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WORSHIP NOTES 
SUNDAY October 11, 2020  

 
PREPARATION MUSIC    Come Thou Long Expected Jesus           
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins 
release us, let us find our rest in thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the 
earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. Born thy people to 
deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom 
bring. By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Today we consider Malachi who is probably the last prophet to speak to Israel in Old 
Testament times (Israel here means all the people of Israel and Judah who returned after 
the Babylonian captivity).  Malachi told of the person who will prepare the way for the 
Messiah.  Four hundred years passed between the time Malachi said a messenger would 
be sent and the arrival of that messenger, John the Baptist.  John had the job of “preparing 
the way” for Jesus by telling people to be sorry for their sins.  Malachi spoke not only of 
Jesus’ first coming, but also of the second time he will come to earth.  Here are some 
important verses: 

· Malachi 3:1 Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  
And the Lord whom you seek, will suddenly come to his temple. 

· Malachi 4:2  The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in his wings.”  

· Malachi 4:5-6 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet…and he will turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers.  

Malachi looks beyond the near horizon of Jewish experience to the future, in which God 
will completely fulfill his prophetic promises.  When God comes he will refine his people 
so that they will bring right offerings.  After God has fully restored his creation, we who 
know him will worship truly, purely and righteously. 

Jesus Christ fulfills God’s promises by fashioning a people who exist for the praise of 
God’s glory (Eph 1:12).  As new covenant people through Christ, we have no higher 
purpose than to worship God with our very best, until that day when we join all creation 
in bowing before the throne of God.   

COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS. Raise us to thy glorious throne!  

 



 

2 

CALL TO WORSHIP            
Leader:  Blessed is the Lord, and blessed are God’s people to whom God 
has sent a savior, the Messiah, who is Christ the Lord. 
People:  Blessed is our God, and blessed are God’s gifts, that grace us 
with forgiveness and every good gift. 
Leader:  Lord, you came to earth to dwell within us. Build your temple within 
our hearts.  
 
God sent the prophet known as Malachi to jolt his people into renewed 
faithfulness in worship.  The Lord reminds them of these gifts:  his love (1 :1-
2), his greatness (1:5,11), his fearsomeness (1:14), his awesomeness (2:5), 
his justice (3:1-5) and sovereign control over the future (3:1-2).  He 
condemns their practice of giving cheap offerings and insists that they stop 
robbing him (3:8-9).  If, by contrast, they worship God faithfully, then he will 
bless them abundantly in the present (3:10) and in the coming day of the 
Lord (4:1-2).   
 
SONG OF PRAISE        Song of Consecration   

Take my life and let it be, consecrated, Lord, to Thee 
Take my moments and my days let them flow in ceaseless praise 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love 
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice and let it sing always, only for my King 
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee 

Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold 
Take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it thine, It shall be no longer mine 
Take my heart, it is thine own, it shall be thy royal throne 
Take my love, my Lord I pour, at thy feet its treasure store 

Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 
 

A prayer:  You, Almighty God, are my source and my hope.  From your 
gracious hand come life and blessings, wealth and honor indeed.  
“Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what come from 
your hand.”  Teach me to be a channel of your provision---to not live in fear 
but in the joy of giving.  Open the windows of heaven.  Turn back the 
devouring powers.  May I be found a truth worthy steward as I worship you 
with my giving.   
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SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                        
RETURN:  Malachi 
 
Malachi reminded the Jews of their willful disobedience beginning with the 
priests (1:1-29), and then including every person (2:10-3:15).  They had 
dishonored God’s name (1:6), offered false worship (1:7-14), led others into 
sin (2:7-9), broken God’s laws (2:11-16), called evil “good” (2:17), kept God’s 
tithes and offerings for themselves (3:8-12) and become arrogant and proud 
(3:13-15).  (sounds like today’s world!).  The relationship was broken, and 
judgment and punishment would be theirs.  In the midst of this wickedness, 
however, there were a faithful few---the remnant—who loved and honored 
God.  God would shower his blessings upon these men and women (3:16-
18).  Woven throughout this litany of unfaithfulness is hope—the possibility 
of forgiveness beautifully expressed in 4:2—but for you who fear my name, 
the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in his wings.  And you will go 
free, leaping with joy like calves let out to pasture.” As you read Malachi, see 
yourself as the recipient of this word of God to his people.  Evaluate the depth 
of your commitment, the sincerity of your worship, and the direction of your 
life.  Then allow God to restore your relationship with him through his love 
and forgiveness.  
 
SONG OF RESPONSE     My Chains are Gone    

Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I'm found was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 
My chains are gone I've been set free.  My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains unending love, amazing grace. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me his word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

 
My chains are gone I've been set free.  My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains unending love, amazing grace. 
My chains are gone I've been set free.  My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains, unending love, amazing grace. 
 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow the sun forbear to shine 
But God, who called me here below will be forever mine 

Will be forever mine.  You are forever mine 
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God’s love for his faithful people is demonstrated by the Messiah’s coming.  
The Messiah will lead the people to the realization of all their fondest 
hopes.  It will be a day of comfort and healing for a faithful few, and a day 
of judgment for those who reject him.  
 
Jesus Christ’s coming the first time refined and purified all those who 
believe in him.  His return will expose and condemn those who are proud, 
insensitive, or unprepared.  Yet God can heal and mend.  Forgiveness is 
available to all who come to him for it.   
 
CLOSING MUSIC            BRIGHTEST AND BEST                   
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness, and lend us 
thine aid; star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer 
is laid.  Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, odours of Edom, and offerings 
divine, gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest, or 
gold from the mine?  Vainly we offer each ample oblation, vainly with gifts would 
his favour secure: richer by far is the heart's adoration, dearer to God are the 
prayers of the poor. 
 
This song, usually heard during the Epiphany season recalls the birth of Christ and the 
journey to seek him and worship him.  It asks “what gifts shall we bring to him”.  It has 
interesting imagery including “odours of Edom” referring to the land of Esau’s 
descendants who gloated over Judah’s downfall.  What began as a rivalry between Jacob 
and Esau ends up as a perpetual feud between two nations.  This made forgiveness and 
reconciliation difficult at best, because bitter memories die hard.  The Edomites were 
seemingly secure in the stony clefts of Petra, but eventually the Lord allowed them to be 
driven out and absorbed by other ethnic groups.  By contrast, the Jews were apparently 
at the end of their time as a nation, but the Lord brought a remnant back to the land.  He 
also brought to pass His promises of a Messiah-despite Herod the Edomite’s attempt to 
thwart his plan.  God proves himself to be the author of justice and mercy, and the Lord 
of history.  This song reminds us God doesn’t want our half-thought praise or gifts, but 
desires our heart’s adoration.   
 

See you in worship this Sunday October 11 
On-Site or On-Line! 


