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WORSHIP NOTES 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6,  2020  9:30am  

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC     Amazing Grace   

Amazing grace, How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I am found, was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 
In today’s Acts 9 story, as part of his conversion and call Saul is blinded.  
God had a purpose in the blinding of his creature. He had a destiny for this 
man that was so large that it would take his help to accomplish it.  In Saul's 
humbled and weakened state he could only obey and find that the Lord 
worked on the other side of the equation, preparing faith in one of his 
servants to bring healing, salvation, and fullness to this avowed hater of the 
church.  Unless we strive to keep our eyes on Jesus Christ, we too can be 
blinded to life unfolding right before us.  We must be grateful for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit who sees and interprets our life experiences and matches 
them to God’s will for us in our lives.   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP        
Leader:  In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
People:  Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Leader:  Over powers and principalities, over rulers and all who guide, 
govern, and shape the ways of humankind, 
People:  Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Leader:  Of the poor, of the broken and grieving, of the sinned against and 
the sinner, 
People:  Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Leader:  In the Church and beyond the Church, in our homes and 
communities and workplaces and in the quiet of our hearts, 
People:  Jesus Christ is Lord.  So let us offer to God our worship this 
day. 
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Reflection:  Saul’s conversion tells us much about your power to change 
lives.  You turned his missions of death into an encounter with your 
resurrection.  You blinded his physical sight so that you could open his 
spiritual eyes.  You transformed this enemy of your church into a father of 
the faith.  You could have destroyed him, but instead you chose to employ 
him.  We praise you, Lord, for the saving power of your love.   
 
Song:  Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness 
shining; Jesus, light of the the world, shine upon us; set us free by the truth 
you now bring us.  Shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Prayer:  I may not have had the radical face-to-face encounter with you the 
Saul experienced on the Damascus road, but I have encountered your truth, 
your love, your forgiveness and your free gift of salvation.  Just as your 
transformed Saul into your instrument, so too make me your instrument, 
perfectly tuned to your voice and resonant with your message.  AMEN!  
 
SONG OF PRAISE       O Come to the Altar       

Verse 1 
Are you hurting and broken within?  

Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin? 
Jesus is calling. 

Have you come to the end of yourself? 
do you thirst for a drink from the well? 

Jesus is calling. 
Chorus 1 

O come to, the altar, the Father's arms are open wide, 
forgiveness, was bought with, the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 2 
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes, 

come today there’s no reason to wait, 
Jesus is calling. 

Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy, 
from the ashes a new life is born, 

Jesus is calling. 
Bridge 

Oh what a Saviour, isn't He wonderful, sing hallelujah Christ is risen, 
bow down before Him, for He is Lord of all,  

sing hallelujah Christ is risen. 
Outro 
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Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 
Tell the world of the treasure you found 

 
1 Peter 5:1-11  So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is 
going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not 
for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, 
but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are younger, be 
subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 
time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares 
for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in 
your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced 
by your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                        
Read Acts 9:1-19. 
 
God is described in Scripture as being fond of using unlikely sources or 
people to accomplish his purposes. The selection of the people that he uses 
to bring about his kingdom is foreign to us as human beings. Who would 
have thought the tiny family of Abram would become the foundation of a 
mighty nation? Who could have guessed that the twelve rough-edged men 
would make disciples? When God does finally look to the trained religious 
leaders in the first century, he chooses Saul, later known as Paul. While Saul 
had the credentials and training for being a spiritual leader in the fledgling 
church, he obviously lacked the desire! He was the least likely of the rabbis 
to be chosen to lead and formulate early Christian theology. But that seems 
to be the mode in which God operates, choosing unlikely sources to 
accomplish monumental purposes. 
 
God's activity is always purposeful. Saul's conversion was not something that 
was done to become a novelty among residents of the area of Damascus. 
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God had a purpose for Saul; he was a man of destiny. It would have been 
hard to see it immediately but Saul was going to fulfill that destiny. A blinded 
enemy that was murdering saints, to see such a sight may have made some 
think justice had been served. But God had a purpose in the blinding of his 
creature. He had a destiny for this man that was so large that it would take 
his help to accomplish it.  In Saul's humbled and weakened state he could 
only obey and find that the Lord worked on the other side of the equation, 
preparing faith in one of his servants to bring healing, salvation, and fullness 
to this avowed hater of the church. Saul's own life would demonstrate not 
only leadership in the church, but also suffering for her under the hand of 
others like himself. He ultimately would give his life, in a manner like the lives 
he took. God chose Saul for a purpose to serve in leadership and to die in 
courage for a faith he once thought heretical. God works that way, choosing 
unlikely sources—unlikely sources like us.  
 
CLOSING MUSIC              Come, Thou Fount  

Here I raise my Ebenezer, here there by Thy great help I've come. 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God 
He, to rescue me from danger interposed His precious blood 

 
Isaiah 25:1—O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, 
for in perfect faithfulness, you have done marvelous things, things planned 
long ago.  The text of this Closing Music recaps Saul’s journey:  “Jesus 
sought me when a stranger wand’ring from the fold of God; he rescued me 
from danger interposing his precious blood, o to grace how great a debtor 
daily I’m constrained to be, let thy goodness like a fetter bind my wand’ring 
heart to Thee.  Ask you reflect on Paul’s conversion in Acts 9, take time to 
consider your personal calling, thank, praise and worship God for his 
presence in your life.  Raise a personal memorial to God’s faithfulness with 
a prayer or thoughts recorded in your daily journal.   

 
See you in worship this Sunday  

ON-SITE or ON-LINE! 
 


