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WORSHIP NOTES 
SUNDAY October 18,  2020  

 
WORSHIP MUSIC       Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether  
 

Draw us in the Spirit's tether; for when humbly, in thy name, 
two or three are met together, Thou art in the midst of them: 

Alleluya! Alleluya! Touch we now thy garment's hem. 
 

Matthew 18:20  20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am 
I with them.”  Jesus looks ahead to a new day when he will be presetn 
with them not in body, but through his Holy Spirit.  In the body of 
believers (the church), the sincere agreement of two people is more 
powerful than the superficial agreement of thousands, because 
Christ’s Holy Spirit is with them.  Two or more believers, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, will pray according to God’s will, not their own, and thus 
their requests will be granted.   
 
PREPARATION MUSIC         Lord of All Hopefulness   

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares can destroy, 

be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 
Psalm 71:5  For you have been my hope, O Sovereign Lord, my 
confidence since my youth. Psalm 71 reminds us of God’s constant 
help—from childhood to old age.  Our lives are a testimony of what God 
has done for us.  Remembering God’s lifetime of blessing will help us 
see the consistency of his grace throughout the years, and help us 
trust him for the future, and help motivate us to share with others the 
benefits of following God. In helping us constantly, God is the reason 
we succeed at anything in life.  He is worthy of our worship, our praise, 
our thanks.    
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CALL TO WORSHIP            
Leader:  Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
People:  We are called to be the light for the kingdom, to live in the 
freedom of the city of God. 
Leader:  Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
People: We are called to be hope for the hopeless so hatred and 
violence will be no more. 
Leader:  Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of the great day when all will be one! 
People:  God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other as sisters and 
brother united in love. 
 
This call to worship is filled with imperatives:  Live in the light, be the 
light, open your heart, show your mercy, sing a new song.  These 
commands all follow the Minor Prophets instructs regarding worship:  
turn to God in repentance and confession with a genuine desire to live 
rightly with him, offer God a life of mercy (faithfulness within God’s 
covenant, including heartfelt worship and humble obedience), love and 
serve your neighbor.  These are acts of worship which will please God.   
 
SONG OF PRAISE         Wonderful Maker   

 
Let us “line up” this song with scripture: 

 
You spread out the skies over empty space 

Said, “Let there be light” 
To a dark and formless world Your light was born 

 

Paraphrases the first three verses in Scripture: Genesis 1:1-3.  This 
signifies God as the Creator of the universe (Nehemiah 9:6, Psalm 8:3-8, 
Psalm 33:6, Psalm 96:5, Proverbs 3:19, Isaiah 37:16, Isaiah 42:5, Isaiah 
45:18, Isaiah 66:1-2, John 1:1-3, Ephesians 3:9, Colossians 1:16, and 

Revelation 4:11). 

 
You spread out Your arms over empty hearts 

Said, “Let there be light” 
To a dark and hopeless world Your Son was born 
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Jesus is the “light of the world” that shines in the darkness that is our 
hearts (John 1:1-8, John 8:12, and Ephesians 5:14).  This connects with 
the Genesis account in Verse 1 in that, ultimately, God is the source of light 
that drives out darkness (Psalm 107:10-16, Luke 1:79, John 12:46, 
Ephesians 5:8, Colossians 1:13, and 1 Peter 2:9).  It is for this purpose that 
the Word, Jesus, became flesh and lived among us (John 1:1 and John 
1:14). 

You made the world and saw that it was good 

If you read the entire account of Genesis 1:1-31, except for day 2, each day 
ends with God stating ” and God saw that it was good”. 

You sent Your only Son, for You are good 

The composers connect the Genesis 1 account with Christ, stating that 
God is good (Exodus 33:19, Psalm 13:6, Psalm 23:6, Psalm 27:13, Psalm 
31:19, Psalm 34:8, Psalm 84:11, Psalm 100:5, Psalm 107:1, Psalm 118:29, 
Psalm 119:68, Psalm 145:9, Matthew 7:11, Mark 10:18, Luke 11:13, Luke 
18:19, Romans 2:4, Philippians 1:6, James 1:17, and 1 Peter 2:1-3) and 
that sending Christ, implicitly understood as the sacrifice for wretched 
sinners, is something a good and loving God does (John 3:16 and Romans 
5:6-8). 

What a wonderful Maker 
What a wonderful Savior 

How majestic Your whispers 

That is, the still, small voice that God spoke to the prophet Elijah (1 Kings 
19:11-13). 

And how humble Your love 

Christ came to serve, not to be served (Matthew 20:28, Mark 10:45, and 
John 13:1-17).  This shows the incredible humility of Jesus, its apex 
through His death on the cross (Philippians 2:8). 

With a strength like no other 

God is the most powerful Being in existence (Genesis 1:1-31, Job 11:7-11, 
Psalm 33:6, Jeremiah 32:17, Romans 4:17, Hebrews 1:3, and Jude 1:24-
25). 
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And the heart of a Father 
How majestic Your whispers 

What a wonderful God 
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                         
RETURN:  Worship Thoughts from The Minor Prophets  
 
The Minor Prophets call the people to establish right priorities for their 
lives with worship as the highest priority of all.  What comes first in our 
lives?  Do we truly believe that we exist for the praise of God’s glory 
(Eph 1:12)?  Do we actually live as though our chief purpose is “to 
glorify God and to enjoy him forever?”  Right worship brings our lives 
into alignment with the flow of God’s grace and blessing.  When we 
give God proper place and glory, the rest of our life falls into proper 
order under God’s reign.  As Jesus taught us, when we “seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness…all these things will be given to you 
as well”.   
 
SONG OF RESPONSE       The Heart of Worship       

Verse 1 
When the music fades, all is stripped away, 

And I simply come 
Longing just to bring something that’s of worth 

That will bless Your heart. 
 

Pre-Chorus 
I’ll bring You more than a song, 

For a song in itself 
Is not what you have required. 

You search much deeper within, 
Through the way things appear, 

You’re looking into my heart. 
Chorus 

I’m coming back to the heart of worship 
And it’s all about You 

It’s all about You, Jesus. 
I’m sorry Lord for the things I’ve made it 

When it’s all about You, 
It’s all about You, Jesus. 

Verse 2 
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King of endless worth, no one could express, 
How much You deserve. 

Though I’m weak and poor, all I have is Yours, 
Every single breath. 

(Repeat Pre-Chorus and Chorus) 
 

Imagine the experience as you sing, “When the music fades, all is 
stripped away, and I simply come. . . . You search much deeper within. 
. . . You’re looking into my heart.” Good music, catchy beats, talented 
musicians, even the friends and loved ones with whom we worship — 
these are all good things, and wonderful in the context of corporate 
worship. And yet when we focus on them, rather than Jesus, we are 
losing the heart in our worship. 

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman in John 4:24, “God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The essence 
of worship is not the many good externals, but heart and head. Spirit 
and truth. Our spirit, stirred by the Holy Spirit, in worship over true 
things about God, his Son, and his gospel. 

“What’s essential for worship today is the truth about Jesus and the 
help of his Spirit.”  The heart of worship is our heart, delighting in Jesus 
and expressing praise to him for the true things the Scriptures teach 
us about who he is and what he has accomplished for us. It is, then, 
“all about” Jesus, not us. It involves us, but we’re at the periphery. He’s 
at the center. He’s the focus. It’s his commands we consider first, not 
our preferences. This song is about refocusing, and re-centering, and 
reminding ourselves why we worship — and who we worship. 

 
CLOSING MUSIC            A MIGHTY FORTRESS  

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, 

on earth is not his equal. 
 
Nahum prefigures God’s ultimate victory, not over human foes but over 
Satan.  Though we may not face flesh-and-blood enemies, we all 
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struggle “against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers 
of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms” (Eph 6:12).  Yet we press on in hope, knowing the God will 
ultimately defeat the powers of darkness.  Thus, the prophecy of 
Nahum urges us to worship God in the classic words of Martin Luther:  
“And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us.  
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; his rage we can 
endure, for lo, his doom is sure; one little word shall fell him”.  That 
little Word is JESUS, for it is at his name, that “every knee shall bow in 
heave and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue shall confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Php 2:10-11). 
 
See you in Worship this Sunday at 9:30 am 

On-Site or On-Line 


