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WORSHIP ON-LINE  
Third Sunday of Advent 

I Corinthians 13—The Gifts We Give: Not Envious 
SUNDAY December 13,  2020   

 
PREPARATION MUSIC            Teri McKibben 

In Dulci Jubilo 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ was born today. 
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
Luke 2:11 Today…a Savior has been born to you, he is Christ the Lord! The greatest 
event in history had just happened! The Messiah was born.  For ages the Jews had 
waited for this, and when it finally happened, the announcement came to humble 
shepherds.  The good news about Jesus is that he comes to all, including the plain 
and the ordinary.  He comes to anyone with a heart humble enough to accept him.  
Whoever you/we are whatever you/we do, you/we can have Jesus in your life.  
You/we don’t need extraordinary qualifications—he accepts you as you are.  

 
Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Luke 2:14 Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace. Jesus work is more far-
reaching than anyone could imagine.  He has paid the price for sin and opened the 
way to God.  He offers us more than superficial political or physical changes—he 
offers us new hearts which will be ours for eternity.  In this carol, the Angels 
contribution to Jesus’ birth is a resounding musical tribute giving glory to God on 
high.  We join with them (from Philippians)…“Therefore God has highly exalted Him 
and has freely bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, that at the 
mention of the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of those in heaven, those on 
earth and those under the earth and that every tongue shall confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the Glory of God the Father.” 

 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old 
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From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold 
Peace on the earth, good will to men from heaven's all gracious king 

The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing 
Zacharias spoke to his son John the Baptist saying:  and you, my little son, shall 
be called the prophet of the glorious God, for you will prepare the way for the 
Messiah.  You will tell his people how to find salvation through forgiveness of 
their sins.  All of this will be because…(Luke 1:78)… through the tender mercies of 
our God…the dayspring, from on high, hath visited us.  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
(from 1 Corinthians 13-The Message)  Love never gives up.  Love cares more 
for others than for self.  Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.  Love 
doesn’t strut,  doesn’t have a swelled head,  doesn’t force itself on 
others,  Love is never “me first,”  doesn’t fly off the handle,  doesn’t 
keep score of the sins of others,  doesn’t revel when others grovel.  
Love takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,  puts up with anything,  
trusts God always.  Love always looks for the best,  never looks back,  
but keeps going to the end. Love never dies.  We are waiting to unite 
fully with the one great love, until then  we have faith, hope, and love, 
but the greatest of these is love.  Let us pursue love. 
 
Here Paul is driving home a pointed message to the divided, often selfish 
Christians in Corinth: This is how God expects believers to treat each other. Lack 
of Christ-like love was at the heart of every one of the problems described in 1 
Corinthians so far. 

The "love" Paul speaks of in these verses is from the Greek term agape. This is a 
selfless love, distinguished from sexual desire—eros—and from brotherly love—
phileo. These verses include 14 descriptors of agape, all of them verbs. Godly love, 
from a godly perspective, is defined by what Christians do or do not do. It is not 
primarily about feelings; nor is it mostly the words which describe them. Love is 
action: the choice to do or not do in relationships with all other Christians. 

Love is patient. Love actively waits for others without resentment. This would 
include being patient in the face of being hurt or mistreated. 

Love is kind. Beyond mere politeness, kindness involves acting for the good of 
others even when it does not benefit ourselves. 

Love does not envy. Envy was alive and active in the Corinthian church, perhaps 
including the envy of the spiritual gifts and financial success of others. Love sets 
self aside and celebrates the successes of Christian brothers and sisters. 
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Love does not boast. Boasting is the work of self-promotion in obvious and subtle 
ways. Love quits that job and goes to work praising God and other believers, 
instead. 

Love is not arrogant or "puffed up." Arrogance involves confidence in oneself 
above all others and the expectation that everyone else should feel the same way. 
Love removes the obstacle of self from the purpose of serving others well. 

Some of the gifts may seem impressive, but if attempted without self-sacrificing 
love for others, they become meaningless, even destructive.  Love is the 
foundation for Paul's teaching in the following chapter on prophecy, tongues, and 
even orderly worship.  Paul responds to the Corinthians' over-emphasis on certain 
spiritual gifts by showing them that all gifts are worthless if not practiced through 
godly love. Choosing to love each other in this way would solve many of the 
problems Paul has confronted in this letter.  Love is the greatest of all the virtues. 

WORSHIP SONG  Hark the Herald Angels Sing!   
 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King: 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th'angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 
Refrain:  Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of the virgin's womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail th'incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain] 

 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, 
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Born to give us second birth. [Refrain] 
 

Consider in particular these lines of this carol:  
· Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 
· Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
· Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

 
Where do you need to experience the peace of God in your life? Are you willing to 
talk to God about this and to ask for the gift of peace this Christmas?  Have you 
spent time thanking Jesus for coming to earth as “God with us”---Emmanuel?  
 
SCRIPTURE AND SERMON                                           
Advent 3—The Gifts We Give—1 Corinthians 13—not envious 
I Corinthians 13:4  Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious….this 
kind of love described in 1 Corinthians 13 is not natural.  It is possible only if God 
supernaturally helps us set aside our own desires and instincts, so we can give 
love while expecting nothing in return.  The closer we come to Christ, the more love 
we will show to others.  Love is the greatest of all human qualities.  It involves 
unselfish service to others; therefore, it gives evidence that you care.  Faith is the 
foundation and content of God’s message, hope is the attitude and focus, love is 
the action.  When faith and hope are in line, you are free to truly love because you 
understand how God loved.  Love is an attribute of God himself (I John 4:8—if a 
person isn’t loving and kind, it shows that he doesn’t know God---for God is love).   
 
SONG OF RESPONSE    Silent Night        Worship Band 
 

Verse 1 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Verse2 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior is born, Christ, the Savior is born. 

Verse3 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
Look at the and enjoy the imagery in this simple yet profound carol:  Calm, bright, 
tender, mild, heavenly peace, quake at the sight, glories streaming, heavenly hosts, 
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radiant beams, redeeming grace…this song is a given on Christmas Eve during 
candlelight ceremonies, we sing it without thinking.  Take time this year to think on 
these images.  What gift do you need that this carol gives you this year? Allow the 
peaceful strains of this carol to help you worship in awe with the shepherds and 
sing alleluia with the angels for God’s redeeming grace.  Our worship band gives 
us a “fresh listen” with their lively folk-style rendition!  
 
CLOSING MUSIC        Angels We Have Heard on High     Teri McKibben 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

As vast numbers of angels swiftly descended toward earth through the star 
sprinkled sky, the leading angel halted them with a sign. They hovered with folded 
wings over a silent field near Bethlehem. "There they are," said the leading angel, 
"the humble shepherds who have been chosen by God to receive our message. It 
will be the most wonderful news that mortal man has ever received. Are you ready 
with your great angelic chorus?" 

The leading angel drifted slightly downward so that he could be seen by the 
shepherds below. They were terrified! Each one of them covered his face in the 
brilliance of the light but earnestly listened with awe as the vision before him began 
to speak in his own language: 

"Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord" 
(Luke 2:11). 

Instantly surrounding the angel was the brilliant heavenly host, and echoing 
through the sky was the most beautiful singing that the shepherds had ever heard, 
exulting and praising God for the long-awaited gift of His Son. They made haste to 
see the Savior with their own eyes. 

Scripture teaches that angels are the ministering servants of God and that they are 
continually being sent to help and protect us, the heirs of salvation. Certainly a 
most important task, however, was this momentous occasion announcing Christ's 
arrival on earth! 

 
SEE YOU IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 

 


