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WORSHIP NOTES 
SUNDAY June 14, 2020   

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC      This is My Father’s World     Rodney Barbour 
 

(text for meditation while organ plays) 
1 This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears 

all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought 

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas– 
his hand the wonders wrought. 

 
2 This is our Father's world: O let us not forget 

that though the wrong is great and strong, God is the ruler yet. 
He trusts us with his world, to keep it clean and fair-- 

all earth and trees, all skies and seas, his creatures everywhere. 
 

3 This is my Father's world: he shines in all that's fair; 
in the rustling grass I hear him pass, he speaks to me everywhere. 

This is my Father's world: why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is King, let heaven ring! God reigns; let earth be glad! 

 
“This Is My Father’s World” reminds us not only of the beauty of creation, but of 
the way it tethers us to the more enduring beauty of the gospel and to the goodness 
of our Father. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   Verses from Psalm 107:31-43 

So lift your hands and give thanks to God for his marvelous kindness and for his 
miracles of mercy for those he loves! 

Let’s exalt him on high and lift up our praises in public; 
let all the people and the leaders of the nation know 

how great and wonderful is Yahweh, our God! 
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Whenever he chooses he can dry up a river 
and turn the land into a desert. 

Or he can take a fruitful land and make it into a saltwater swamp, 
all because of the wickedness of those who dwell there. 

 
But he also can turn a barren wilderness into an oasis with water! 

He can make springs flow into desert lands 
and turn them into fertile valleys so that cities spring up, 

and he gives it all to those who are hungry. 
 

They can plant their fields and vineyards there 
and reap a bumper crop and gather a fruitful harvest. 

God will bless them and cause them to multiply and prosper. 
 

But others will become poor, 
humbled because of their oppression, tyranny, and sorrows. 

For God pours contempt upon their arrogant abuse of power, 
heaping scorn upon their princes, 

and makes them wander among ruins. 
 

But he raises up the poor and lowly with his favor, 
giving them a safe place to live where no one can touch them. 

God will grant them a large family and bless them! 
The lovers of God will rejoice when they see this. 

Good men are glad when the evil ones are silenced. 
Be truly wise, you’ll learn from what you’ve been told. 

It’s time for you to consider these profound lessons 
of God’s great love and mercy! 

 
You will want to read the entire Psalm from your Bible.  It’s a psalm of 
thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness, deliverance, and covenant love in response to 
human repentance, turning away from sin and toward God.  This is celebrated 
through a repeated pattern of describing various groups of people who had 
experienced calamity, turned toward God, and experienced deliverance (they 
sowed fields, planted vineyards and got a fruitful yield).  The psalm concludes 
with a general hymn of praise to God and a proverb-like refrain that calls on the 
wise to “take this to heart.”   
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SONG OF PRAISE---God of Wonders 

Verse 1 
Lord of all creation, Of water earth and sky 

The heavens are Your tabernacle, Glory to the Lord on High 
Chorus 1 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, You are Holy, Holy 
The universe declares Your majesty, You are Holy, Holy 

Lord of Heaven and earth, Lord of Heaven and earth 
Verse 2 

Early in the morning, I will celebrate the light 
And when I stumble in the darkness, I will call Your name by night 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, You are Holy, Holy 
The universe declares Your majesty, You are Holy, Holy 

Lord of Heaven and earth, Lord of Heaven and earth 
Bridge 

Hallelujah to the Lord of Heaven and earth (x 3) 
Chorus 2 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy, You are Holy, Holy 
Precious Lord, reveal your Heart to me, Father Holy, You are Holy 

The universe declares Your majesty, You are Holy, Holy 
Holy, Holy. 

 
Read Psalm 19.  Don Wrytzen in his book “A Musician looks at the Psalms” has these 
words:  It tells us how God reveals himself to us in both sky and 
scripture.  God’s power and divine nature can be seen clearly in what 
he has made.  Because God wants to be close to us, he bridged the 
distance between us with His Word, making possible an intimate 
relationship.  His Word is perfect, restorative, and trustworthy.  It 
brings wisdom, joy, radiance and light.  His ordinances are pure, 
eternal, sure and righteous.  They are more precious than gold and 
sweeter than honey.  Living on the basis of the Law has its own great 
reward.   

 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON  
Stories that Jesus Told 
The Sower and the Seed 
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Matthew 13: 1-13 
 
(A sermon prayer:  Lord Jesus: I praise and thank you for choosing to plant your 
Word in my life.  I yearn to be fertile ground for your truth.  I long to bear good 
fruit for you.  Remove the rocks, chase away the birds and rebuke the evil one 
who would hinder my growth.  Lord, in your mercy hear my prayer.  May I listen 
and understand and live according to your Word today, and in so doing bring a 
bountiful harvest to you, the Wise and Eternal Gardener.)    
 
SONG OF RESPONSE:  The Seed Song  

Chorus 
One must water one must weed, One must sow the precious seed 

We'll work in unity, To tender the garden of love 
Verse 

You take a little seed and put it in the ground 
Spread a little love and cheer around 

Plant a little kindness from above, and you'll have a garden of love 
Verse 

Till the garden through and through, As Jesus Christ directs you to 
Pour forgiveness all around, And you'll have a fruitful ground 

 
The farmer sowed good seed, but not all the seed sprouted; even the plants that 
grew had varying yields.  Belief cannot be forced to follow a mathematical 
formula (i.e. a 4:1 ratio of seeds planted to seeds sprouted).  Rather, it is a miracle 
of God’s Holy Spirit using your words to produce faith in Christ!   
 
POST SERVICE MUSIC   For the Beauty of the Earth   

Verse 1: 
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 

 
Psalm 8:1 O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth, who have displayed Your 

splendor above the heavens! 
 

for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies. 

 
Psalm 33:5 He loves righteousness and justice; The earth is full of the lovingkindness of the 

Lord. 
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Psalm 32:10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but he who trusts in the Lord, lovingkindness 
shall surround him. 

 
Refrain: 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 
this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, 
the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 

Psalm 147:7  Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; Sing praises to our God on the lyre. 
 


