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WORSHIP NOTES  
SUNDAY August 16,  2020  9:30am  

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC    Gather Us In   

Here in this place—new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of 

the day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

Call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
Read Psalm 106:47—Save us, O Lord Our God, and gather us from 
among the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name and 
glory in your praise.  In today’s scripture from Luke 14 (The Parable of 
the Great Banquet), when the invited guests decline the invitation, the 
host gets angry and commands his servants to go into the streets and 
gather the poor, crippled, blind and lame to the feast.  This gathering 
song is a prayer for God to gather us into community for worship. The 
first two stanzas ask God to help us overcome those things that 
separate us (from God and from each other): our age, our health, our 
pride or fear or pasts. The third describes the sacramental activity in 
worship by which God helps us to fashion holy lives and true hearts. In 
the fourth stanza we plead to be gathered as God’s own – not into a 
place, but into a people, animated by God’s Spirit. Because God is 
never explicitly named in the song, speak a fitting prayer before or after 
singing it, identifying who it is that gathers us in, and who lives as the 
“fire of love in our flesh and our bone.” 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                  
Leader:   That we are here today is no accident. 
People:   Christ himself has called us together. 
Leader:   The invitation stretches far and wide: 
People:  from wilderness and wandering, from loneliness and  
  longing, all have a place at the table. 
Leader:   The feast is ready and waiting: 
People:   there is more than enough truth to go around, joy is ours  
  for the taking, and peace is poured out in abundance. 
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Leader:   Our every need has been anticipated. 
People:   Taste and see that God is good. 
 
These thoughts are from: “Sacred Space-your daily prayer online”:   
How would you feel if you were invited to a dinner at which Jesus was 
going to be present? Would you care if you knew none of the other 
guests? Would you, instead, feel a common bond with all who were 
invited with you, each rejoicing at the other’s inclusion in the feast?  
Lord, let us hear you calling us, gently but insistently, out of our 
comfort zone. (Pause for personal reflection and prayer).  The shared 
table is often present in the Gospel, one of the preferred images of the 
Kingdom itself. God, the King, prepares a big banquet with great care. 
All are invited to this celebration where they can enjoy the King’s 
generosity. This is the Good News proclaimed by Jesus, and this is 
shown by his closeness to sinners and to all those in need, and whose 
table he often shared. At the end of his life, he left us the Holy 
Communion meal, as his own memorial.  Yet many did not accept the 
invitation, even those who had been invited in advance. Many, even 
ourselves, find it difficult to accept the invitation to believe that God is 
so generous, we prefer not to get too close. The excuses are 
honourable ones, yet there is an urgency to God’s call: the Kingdom is 
here and we cannot postpone our response any longer. We look at any 
excuses we may be bringing to postpone accepting God’s invitation, 
and ask for the grace of a generous and trusting heart. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  This is My Father’s World/He’s Got the Whole World 
This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought of rocks and trees, of skies and seas 
his hand the wonders wrought…. He's got the whole world in his hands, he's got the whole 
wide world in his hands.  He's got the whole wide world in his hands, he's got the whole 
world in his hands.  This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears all nature sings, 
and round me rings the music of the spheres.   
 
We praise God for his mighty acts of creation.  Use your bible and check out 
these references:   

· Psalm 33:5   
· Psalm 8 

· Psalm 24:1,2 
· Psalm 145:1-13 

· Isaiah 45:18 
· Genesis 1:1-19 
· Psalm 19:1-6  
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We praise God that his plan is to bring us into the fullness of creation through his 
Son Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 1:10…as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                     Shawn Barkley, Pastor 
Luke 14: 16-24 
Stories that Jesus Told:           The Good Banquet 
 
These thoughts for reflection and prayer from “Sacred space-daily 
prayer on line”:   The invitation from Jesus to the banquet is for now. 
The time and place we meet Jesus and the mystery of God is now. Only 
the present is alive; the past is gone and the future yet to come. Prayer 
of any sort is entering into the ‘now' of God. God is the God of the 
present tense. The present moment is a sacrament of God's presence 
among us. Every breath we breathe is the gift of life and of love from 
God to us, in time of prayer and all day.  God's invitation is from the 
heart. God's love, like a generous banquet, is for all. The story presents 
God as being disappointed and even angry that we do not respond. 
Whatever anger God has does not last; the empty chairs at the banquet 
are to be filled by people who might not expect an invitation. All are 
invited to prayer, to love and to worship.  It is easy to become familiar 
with comforts, to lose the savour of good things.  We pray that we might 
have the generosity of the host who threw the banquet open. We think 
of how we embody the welcome and freedom that offers the goodness 
of God to all.  Like the people invited to feast, we often resist God’s 
invitation, we take time now just to be present with God who loves my 
company. 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE               Offering  
 

Verse 1 
Magnificent Holy Father, I stand in awe of all I see 

Of all the things You have created but still You choose to think of me 
Verse 2 

Who am I that you should suffer, your very life to set me free 
The only thing I can give you, is the life you gave to me 

Chorus 
This is my offering, dear Lord, this is my offering to you, God 

And I will give you my life, for It’s all I have to give 
Because you gave your life for me 
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Verse 3 
I stand before You at this altar, so many have given you more 
I may not have much I can offer, yet what I have is truly yours. 

Chorus 
This is my offering, dear Lord, this is my offering to you, God 

And I will give you my life, for It’s all I have to give 
Because you gave your life for me 

 
The opening words of this psalm take us to Psalm 139 (take time to 
read), a psalm about the limitless capacity for God to know us and to 
be present throughout all creation.  This psalm includes a poignant 
testimony about God’s mysterious and majestic role in human 
conception and birth.  The God who creates us, who examines and 
tests us, also invites us into the fullness of his creation through his 
Son Jesus Christ.  It’s up to us to accept his invitation and join him at 
the feast.  

 
CLOSING MUSIC        Praise to the Lord, the Almighty      
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; now to his temple draw near, 
join me in glad adoration. 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen sound from his people again; 
gladly forever adore him. 

 
Read Psalm 67:3-Let the people praise Thee, O God; let all the people 
praise Thee.  Time spent in sincere praise offered to God, will result in 
an inclination to notice and praise goodness in others are well.  We 
leave worship, going into the world to serve each other and build 
each other up in and for the Kingdom!  Have a good week!   
 

See you in Worship both On-Site and On-Line 
this Sunday! 

 


