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WORSHIP NOTES 
Second Sunday of Advent 

I Corinthians 13—The Gifts We Give 
SUNDAY December 6,  2020  

 
PREPARATION MUSIC   Of the Father’s Love Begotten Rodney Barbour 
Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began to be, he is Alpha and Omega, he the 
Source, the Ending he, of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall 
see, evermore and evermore!  O ye heights of heav'n, adore him; angel hosts, his praises 
sing: all dominions, bow before him and extol our God and King; let no tongue on earth 
be silent, ev'ry voice in concert ring, evermore and evermore! 
 
This chant-like hymn originally contained nine verses. It tells the story of 
redemption. Verse one speaks of the Son’s eternal nature. Verse two is 
about creation. Verse three chronicles the fall. Verse four moves into 
redemption with the virgin birth. Verse five links the Christ child to ancient 
prophecies. Verse six is a chorus of praise to the Messiah. Verse seven 
warns of final judgment for the wicked. Verse eight tells of men, women, and 
children singing their songs of praise. And verse nine concludes the hymn 
with a song of victory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP         
Leader: God, your love for us is fierce, soaring above sentiment.  It is the 
mightiest force in the universe, whispering, roaring, creating, 
redeeming...and taking delight in us. 
People:  Thank you for your word that offers us this simple measure of 
Godly love.  
Leader:  If we are impatient, if we are unkind, if we do not protect, if we delight 
in another’s trouble, then we are not loving with your love. 
People:  But thank you for empowering us to love by your standard—
our will washed in submission, ever rejoicing in heaven’s best for the 
sake of others.  
 
In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul gives evidence of the Corinthians‘ lack of love in the 
utilization of spiritual gifts;  chapter 13 defines real love; and chapter 14 
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shows how love works.  Love is more important than all the spiritual gifts 
exercised in the church body.  Great faith, acts of dedication or sacrifice, and 
miracle-working power have little effect without love.  Love makes our actions 
and gifts useful.  Although people have different gifts, love is available to 
everyone.   
 
PREPARATION MUSIC       You Never Let Go    Zack Sempsrott 

Verse 1 
Even though I walk through the valley, of the shadow of death, 

Your perfect love is casting out fear. 
And even when I’m caught, in the middle of the storms of this life, 

I won’t turn back, I know you are near 
 

Pre-Chorus: 
And I will fear no evil, for my God is with me. 

And if my God is with me, whom then shall I fear? 
whom then shall I fear? 

 
Chorus 

Oh no, you never let go, 
Through the calm and through the storm 

Oh no, you never let go, 
In every high and every low 

Oh no, you never let go 
Lord, you never let go of me. 

 
Verse 2 

And I can see a light that is coming for the heart that holds on, 
A glorious light beyond all compare. 

And there will be an end to these troubles, but until that day comes, 
We’ll live to know you’re here on the earth. 

 
Bridge 

Yes, I can see a light that is coming for the heart that holds on, 
And there will be an end to these troubles, 

But until that day comes, still I will praise you still I will praise You. 
 

The first verse reminds us of I John 4:18 “perfect love casts out all fear”.  We know that 
God loves us perfectly (Romans 8:38,39).  We can resolve our fears first by focusing on 
his immeasurable love for us, and then by allowing him to love others through us.  His 
love will quiet your fears and give you confidence.  God’s love is the source of all human 
love and it spreads like fire.  In loving his children, God kindles a flame in their hearts.  In 
turn, they love others, who are warmed by God’s love through them.  It’s easy to say we 
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love God when that love doesn’t cost us more than weekly attendance at worship 
services.  But the real test of our love for God is how we treat the people right in front of 
us—-our family members and fellow believers.  We cannot truly love God while neglecting 
to love those who are created in his image.    
 

 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                           
Advent 2—The Gifts We Give—1 Corinthians 13—not irritable 
 
Here are several scriptures to support the gift of being “not irritable”!  
 
Leviticus 19:18  
You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 
 
Colossians 3:12  
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-5  
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 
 
Galatians 5:22-23  
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
 
Ephesians 4:2 
With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, 
 
CLOSING MUSIC                   Love Has Come  Rodney Barbour 
These are alternative lyrics written to the French Carol “Bring a Torch” and 
they speak to today’s scripture from 1 Corinthians 13.   
 

Love has come–a light in the darkness! 
Love explodes in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it. 
Hear how their song of joy arises: 

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 
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Love! Love! Glory to God on high! 
 

Love is born! Come share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of His mother. 
What is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers. 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 
Love has come–He never will leave us! 

Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 
Love! Love! Praise to You, God on high! 

 
The message of Christmas is fully bursting in these lyrics.  To think that this 
was Love Himself lying in the manger, this is the message of Christmas.  
Why did the angels appear to the shepherds?  Love.  The heavens could not 
contain the message of God’s love to mankind as it burst forth to the 
shepherds that otherwise quiet night.  Love explodes in the Bethlehem skies.  
The love of God brought to us in Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, that’s the gift 
of Christmas. 
 


