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WORSHIP NOTES 
SUNDAY October 4,  2020   

 
PREPARATION MUSIC      As the Deer     
As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you.  You alone are my heart’s 
desire and I long to worship you.  You alone are my strength, my shield, to you alone may 
my spirit yield.  You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you. 
 
This quote from Habakkuk 3:19 (he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he 
enables me to tread on the heights)  calls to mind Psalm 42-(As the deep 
pants for water, so I long for you, O God.  I thirst for God, the living God.  
Where can I find him to come and stand before him?)  Today’s teaching 
comes from the minor prophet Habakkuk whose book is one of questions 
and answers.  It is a conversation between Habakkuk and God.  Habakkuk 
asked God two questions and God answered both.  When Habakkuk 
understood God’s plan, he rejoiced in the Lord God.  He praised God for his 
great power and holiness.  As you come to worship seeking God today, 
talking to him, worshipping him, expect to hear God speaking to you, 
answering your questions.  Prepare to move back into the world, and your 
communities REJOICING!   
 
CALL TO WORSHIP       
Leader: But the LORD is in His holy temple; let all the earth be silent before 
Him.  (Habakkuk 2: 20) 
People: Be silent in the presence of the Lord GOD, for the Day of the 
LORD is near. Indeed, the LORD has prepared a sacrifice; He has 
consecrated His guests. (Zephaniah 1:7) 
Leader:  Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the 
vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though 
there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls… 
People:  …yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my 
Savior.  The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the 
feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights.  (Habakkuk 3:17-19) 
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Idols have no life, no personhood, no power; they are empty chunks of wood 
or stone.  Temples built to idols are equally empty, no one lives there.  But 
the Lord is in his Temple.  He is real—alive and powerful.  He is truly and 
fully God.  Idolaters command their idols to save them, but we who worship 
the living God come to him in silent awe, great respect and reverence.  We 
acknowledge that he is in control and knows what he is doing.  Idols remain 
silent, because they cannot answer.  The living God, by contrast, speaks 
through his prophets.  Approach God reverently and wait silently to hear what 
he has to say.   
 
SONG OF PRAISE        Blessed Be Your Name            

Verse 1 
Blessed be your name in the land that is plentiful 

Where your streams of abundance flow blessed be your name 
Blessed be your name when I’m found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness blessed be your name 
Pre-Chorus 

Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise 
And when the darkness closes in, Lord still I will say 

Chorus 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be your glorious name (2nd time to Bridge) 
 

Verse 2 
Blessed be your name when the sun’s shining down on me 

When the world’s “all as it should be” blessed be your name 
And blessed be your name on the road marked with suffering 

Though there’s pain in the offering blessed be your name 
(Pre-Chorus, Chorus) 

Bridge 
You give and take away, You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say, Lord, blessed be your name  
(Repeat Bridge, back to Chorus) 
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Habakkuk praised God for answering his questions in Chapter two.  Evil will 
not triumph forever; God is in control and he can be completely trusted to 
vindicate those who are faithful to him.  We must quietly wait for him to act 
(3:16).  Habakkuk knew that God was going to discipline the people of Judah, 
and that it wasn’t going to be a pleasant experience.  But he accepted God’s 
will, asking for help and mercy.  Habakkuk did not ask to escape the 
discipline, but accepted the truth that Judah needed to learn a lesson.  God 
still disciplines in love, to bring his children back to him.  We must accept his 
discipline gladly, and ask him to help us change today!  In verses 3:3-16 
Habakkuk paints the picture of God delivering his people out of Egypt in the 
dramatic exodus event.  God’s awesome power is not restricted to creating 
scenic wonders; he also uses it to execute righteousness and justice.  It is 
not enough to be awed by God’s power. We need discipline in order to learn 
how to obey and live for him.   
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                           
RETURN:  Habakkuk-Remember and Rejoice 
 
Habakkuk certainly recognizes God’s majesty, yet he feels free nevertheless 
to lay himself and his doubts openly before God.  He does not hold back or 
pretend, nor does he fill his prayers with pretty, empty words meant to charm 
the Lord.  God does not strike down Habakkuk for his boldness.  He also 
does not answer Habakkuk’s questions directly.  In fact, God asserts his 
mysterious sovereignty by showing the prophet even greater sufferings yet 
to come, followed by a later time when the day will come when “the earth will 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord” (2:14).  Habakkuk 
encourages us to be completely honest in our communication with God.  
Honesty and wordiness are not the same thing.  Before an awesome God 
there is also a time for quiet:  “the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth 
be silent before him “(2:20).  Since God is real, unlike the Babylonian idols 
who cannot emerge from the slumber, there is no need to wake Him up with 
noisy worship.  Though there is a time for loud rejoicing before God, (Ne 
12:43) Habakkuk reminds us that there is also a time for worship in 
reverential, humbled, awestruck silence.   
 
SONG OF RESPONSE     At the Cross          Worship Band 

Verse 1 
There’s a place, where mercy reigns, and never dies 

There’s a place, where streams of grace, flow deep and wide 
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Pre-Chorus: 
All the love, I’ve ever found 

Comes like a flood, comes flowing down. 
Chorus 

At the cross, at the cross 
I surrender my life 

I’m in awe of You; I’m in awe of You 
Where Your love ran red, 

and my sins washed white 
I owe all to You, I owe all to You 

Jesus 
Verse 2 

There’s a place, where sin and shame are powerless 
Where my heart, has peace with God, and forgiveness 

Bridge 
Here my hope is found, here on holy ground 

Here I bow down, here I bow down 
Here arms open wide, here You saved my life 

Here I bow down, here I bow down 
 

Few phrases of scripture have had as far-reaching an impact as the Lord’s 
declaration to Habakkuk that “the just shall live by his faith” (Hab 2:4).  Martin 
Luther adopted it as his watchword during the Protestant Reformation of the 
early 1500’s.  In the New Testament, Paul picked up on the idea of the just 
living by faith (Rom 1:17; Gal 3:10-12).  Because of the coming of Christ, he 
was able to deepen the understanding of this phrase.  “Living by faith” does 
not mean outward observance of the Law, and many of the Jewish leaders 
of his day had come to assume.  Rather, it involves a heart commitment to 
the Lord and a recognition that CHRIST ALONE is able to make one 
righteous before God.  This does not take away the need for “faithful,” godly 
living; if anything, it establishes a proper basis for it!  It was this perspective 
of Paul’s that Martin Luther reclaimed for the church in the sixteenth century.  
People had forgotten the place of faith and obedience toward God.  Instead, 
their religion boiled down to empty ritual, legalistic standards, and attempts 
to buy God’ favor and forgiveness with money.  Luther cut through all of that 
with the powerful truth that God announced to Habakkuk; the just shall live 



 

5 

by faith—faith alone!  In our day, the advantage of “living by faith” is that we 
can put into perspective the troubles of the world around us.  Despite 
appearances to the contrary---when evil forces appear to have the upper 
hand, or when economic woes, ill health, or family circumstances appear to 
be doing us in—we can trust that God remains in control and that His 
sovereign purposes are being worked out.  We need not fear that life will 
come undone; indeed, we need not fear death itself.  We know that God has 
said: “The just shall live by faith.”  
 
CLOSING MUSIC He is Exalted    Rodney Barbour 
He is exalted the King is exalted on High, I will praise Him.  He is exalted forever exalted 
and I will praise His name. 
 
As always, we move from our worship together into the world REJOICING 
as Habakkuk says:  (3:18) Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation!  This third chapter of Habakkuk is called a “prayer” (Hab 3:1) 
but it also appears to be a psalm, a musical composition sung to the 
accompaniment of instruments (3:19).  Psalms were often composed for 
special occasions, but it is impossible to say whether Hab. 3 was performed 
publicly as part of Hebrew worship.  Several technical terms appear in this 
piece: 
 

· A Prayer (3:1) Several Psalms include this note in their headings (for 
example Psalms 16, 30, 45).  This may be a term left over from an 
early name of the psalms, “the prayers”.   

 
· Selah (3:3,9,13) is used often in the Psalms, perhaps to indicate a 

musical interlude or transition (see Ps 3:2). 
 

· To the Chief Musician (3:19).  This is a liturgical note that appears in 
the headings of 55 psalms.  It may have indicated a collection of 
musical pieces. 

 
· With my stringed instruments (3:19).  This liturgical note appears in the 

reading of several psalms.  It comes from a root word which means “to 
strike a chord,” and may indicate the manner in which a stringed 
instrument. Notably the kinnor, was used to perform the psalm.   
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This might be a good week for you to write a personal psalm.  Get your paper 
and pencil ready, find a quiet spot, take a deep breath and relax in God’s 
presence.  Here’s an outline to record your notes: 
 

· Recognize God’s goodness 
· Express GRATITUDE in the moment 
· Express Surrender 
· List your Blessings 
· Affirm God’s Goodness. 

 
Once you have these notes, then work with them a bit to write your psalm.  
If you take time to do this and would like, e-mail your psalm to Pastor Shawn 
or Rodney Barbour and we may be able to share with the congregation in 
some fashion.   
 

SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 
(on-site at 9:30am, on-line at 9:30am  

or anytime following) 


