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WORSHIP NOTES 
SUNDAY August 9,  2020   

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

(played on the Hammond B3 Gospel Organ donated by David and Marlene Howard) 
 

I am weak, but thou art strong; 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I’ll be satisfied as long 
as I walk, let me walk close to thee. 

 
[Refrain:] 

Just a closer walk with thee, 
grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
daily walking close to thee: 
let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 
Through this world of toil and snares, 

if I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? 

None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. (Refrain) 
 

When my feeble life is o’er, 
time for me will be no more; 
guide me gently, safely o’er 

to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore. (Refrain) 
 
Today’s parable from Matthew 21 reminds us that the vineyard is NOT ours, 
it is a gift from God and we are working it for him!  These scriptures from 
Colossians help us to put our eyes on Christ and what is to come rather than 
on earthly temporal treasures and we walk closely with him.  
 
Colossians 2:1-23 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you 
and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, that 
their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the 
riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's 
mystery, which is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible 
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arguments. For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, 
rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ.  
 
Colossians 3:1-25  If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore 
what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. ... 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP      Psalm 50:1-6    
 
Leader:  The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth 
from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
People:  Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
Leader:  Our God comes; he does not keep silence; before him is a 
devouring fire, around him a mighty tempest. 
People:  He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may 
judge his people: 
Leader:  “Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with me by 
sacrifice!” 
People:  The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is 
judge!  
 
Like in todays’s scripture, Psalm 50 begins as though God is finally ready to 
judge the evil people on earth.  But surprisingly, God’s great fury is leveled 
against his own people (or at least those who claim to be his).  God’s 
judgment must begin with his own people (I Peter 4:17).  God judges people 
for treating him lightly.  First he speaks to the superficially religious people 
who bring their sacrifices but are onloy going through the motions.  They do 
not honor God with true praise and thankfulness. Second, he chides evil, 
hard-hearted people for their religious words coming from lying mouths and 
immoral lives.  To the superficially relicious he says, “Trust me completely.”  
To the evil people he says, “This is your last chance and then I will punish.”  
Some can recite God’s laws, but are filled with deceit and evil.  They claim 
his promises, but refuse to obey his laws.  This is sin, and God will judge 
people for it.  We too are hypocrites when we do not live what we believe.   
 
SONG OF PRAISE---Great Are You Lord 
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Verse 1 

You give life, you are love, you bring light to the darkness. 
You give hope, you restore every heart that is broken. 

Great are you, Lord. 
 

Chorus 
It's your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise. 
It's your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise to you only. 
 

Bridge 
All the earth will shout your praise. 

Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing. 
Great are you, Lord. 

 
The Worship Band plays this spiritual song:  Great Are You Lord. 
Sometimes it is good to check the message of our songs and what they are 
communicating.   
 
1. What message does the song communicate? 
There is plenty to be excited about in this song.  It describes God’s actions 
to which we as Christians collectively respond in worship.  These actions 
include: 
 

· Giver of life 
· Epitomy of love 
· Drives out darkness 
· Gives hope 
· Restores broken relationship with Himself 
· Sent Holy Spirit to live inside us 
· It is not just us, but all of creation worships God. 

 
2. All lines of this songs are in agreement with God’s Word.  Here are 
scriptures line by line.  Don’t become overwhelmed, look up a few of these 
to get the message of the song.  If you are enjoying your experience, take 
time to look up even more scriptures.   
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Line 1a: He is the author of  life (Genesis 1:12, Genesis 1:21, Genesis 1:24-
25, Genesis 1:31, Genesis 02:07, Genesis 09:09, Genesis 09:10, Ruth 4:13, 
1 Samuel 02:21, Job 1:21, Job 33:04, Psalm 016:11, Psalm 071:06, 
Proverbs 22:02, Jeremiah 23:24, and John 10:10). 
 
Line 1b: As quoted in 1 John 4:8. 
 
Line 2: Light conquers darkness (Psalm 107:10-16, Luke 1:79, John 1:1-13, 
John 12:46, Ephesians 5:8, Colossians 1:13, and 1 Peter 2:9). 
 
Line 3a: Examples of this include Jeremiah 29:11, Psalm 33:20, Psalm 39:7, 
Psalm 62:5, Isaiah 40:31, Isaiah 41:10, Matthew 11:28-30, Romans 5:1-8, 
Romans 8:24-39, Romans 15:13, 1 Corinthians 15:54-58, and 1 Peter 1:3-6. 
 
Line 3b and 4: Though our hearts are deceitful and desparately wicked 
(Jeremiah 17:9) on a crash course toward eternal separation (Romans 6:23), 
Christ came to rescue us from that fate (Isaiah 53:1-12, Matthew 20:28, Mark 
10:45, John 1:29, John 3:16, John 19:30, Acts 4:12, Acts 20:28, Romans 
5:6-10, Romans 6:23, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 1 Corinthians 6:20, 2 Corinthians 
5:21, Galatians 1:3-4, Galatians 3:13, Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:14, 1 
Timothy 2:6, Titus 2:14, Hebrews 9:12, Hebrews 9:15, Hebrews 9:22, 
Hebrews 9:26, 1 Peter 1:17-21, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 Peter 1:18-19, 1 John 1:7, 1 
John 2:1-2, and Revelation 5:9). 
 
Line 5: Amen! 
 
[Chorus] 
 
Line 1: That is, the Holy Spirit lives inside our hearts (Acts 6:5, Romans 8:9-
11, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 1 Corinthians 6:16-19, Galatians 4:6, Ephesians 5:18, 
and 2 Timothy 1:14).  Also, God breathed into Adam, who became a living 
soul (Genesis 2:7), giving further credence to Verse 1, line 1a. 
 
Line 2 and 3: To whom do we praise?  At this point, it seems obvious that 
God is the recipient.  Line 5 makes this abundantly clear. 
 
Praise and worship is an appropriate response to God’s wonderous, life-
giving works in our lives. 
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Line 4: Repeats line 1. 
 
Line 5: Repeats line 2, adding a qualifier to indicate God as the sole 
recipient of such adoration, worthy of our affection (1 Chronicles 16:25, 2 
Samuel 22:4, Psalm 96:4-5, Psalm 145:3, and Revelation 4:11). 
 
[Bridge] 
 
Lines 1-3: That is, all creation will praise God (Psalm 19:1-4, Psalm 66:4, 
Psalm 148:1-12, Psalm 150:6, Isaiah 55:12, Luke 19:40, and Revelation 
5:13). 
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                      
Matthew 21: 33-46   
In trying to reach us with his love, God finally sent his own Son.  His perfect 
life, his words of truth, and his sacrifice of love are meant to cause us to listen 
and to follow Christ as Lord.  In verse 44, Jesus is quoting from several Old 
Testament texts:  Isaiah 8:14, 15; Isaiah 28:16; Daniel 2:34,44,45.  He uses 
this metaphor to show that one stone can affect people different ways, 
depending on how they relate to it.  Ideally they will build on it; many, 
however, will trip over it.  And at the Last Judgment it will crush God’s 
enemies.  Christ, the “building block” will in the end become the “crushing 
stone.”  He is offering mercy and forgiveness NOW and promising judgment 
LATER.   
 
SONG OF RESPONSE Jesus Is My Lord My Master and Savior 

 
Jesus Is My Lord My Master and Savior, 
Jesus Is My Lord My Master and Savior, 
Jesus Is My Lord My Master and Savior, 

Now and forevermore, Hallelujah, now and forevermore. 
 

Jesus is the One who delivers me daily, 
Jesus is the One who delivers me daily, 

 
Jesus is the One who delivers me daily, 

From my sin and shame, Hallelujah, from my sin and shame. 
Praise you, Jesus, Son of God, 

And the Blood of the Lamb; 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 
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God of Abraham, Hallelujah, God of Abraham. 
 
Here’s is a related comment from Paul in Philippians 3:15-21 which can 
remind us of today’s parable:   All of us, then, who are mature should take 
such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God 
will make clear to you.  Only let us live up to what we have already attained.  
Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you 
have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. For, as I 
have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live 
as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is 
their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly 
things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will 
be like his glorious body. 
 
Our Spiritual Song reminds us Jesus is Lord Master and Savior, he delivers 
us daily from our sin and shame, and we praise him.   
 
CLOSING MUSIC Christ is Made the Sure Foundation  
 
Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and cornerstone, chosen of the 
Lord and precious, binding all the church in one; holy Zion's help forever, and her 
confidence alone. Here vouchsafe to all thy servants what they ask of thee to gain, 
what they gain from thee forever with the blessed to retain, and hereafter in thy 
glory evermore with thee to reign. 
 
In Matthew 21: 44 Jesus refers to himself as the stone (rock).  This hymn 
speaks of “the Church,” which is built (on the Cornerstone of Jesus Christ) 
of flesh and bone.  The church—you and I—the people of God. The first 
verse of this hymn talks about Christ as the foundation and the cornerstone 
of the church.  This is language from the New Testament (Eph. 2:19-20; 1 
Peter 2:5).  Christ is the foundation and cornerstone of the church.  Christ is 
the foundation and cornerstone of our lives.  In the last verse, the hymn 
reminds us that we will live with God forevermore. 
 
See you this Sunday, On-Site or On-Line at Worship! 


