is beyond compare.  His power and purity place him high 
above nature and angels.  We are reminded when we are filled with God’s 
Spirit, his power flows through us and we can accomplish things for him 
beyone our expectations which is certainly appropriate on today which is 
Pentecost Sunday!    
 
SCRIPTURE SONG: I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord (Ps 89: 1) 
 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, 
I will sing, I will sing, 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord. 
With my mouth will I make known 
Thy faithfulness, Thy faithfulness, 
With my mouth will I make known 
Thy faithfulness to all generations, 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord. 
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This psalm begins with a declaration of praise focused on the mercies of 
Yahweh. The great lovingkindness of God lasts forever, so the praise of Him 
should also be sung forever.  The psalmist begins in praise, singing of God’s 
mercies. “We have not one, but many mercies to rejoice in, and therefore 
can multiply the expressions of our thankfulness.” 
 
There are moments of trouble in this psalm, we think when we are in trouble 
we get ease by complaining; but we do more, we get joy, by praising. We 
should try to turn our complaints into thanksgiving.  
 
The song continues “will I make known Your faithfulness”.  This writer not 
only experienced the mercies and faithfulness of God; he also wanted to 
make them known to others. This was so they might also experience God’s 
faithfulness and mercy. More importantly he wanted to spread the glory and 
fame of God as broadly as possible.  Mercy shall be built up forever; Your 
faithfulness You shall establish: Ethan said this to declare the goodness of 
God. He noted the permanent, enduring character of God’s mercy and 
faithfulness, and how God had established these things. 
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON 
Text:  Psalm 88 and 89.  Will Life Improve?  God’s promises are sure. 
 
Psalm 88 is a poignant lament of unrelenting darkness.  It is the only lament 
psalms that does not include a statement of hope or a vow to praise.  Yet 
even in this persistent darkness the psalmist confesses that God is the “God 
of my salvation” (V1).  The psalmist describes not only weakness (v 4,15) 
and loneliness (v 7, 18) but also a sense of separation from or abandonment 
by God (v 5, 14).  The Hebrew text of the last verse trails off with a sense 
of halting incompleteness or gasping exhaustion.  This psalm also appeals to 
God’s commitment, truthfulness, and faithfulness (v 11,12) echoing Ps 33,85 
and 86.   
 
A prayer:  God of honesty and hope, you know our moments of pain and 
despair.  Redeem the time, O Lord; fill endless days with purpose and 
sleepless nights with peace, until the groaning in our hearts becomes an 
offering of praise too deep for words, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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Psalm 89’s opening verses offer praise fo God’s covenantal faithfulness, after 
which the psalm pivots dramatically into a sustained lament about the 
demise of the monarchy and an experience of God’s abandonment.   
 
A prayer:  Faithful God, you are the same yesterday, today and forever.  Your 
Word remains true, your love remains constant; your plan and purpose stand 
unaltered.  Remember us in our present distress.  By the power of your Holy 
Spirit make us ready and willing to live this day for you.  We pray this through 
the power of Jesus’ name.  Amen.   
 
SONG OF RESPONSE: Blessed Be Your Name – Zack Sempsrott 

Verse 1 
Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful 

Where Your streams of abundance flow Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be Your name when I’m found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness Blessed be Your name 
 

Pre-Chorus 
Every blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise 

And when the darkness closes in, Lord still I will say 
 

Chorus 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious name  
(2nd time to Bridge) 

 
Verse 2 

Blessed be Your name when the sun’s shining down on me 
When the world’s “all as it should be” blessed be Your name 

And blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering 
Though there’s pain in the offering blessed be Your name 

 
(Pre-Chorus, Chorus) 

 
Bridge 

You give and take away, You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say, Lord, blessed be Your name  

(Repeat Bridge, back to Chorus) 
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The contrast between the two psalms is noteworthy.  In Psalm 88, what do 
you say to God when you are so weighted down with emotional pain that 
you stand on the brink of insanity?  This psalm of Heman suggests that the 
best approach may be raw honesty.  But there is no resolution at the end of 
his prayer.  It starts with a cry and finishes with darkness.  In Psalm 89, the 
writer begins with the steadfast love of the Lord, forever and that he will 
(with my mouth) make known your faithfulness to all generations.  He writes 
of God’s promise to preserve David’s descendants and points to Jesus Christ 
as the fulfillment of God’s promise.  We know the love and kindness promised 
to David is ours in Jesus Christ.  Our closing song points to contrasting times, 
and that whether “in the land that’s plentiful where streams of abundance 
flow and the world’s all that it should be” or “in the desert place walking in 
the wilderness where the road is marked with suffering and there’s pain in 
the offering” we should be crying out, witnessing to others:  “Blessed Be 
Your Name”.    
 
POST SERVICE MUSIC ---Great is Thy Faithfulness--- Rodney Barbour  
Here’s a prayer:  In my pit of disabling despair, in my moment of dreadful 
doubt, when hope has departed and deliverance is delayed, then your Spirit 
whispers to my soul, reminding me of who you really are.  Though I may not 
feel it now, strill I believe that your steadfast love never ceases.  You will 
never forget me.  You will never forsake me.  Nothing in all creation can 
separate me from your eternal love.  Even in my dark vally of death, you are 
always there.  Praise be to you, O God with us, Immanuel!   
  

Let us be together in ON-LINE WORSHIP this Sunday at 9:30am  


